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01/07/14  
Project name: JL Beers         
Property Address: 24 University Avenue NE   Minneapolis, MN 55413 
Property PID: 23-029-24-12-0191 
 
Applicant’s Name: Randy Andrews – Indigo Signworks 
Address: 2885 Quail Road Northeast Sauk Rapids, MN 56379   
Phone Number: 651-249-8254 
Email Address: randy.andrews@indigosignworks.com 
 
Re: JL Beers – New Exterior Building Signage 
  
 
 
 
To whom it may concern: 
  
JL Beers respectfully submits a Statement of Proposal Use and Description of the Project. 
 
Who we are: JL Beers is a restaurant that features burgers, fresh cut fries and craft beer. We 
focus on offering a community gathering place with a fun atmosphere, engaged and energized 
wait staff providing a quality guest experience. 
 
Our Company is an equal partnership among three people whom have known and worked with 
one another for many years: 
 

 
Mike Wright – Owner of Famous Dave’s franchise since 2001 with 5 restaurant locations 
including the 2011 Famous Dave’s restaurant of the year (awarded for excellence in 
operations) in Sioux Falls, SD. A Twin Cities native and area resident, he is committed to 
operating strong community oriented businesses. 

 
Ted Coulter – Has over 25 years of restaurant operations experience including the past 15 
years with Famous Dave’s. Since 2001, Ted Partnered with Mike as the Director of 
Operations within the Famous Dave’s Franchise. Ted brings strong guest experience and 
operational focus to the company. Ted is also a native of the Twin Cities. 

 
John Glockner – Has over 25 years of retail experience with Twin Cities landscaping 
supply business Patio Town. Most recently, he served as the Vice President and Head of 
Operations the past 12 years. John brings retail professionalism and understanding of the 
retail environment to our company.   

 
 
 
 
 
 



JL Beers has selected Indigo Signworks to Manufacture and Install new exterior wall signs 
representing the JL Beers Company branding. We are seeking approval for the following exterior 
signage. (Sign designs attached). 
 

• Flat panel wall sign - (Qty 1) 36” x 60” - 15 sq. ft. – to be located on the East elevation 
(University Ave. NE). 

• Flat panel wall sign - (Qty 1) 36” x 60” - 15 sq. ft. – to be located on the East elevation 
(University Ave. NE). 

• Flat panel wall sign - (Qty 1) 160” x 29.08” – 32 sq. ft. – to be located on the North 
elevation (1st Ave. NE). 

• Illuminated Flag Mount Sign - (QTY 1) 84” x 54” – 33.65 sq. ft. – to be located on the 
North/East corner elevations (University Ave. and 1st Ave. NE). 

 
 
Special considerations have been taken in the design and installation of the signs to minimize 
impairment and damage to the existing brick building material. The installation hardware and 
electrical penetrations will be positioned to enter only the mortar joints. The Sign code allows for 
a total of 4 walls signs, wall signs can be up to 32 square feet each, projecting signs can be up to 
12 sq. ft. We are seeking consideration and approval from the Minneapolis Heritage Preservation 
Commission and City of Minneapolis for the 3 wall signs and 1 projecting flag mount sign. The 
current projecting flag mount sign we are seeking approval on is 33.65 sq. ft. The Sign code 
allows a total of 108 sq. ft. for the 4 JL Beers signs. The proposed 4 JL Beers signs total 95.5 sq. 
ft. The projecting flag mount sign is the iconic branding of JL Beers Company and the increased 
sign square footage would allow for better visual and business identity located on the corner of 
University avenue NE and 1st avenue NE. The sign designs for the JL Beers Company have 
characteristics of a “Classic” appearance and style that we feel appropriately blends with the 
building and surrounding businesses and community.     
 
 
 
 
Thank you for considering our request. Please contact Randy Andrews, Indigo Signworks, at 
651-249-8254 if you need additional information. 
  
Sincerely,  
Randy Andrews 

 

 



01/07/14  
Project name: JL Beers         
Property Address: 24 University Avenue NE   Minneapolis, MN 55413 
Property PID: 23-029-24-12-0191 
 
Applicant’s Name: Randy Andrews – Indigo Signworks 
Address: 2885 Quail Road Northeast Sauk Rapids, MN 56379   
Phone Number: 651-249-8254 
Email Address: randy.andrews@indigosignworks.com 
 
Re: JL Beers - Exterior Building Signage 
  
 
To whom it may concern: 
  
JL Beers respectfully submits a written Statement addressing the Certificate of Appropriateness. 
 

CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS 

We agree that our sign designs and our method of installation meet the criteria below:   

(1) The alteration is compatible with and continues to support the criteria of significance and period of significance 
for which the landmark or historic district was designated.  
(2) The alteration is compatible with and supports the interior and/or exterior designation in which the property was 
designated.  
(3) The alteration is compatible with and will ensure continued integrity of the landmark or historic district for 
which the district was designated.  
(4) The alteration will not materially impair the significance and integrity of the landmark, historic district or 
nominated property under interim protection as evidenced by the consistency of alterations with the applicable 
design guidelines adopted by the commission.  
(5) The alteration will not materially impair the significance and integrity of the landmark, historic district or 
nominated property under interim protection as evidenced by the consistency of alterations with the 
recommendations contained in The Secretary of the Interior's Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties.  
(6) The certificate of appropriateness conforms to all applicable regulations of this preservation ordinance and is 
consistent with the applicable policies of the comprehensive plan and applicable preservation policies in small area 
plans adopted by the city council.  
  
 
In addition, the applicant making the findings that alterations are proposed in a manner that demonstrates 
that the applicant has made adequate consideration of the following documents and regulations:  
 
We agree that our sign designs and our method of installation meet the criteria below: 
 
(1) The description and statement of significance in the original nomination upon which designation of the landmark 
or historic district was based.  
(2) Where applicable, Title 20 of the Minneapolis Code of Ordinances, Zoning Code, Chapter 530, Site Plan 
Review.  
(3) The typology of treatments delineated in the Secretary of the Interior's Standards for the Treatment of Historic 
Properties and the associated guidelines for preserving, rehabilitating, reconstructing, and restoring historic 
buildings.  
 

 
 
 



ALTERATIONS TO A PROPERTY WITHIN AN HISTORIC DISTRICT:  
 
We agree that our sign designs and our method of installation meet the criteria below: 
 
 (1) The alteration is compatible with and will ensure continued significance and integrity of all contributing 
properties in the historic district based on the period of significance for which the district was designated.  
(2) Granting the certificate of appropriateness will be in keeping with the spirit and intent of the ordinance and will 
not negatively alter the essential character of the historic district.  
(3) The certificate of appropriateness will not be injurious to the significance and integrity of other resources in the 
historic district and will not impede the normal and orderly preservation of surrounding resources as allowed by 
regulations in the preservation ordinance.  
 

Sincerely, 
_____________ 
Randy Andrews 
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Date: January 31, 2014 
 
To:  Whom it May Concern 
 
RE: Support for proposed signage for the new JL Beers Restaurant at the corner of 

University Ave NE and 1st Ave NE.   
 
At the NIEBNA Board meeting of January 23, 2014 Randy Andrews from Indigo Sign 
Works presented and discussed proposed signage for the new JL Beers restaurant to 
be located at the corner of University Ave NE and 1st Ave NE. The proposed signage 
consists of a series of unlighted wall signs and a relatively large (33 SqFt) protruding 
back lit unanimated flag sign on the corner. While the sizes of the wall signs are within 
the limit allowed under current signage regulations, the proposed size of the flag sign 
will require a variance from the Heritage Preservation Commission (HPC),     
 
After discussion, the Board passed the following resolution (Vote: 7 Yes, 2 No):   
 

Resolved: NIEBNA supports the proposed signage for the JL Beers restaurant as 
presented at the meeting, including the granting of any necessary variances by the 
HPC.   

 
Please contact me with any questions.  
 
For the Nicollet Island – East Bank Neighborhood Association 
 
/s/ P. Victor Grambsch 
______________________ 
P. Victor Grambsch 
President 
 
Email: info@niebna.com   
Voice: 612-702-7211 

Nicollet Island – East Bank  
Neighborhood Association (NIEBNA) 

132 Bank St SE 
Minneapolis, MN 55414 
www.niebna.org 

 


	Zoning Map
	Project Description and CoA Findings
	Plans
	Photos
	Public Comments



