
 
 

AN ORDINANCE 
OF THE 

CITY OF MINNEAPOLIS 
 
 
 
 Amending Title 20, Chapter 535 of the Minneapolis Code of Ordinances relating to 
Zoning Code: Regulations of General Applicability. 
 
 The City Council of the City of Minneapolis do ordain as follows: 
 

 
 Section 1. That Chapter 535 of the Minneapolis Code of Ordinances be amended by 
adding thereto a new Article XII, including new sections 535.820 - 535.870, to read as follows: 
 

ARTICLE XII. SOLAR ENERGY SYSTEMS 
 
 535.820.  Purpose.  Regulations governing solar energy systems are established to 
provide for appropriate locations for solar energy systems, to ensure compatibility with 
surrounding uses, and to promote safe and effective use of solar energy to increase 
opportunities for generation of renewable energy. 
 
 535.830.  Definitions.  As used in this article, the following words shall mean: 
 Building-integrated solar energy system. A solar energy system that is an integral part 
of a principal or accessory building, rather than a separate mechanical device, replacing or 
substituting for an architectural or structural component of the building. Building-integrated 
systems include but are not limited to photovoltaic or hot water systems that are contained 
within roofing materials, windows, walls, skylights, and awnings.   
 
 Building-mounted solar energy system. A solar energy system affixed to a principal or 
accessory building.   
 
 Freestanding solar energy system. A solar energy system with a supporting framework 
that is placed on, or anchored in, the ground and that is independent of any building or other 
structure. 
 
 Solar collector surface. Any part of a solar energy system that absorbs solar energy for 
use in the system’s transformation process. The collector surface does not include frames, 
supports, and mounting hardware.  
 
 Solar energy. Radiant energy received from the sun that can be collected in the form of 
heat or light by a solar collector.   
 
 Solar energy system. A device or structural design feature intended to provide for 
collection, storage, and distribution of solar energy for heating or cooling, electricity generating, 
or water heating.   
 



 
 
 
 
 535.840.  Permitted uses and specific standards, subject to administrative review 
and approval. (a)  In general.  Solar energy systems shall be permitted in all zoning districts, 
subject to the standards of this article. Solar collector surfaces and all mounting devices shall 
comply with the minimum yard requirements of the district in which they are located. Screening 
of solar collector surfaces shall not be required.      
 (b)  Building-mounted solar energy systems.  
 (1)  Notwithstanding the height limitations of the zoning district, building mounted 

solar energy systems shall not extend higher than three (3) feet above the ridge 
level of a roof on a structure with a gable, hip, or gambrel roof and shall not 
extend higher than ten (10) feet above the surface of the roof when installed on 
flat or shed roof.     

 (2)  The solar collector surface and mounting devices for building-mounted solar 
energy systems shall be set back not less than one (1) foot from the exterior 
perimeter of a roof for every one (1) foot that the system extends above the roof 
surface on which the system is mounted. Solar energy systems that extend less 
than one (1) foot above the roof surface shall be exempt from this provision.      

 (c)  Freestanding solar energy systems.   
 (1)  Freestanding solar energy systems, measured to the highest point of the 

system, shall not exceed the height of the principal structure or twenty (20) feet, 
whichever is less. The height of the principal structure shall be measured as 
provided in Chapter 520, Introductory Provisions. Freestanding solar energy 
systems up to sixteen (16) feet in height shall be subject to the minimum yard 
requirements of an accessory structure. Freestanding solar energy systems 
greater than sixteen (16) feet in height shall be subject to the minimum yard 
requirements of a principal structure. The required yard shall be measured from 
the property line to the closest part of the structure at minimum design tilt.     

 (2)  In the residence districts, the area of the solar collector surface of freestanding 
solar energy systems shall not exceed three (3) percent of the lot area. In all 
other districts, the area of the solar collector surface of freestanding solar energy 
systems shall not exceed five (5) percent of the lot area.  Notwithstanding any 
other provision to the contrary, the maximum area of solar energy systems shall 
be calculated independently of the floor area of all other accessory structures on 
the zoning lot. 

 (3)  The supporting framework for freestanding solar energy systems shall not 
include unfinished lumber.      

 (4)  All abandoned or unused freestanding solar energy systems shall be removed 
within twelve (12) months of the cessation of operations.       

 
 535.850.  Administrative review process.  (a)  In general.  The zoning administrator, 
in consultation with the planning director, shall have up to fifteen (15) working days following 
the submittal of a complete application to approve or deny such application.  The zoning 
administrator may impose such conditions and require such guarantees deemed reasonable 



 
 
 
 
and necessary to protect the public interest and to ensure compliance with the standards and 
purposes of this zoning ordinance and policies of the comprehensive plan.  
 (b)  Submittal requirements.  An application for a solar energy system shall be filed on a 
form approved by the zoning administrator, as specified in Chapter 525, Administration and 
Enforcement. In addition, the applicant shall submit the following: 
 (1)  Written evidence that the electric utility service provider that serves the proposed 

site has been informed of the applicant’s intent to install a solar energy system, 
unless the applicant does not plan, and so states so in the application, to connect 
the system to the electricity grid. 

 
 535.860.  Conditional uses.  Solar energy systems that do not comply with the 
standards of section 535.840 above may be allowed by conditional use permit, subject to the 
provisions of Chapter 525, Administration and Enforcement, provided that requests to reduce 
minimum yard requirements shall be by variance.       
 
 535.870.  Solar access.  Solar access easements may be filed consistent with Minn. 
Statute Section 500.30. Any property owner may purchase an easement across nearby 
properties to protect access to sunlight. The easement is purchased or granted by owners of 
nearby properties and can apply to buildings, trees, or other structures that would diminish 
solar access.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

AN ORDINANCE 
OF THE 

CITY OF MINNEAPOLIS 
 
 
 
 Amending Title 20, Chapter 537 of the Minneapolis Code of Ordinances relating to 
Zoning Code: Accessory Uses and Structures. 
 
 The City Council of the City of Minneapolis do ordain as follows: 
 
 Section 1. That Section 537.110 of the Minneapolis Code of Ordinances be amended to 
read as follows: 
 
 537.110.  Allowed accessory uses and structures.  The following accessory uses 
and structures shall be allowed, subject to the following development standards: 
 
 Solar energy system. Solar energy systems shall be allowed as an accessory use, 
subject to the applicable zoning district regulations and the regulations contained in Chapter 
535, Regulations of General Applicability. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

AN ORDINANCE 
OF THE 

CITY OF MINNEAPOLIS 
 
 
 
 Amending Title 20, Chapter 546 of the Minneapolis Code of Ordinances relating to 
Zoning Code: Residence Districts. 
 
 The City Council of the City of Minneapolis do ordain as follows: 
 
Section 1. That Section 546.110 of the Minneapolis Code of Ordinances be amended to read 
as follows: 
 
 546.110.  Increasing maximum height.  The height limitations of principal structures 
located in the residence districts, except single and two-family dwellings, may be increased by 
conditional use permit, as provided in Chapter 525, Administration and Enforcement. In 
addition to the conditional use standards, the city planning commission shall consider, but not 
be limited to, the following factors when determining the maximum height: 
 
 (1)  Access to light and air of surrounding properties. 
 (2)  Shadowing of residential properties, or significant public spaces, or existing solar 
energy systems.  
 (3)  The scale and character of surrounding uses. 
 (4)  Preservation of views of landmark buildings, significant open spaces or water 
bodies. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AN ORDINANCE 
OF THE 

CITY OF MINNEAPOLIS 
 
 
 
 Amending Title 20, Chapter 547 of the Minneapolis Code of Ordinances relating to 
Zoning Code: Office Residence Districts. 
 
 The City Council of the City of Minneapolis do ordain as follows: 
 
 Section 1. That Section 547.110 of the Minneapolis Code of Ordinances be amended to 
read as follows: 
 
547.110.  Increasing maximum height.  The height limitations of principal structures located 
in the office residence districts, except single and two-family dwellings, may be increased by 
conditional use permit, as provided in Chapter 525, Administration and Enforcement. In 
addition to the conditional use standards, the city planning commission shall consider, but not 
be limited to, the following factors when determining the maximum height:: 
 
 (1)  Access to light and air of surrounding properties. 
 (2)  Shadowing of residential properties, or significant public spaces, or existing solar 
energy systems.  
 (3)  The scale and character of surrounding uses. 
 (4)  Preservation of views of landmark buildings, significant open spaces or water 
bodies. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

AN ORDINANCE 
OF THE 

CITY OF MINNEAPOLIS 
 
 
 
 Amending Title 20, Chapter 548 of the Minneapolis Code of Ordinances relating to 
Zoning Code: Commercial Districts. 
 
 The City Council of the City of Minneapolis do ordain as follows: 
 
 Section 1. That Section 548.110 of the Minneapolis Code of Ordinances be amended to 
read as follows: 
 
 548.110.  Increasing maximum height.  The height limitations of principal structures 
located in the commercial districts, except single and two-family dwellings, may be increased 
by conditional use permit, as provided in Chapter 525, Administration and Enforcement. In 
addition to the conditional use standards, the city planning commission shall consider, but not 
be limited to, the following factors when determining the maximum height:: 
 
 (1)  Access to light and air of surrounding properties. 
 (2)  Shadowing of residential properties, or significant public spaces, or existing solar 
energy systems.  
 (3)  The scale and character of surrounding uses. 
 (4)  Preservation of views of landmark buildings, significant open spaces or water 
bodies. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

AN ORDINANCE 
OF THE 

CITY OF MINNEAPOLIS 
 
 
 
 Amending Title 20, Chapter 550 of the Minneapolis Code of Ordinances relating to 
Zoning Code: Industrial Districts.  
 
 The City Council of The City of Minneapolis do ordain as follows: 
 
Section 1. That Section 550.140 of the Minneapolis Code of Ordinances be amended to read 
as follows: 
 
 550.140.  Increasing maximum height.  The height limitations of principal structures 
located in the industrial districts may be increased by conditional use permit, subject to the 
standards of Chapter 525, Administration and Enforcement. In addition to the conditional use 
standards, the city planning commission shall consider, but not be limited to, the following 
factors when determining the maximum height: 
 
 (1)  Access to light and air of surrounding properties. 
 (2)  Shadowing of residential properties, or significant public spaces, or existing solar 
energy systems.  
 (3)   The scale and character of surrounding uses. 
 (4)  Preservation of views of landmark buildings, significant open spaces or water 
bodies. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

AN  ORDINANCE 
OF THE 

CITY OF MINNEAPOLIS 
 
 
 
 
 Amending Title 20, Chapter 551 of the Minneapolis Code of Ordinances relating to 
Zoning Code: Overlay Districts. 
 
 The City Council of the City of Minneapolis do ordain as follows: 
 
Section 1. That Section 551.850 of the Minneapolis Code of Ordinances be amended to read 
as follows: 
 
 551.850.  Increasing maximum height.  The height limitations of principal structures 
may be increased by conditional use permit, as provided in Chapter 525, Administration and 
Enforcement. In addition to the conditional use standards, the city planning commission shall 
consider, but not be limited to, the following factors when determining the maximum height: 
 
 (1)  Access to light and air of surrounding properties. 
 (2)  Shadowing of residential properties, or significant public spaces, or existing solar 
energy systems.  
 (3)  The scale and character of surrounding uses. 
 (4)  Preservation of views of landmark buildings, significant open spaces or water 
bodies. 
 
 Section 2. That Section 551.1000 of the Minneapolis Code of Ordinances be amended 
to read as follows: 
 
 551.1000.  Increasing maximum height.  The height limitations of principal structures 
may be increased by conditional use permit, as provided in Chapter 525, Administration and 
Enforcement. In addition to the conditional use standards, the city planning commission shall 
consider, but not be limited to, the following factors when determining the maximum height: 
 
 (1)  Access to light and air of surrounding properties. 
 (2)  Shadowing of residential properties, or significant public spaces, or existing solar 
energy systems.  
 (3)  The scale and character of surrounding uses. 
 (4)  Preservation of views of landmark buildings, significant open spaces or water 
bodies. 
 


