City of Minneapolis
Department of Community Planning and Economic Development 
250 S. 4th Street, Room 300 PSC
Minneapolis, MN 55415-1385


MEMORANDUM
DATE:	September 19, 2013
TO:	Heritage Preservation Commission and City Planning Commission
FROM:	Joe Bernard, Senior City Planner
SUBJECT:	Historic Resources Inventory Capstone


Since late 2012 CPED staff has been working with a consultant team and a local artist to assess the City’s current state of historic resource surveys. The scope of work was divided into three main phases:

1. Identify geographic and thematic gaps in existing historic resource survey work
2. Close those gaps with additional survey work
3. Recommend potential direction for future work on historic resources in light of ongoing development and policy work in the City

[bookmark: _GoBack]The attached Historic Resources Inventory Capstone document is the result of the scope of work outlined above. Staff plans to go over in detail some of this work and the related planning process involved during this meeting; we will not cover the full contents of the document. For instance, some of the report’s findings include direction to staff in more effectively administering and managing data that support the City’s stewardship of historic resources. For the purposes of this meeting, staff will focus on the findings that relate to prioritization and the nature of future preservation work in Minneapolis.

Since the year 2000, most of the City has been covered by a historic resource survey (see Map 1: Minneapolis Surveys Since 2000). Since the work spanned more than a decade, inconsistencies in methodology were of notable concern to this project. The consultant team also carefully considered how edge areas in these surveys were treated. Much of this analysis and the related findings are covered in section 2.0 “Evaluation of Previous Survey Work.” These previous studies included the survey of over 10,000 individual properties for their potential historic significance. Of the areas surveyed between 2000 and 2013, 523 individual properties were identified as possible local landmarks and/or eligible for National Register listing. Fifty-five potential historic districts were also identified in these surveys.

This report attempts to look at that past survey work and identify priorities for future work in light of the City’s current policy framework for growth as well as the geographic and thematic diversity of existing designated resources. The result of this analysis is not necessarily a ranking of which sites should be a priority for designation. Rather, the intent of the analysis is to tee up conversation about what the City’s preservation priorities and tools should look like.

Staff worked with the consultant team to identify where in the City the aforementioned 523 potentially historic properties and 55 potential historic districts overlapped and intersected with geographically specific policy layers from the City’s comprehensive plan. This methodology is covered in detail under section 6.3 of the document “Alignment with Land Use Planning Strategies.” The project also analyzed a number of traits of the properties themselves including age, use, and neighborhood distribution (see section 5.0 “Minneapolis Inventory Summary”). Also considered in the report is the make-up of historic landmarks and districts already protected by designation in the City. Ultimately, this review suggested a set of possible next steps for preservation work in Minneapolis, outlined in section 7.3 “Strategies for Designation”.

Staff encourages that the commissions place their focus on familiarity with Section 6.0 “Evaluation and Prioritization,” and 7.0 “Conclusions and Recommendations” for the purposes of this meeting. Presentation of the materials at the meeting will include a walk-through of the data and findings in detail.

Attachments: Historic Resources Capstone Survey
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