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MEMORANDUM 
 

DATE:  May 14, 2013 
 
TO: Heritage Preservation Commission  

FROM: Becca Farrar-Hughes, Senior Planner, (612) 673-3594 
 
SUBJECT: Hollywood Theater – 2815 and 2819 Johnson Street NE 
 
 
Preservation Design Works (PVN), on behalf of Andrew Volna of Apiary, Inc., is studying the viability 
of converting the vacant Hollywood Theater located on the properties at 2815 & 2819 Johnson Street NE 
into creative office space.  The Hollywood Theater is a designated local landmark and is also in the 
process of being nominated for listing on the National Register of Historic Places.  The local designation 
of the Hollywood Theater includes both the interior and exterior of the structure. 
 
The purpose of scheduling this project as an informational item at the HPC meeting on May 14, 2013, is 
to acquire feedback from the commission on the proposed scope of the exterior rehabilitation.  While the 
supplemental documents from PVN provide a general overview on the sequence of work, the detailed 
scope of the interior and site work are not addressed at this time.  The project would be proposed as a 
phased rehabilitation as follows: 1) potential staging improvements; 2) exterior; 3) interior; and 4) site 
work on the north lot.   
 
In 2009, the HPC adopted the Framework for the Treatment of Character Defining Features for the 
Reactivation of the Hollywood Theater. The purpose of that document is to provide clarity on the 
treatment of the theater and its specific features that contribute to the historical significance of the 
structure. The document is to be used as a supplement to the Neighborhood Movie Theater Thematic 
District Guidelines for Rehabilitation which was adopted for the Hollywood Theater and four other 
theaters in 1991. This framework provides guidance for the treatment of significant features of the 
Hollywood and is divided into exterior and interior features. 
 
PVN provides an explanation of how the project proposal complies/responds to the exterior framework 
requirements identified in the plan. CPED Staff would like to gain feedback on the proposed exterior 
preservation strategies including but not limited to the new window openings proposed in the north 
elevation of the building, the rehabilitation of the ticket booth as well as the replacement doors that are 
proposed at the outer lobby with fixed non-operable door panels. 
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Attachments: 
 

1. Framework for the Treatment of Character Defining Features for the Reactivation of the 
Hollywood Theater  

2. Aerials 
3. PVN submittal – includes written summary and associated plans 
 


