
AN ORDINANCE 
OF THE 

CITY OF MINNEAPOLIS 
 

By Glidden 
 
 
Amending Title 20, Chapter 520 of the Minneapolis Code of Ordinances relating to 

Zoning Code: Introductory Provisions. 
 
The City Council of the City of Minneapolis do ordain as follows: 
 
Section 1.  That Section 520.160 of the above-titled ordinance be amended to read as 

follows: 
 
520.160 Definitions. 

 
Unless otherwise expressly stated, or unless the context clearly indicates a different meaning, 
the words and phrases in the following list of definitions shall, for the purposes of this zoning 
ordinance, have the meanings indicated. Additional definitions may be found within specific 
chapters of this zoning ordinance. All words and phrases not defined shall have their common 
meaning.  
 

Marquee. A permanent, roof-like structure projecting over an entryway, parallel to the 
ground, generally designed and constructed to provide protection from the elements.  

Massage and bodywork establishment. Any establishment wherein massage and/or 
bodywork is offered or provided to members of the public. 

Mayor. The Mayor of the City of Minneapolis.  



AN ORDINANCE 
OF THE 

CITY OF MINNEAPOLIS 
 

By Glidden 
 
 
Amending Title 20, Chapter 548 of the Minneapolis Code of Ordinances relating to 

Zoning Code: Commercial Districts. 
 
The City Council of the City of Minneapolis do ordain as follows: 
 
Section 1.  That Section 548.30(f)(1) of the above-entitled ordinance be amended to 

read as follows: 
 

548.30. Principal uses for the commercial districts. (a) In general. Table 548-1, 
Principal Uses in the Commercial Districts, lists all permitted and conditional uses in the 
commercial districts.  
 

(f)  General use categories. Table 548-1 employs general use categories for some types 
of uses. A particular use may be determined to be within a general use category if not listed 
specifically elsewhere in Table 548-1 and if not determined to be within another general use 
category. Determination of whether a particular use is included within a general use category 
shall be made by the zoning administrator in the manner provided for in Chapter 525, 
Administration and Enforcement, governing determination of substantially similar uses.  
 

(1)   General retail sales and services. General retail sales and services uses include 
the retail sale of products or the provision of services to the general public that produce 
minimal off-site impacts. General retail sales and services include but are not limited to the 
following uses:  
 

a. Bakery. 
 
  b. Barber shop/beauty salon. 
 
  c. Bicycle sales and repair. 
 

d. Clothing and accessories. 
 

e. Drug store. 
 

f. Dry cleaning pick-up station. 
 

g. Electronics. 
 

h. Film developing. 



 
i. Furniture store. 

 
j. Hardware store. 

 
k. Interior decorating/upholstery. 

 
l. Jewelry store. 

 
m. Locksmith. 

 
n. Massage and bodywork establishment. 
 
no. Picture framing. 

 
op. Radio and television service and repair. 

 
pq. Shoe repair/tailor. 

 



AN ORDINANCE 
OF THE 

CITY OF MINNEAPOLIS 
 

By Glidden 
 
 
Amending Title 20, Chapter 549 of the Minneapolis Code of Ordinances relating to 

Zoning Code: Downtown Districts. 
 
The City Council of the City of Minneapolis do ordain as follows: 
 
Section 1.  That Section 549.30(f)(1) of the above-entitled ordinance be amended to 

read as follows: 
 
548.30. Principal uses for the downtown districts. (a) In general. Table 549-1, Principal 

Uses in the Downtown Districts, lists all permitted and conditional uses in the downtown 
districts.  
 

(f)  General use categories. Table 549-1 employs general use categories for some types 
of uses. A particular use may be determined to be within a general use category if not listed 
specifically elsewhere in Table 549-1 and if not determined to be within another general use 
category. Determination of whether a particular use is included within a general use category 
shall be made by the zoning administrator in the manner provided for in Chapter 525, 
Administration and Enforcement, governing determination of substantially similar uses.  
 

(1)   General retail sales and services. General retail sales and services uses include 
the retail sale of products or the provision of services to the general public that produce 
minimal off-site impacts. General retail sales and services include but are not limited to the 
following uses:  
 

a. Bakery. 
 
  b. Barber shop/beauty salon. 
 
  c. Bicycle sales and repair. 
 

d. Clothing and accessories. 
 

e. Drug store. 
 

f. Dry cleaning pick-up station. 
 

g. Electronics. 
 

h. Film developing. 



 
i. Furniture store. 

 
j. Hardware store. 

 
k. Interior decorating/upholstery. 

 
l. Jewelry store. 

 
m. Locksmith. 

 
n. Massage and bodywork establishment. 
 
no. Picture framing. 

 
op. Radio and television service and repair. 

 
pq. Shoe repair/tailor. 

 
Section 2.  That Section 549.340 of the above-entitled ordinance be amended to read 

as follows: 
 

549.340. Definitions.  As used in this article, the following words and phrases shall mean: 
 
Adults-only motion picture theater. An enclosed building used regularly and routinely for 

presenting programs or material distinguished or characterized by an emphasis on matters 
depicting, describing or relating to nudity, sexual conduct, sexual excitement or 
sadomasochism, for observation by patrons therein.  

Massage parlor. An establishment or place primarily in the business of providing massage 
services.  

Nudity. The showing of the human male or female genitals, pubic area or buttocks with less 
than a fully opaque covering, or the showing of the female breast with less than a fully opaque 
covering of any portion thereof below the top of the areola, or the depiction of covered male 
genitals in a discernibly turgid state.  

Section 3.  That Section 549.350 of the above-entitled ordinance be amended to read 
as follows: 

 
549.350. Location restrictions. (a) Zoning district requirementsZoning district 

requirements. Sexually oriented uses shall be permitted only in the B4, B4S and B4C Districts, 
subject to the provisions of this article, except as otherwise provided in this section. However, 
no sexually oriented use shall be permitted on any property with its main public entrance on 



Nicollet Avenue, on any property located north/northwest of the centerline of the Burlington 
Northern Railway right-of-way, nor on any property located east/southeast of the centerline of 
Fifth Avenue South. In addition, a massage parlor, rap parlor or sauna may be allowed as a 
conditional use in the C4 General Commercial District, subject to the provisions of this article 
and Chapter 525, Administration and Enforcement.  
  

 


