
University District Zoning and Planning Regulatory Review Task Force 

Parking Issues – 8/29/08 Draft 

Problems Potential Solutions Factors to Consider 

Parking requirements for 

student-oriented housing are 

too low based on typical 

number of cars parked, and 

create spillover onto area 

streets; residents can’t park 

in front of homes 

Increase parking 

requirements based on 

number of bedrooms 

(e.g. 0.5/bedroom); or 

Address in other ways 

(see below), as larger 

parking areas/garages 

may not be desirable 

Would effectively make 

it more difficult to build 

certain types of 

buildings

Would need to address 

how this could be 

tailored to specific types 

of developments 

City policy/practice has 

largely moved towards 

reducing, not increasing, 

parking requirements 

Critical parking areas 

managed so that too many 

parking permits are issued 

for limited number of on 

street spaces 

Reconfigure parking 

permit process to further 

restrict number issued 

Make more on-street 

spaces available, to 

increase supply 

Encourage transit usage 

to decrease driving 

May consider limiting 

parking to certain hours 

of the day, to discourage 

long-term parking 

Lack of comprehensive 

approach to on-street/public 

parking across district 

means that problems are 

shifted from one area to 

another

Develop consistent 

solutions across the area 

to minimize spillover 

effects

Needs and conditions 

may vary by 

neighborhood, making 

consistent approach 

challenging

Commercial parking spills 

over into surrounding 

neighborhoods

Work to ensure 

adequate parking 

provided in commercial 

areas, including shared 

parking arrangements 

Combine approach with 

review of critical 

parking areas 

City currently working 

to lower commercial 

parking requirements 

Building central parking 

facilities requires 

significant funding, 

coordination

Addressing parking needs 

for students who only need 

cars on occasion 

Incentives for parking in 

underutilized or remote 

facilities for less 

frequent users 

Promotion of car 

sharing programs 

Would need significant 

coordination and some 

incentives to make it 

work



University District Zoning and Planning Regulatory Review Task Force 

Parking Potential Implementation Strategies – 9/18/08 Draft 

Potential strategy Issues to be addressed 

Parking requirements 

Increase parking requirements for new and 

expanded residential developments, to 

bring them more in line with typical 

number of parking spaces needed 

Possibly implement as part of overlay 

district for the area? 

Currently 1 space per unit; what would 

be new threshold? (0.5/bedroom?) 

Which types of new development? 

(can’t just specify “student housing”) 

Implications for nonconforming uses? 

Contrast with proposed reduction of 

requirements for commercial uses? 

Other adjustments needed to avoid 

unattractive paved lots/garage? 

Link to enforcement of occupancy 

standards, to limit illegal residents? 

On street parking 

Increase enforcement of regulations in 

critical parking areas, including illegal use 

of permits by ineligible vehicles 

Who will staff increased enforcement 

efforts? 

What is the best way to track use of 

critical parking passes? 

Are there ways to modify the 

permitting/renewal process to make it 

easier to track violations? 

Pursue new critical parking areas in parts 

of the District which need them 
How will these be identified? 

Can the process be made easier than 

under current ordinance? 

What are logical restrictions on non-

permit parking (e.g. hours)? 

Enforcement of other parking-related 

issues (e.g. parking on lawns)? 

Do we need more data on demand for 

parking in the District? 

Restrict number of critical parking permits 

issued for certain types of developments 
How will these be identified? 

How will this be enforced consistently? 

Should parking be limited to residents 

only in some areas? 

Address reduction of on-street parking in 

commercial areas, particularly related to 

the Central Corridor LRT project 

What are parking needs of businesses? 

What is best way to accommodate 

those needs? 



Commuter parking 

Identify and encourage the use of remote 

park and ride lots for commuters 
How will lots be identified/funded? 

How will use of these be incentivized 

to make them attractive option? 

Can this be part of Metro Transit 

system, or U shuttle? 

Encourage carpooling and vanpooling in 

District area for commuters 
How can this be incentivized and 

promoted? 

Identify and encourage use of remote long-

term parking lots for occasional users 

living near campus 

How will lots be identified/funded? 

How will use of these be incentivized 

to make them attractive option?  

Can this be part of Metro Transit 

system, or U shuttle? 

Investigate ways to make it easier to 

operate “pay per use” parking facilities (on 

or off street) for regular users 

Is this feasible? 

What kind of technology (e.g. 

electronic passes) and/or pricing could 

be useful? 

Where would be good pilot locations 

for new approaches? 

Alternative modes 

Increase requirements (or incentives) for 

accommodating bicycle facilities into new 

development – racks, lockers, showers, etc. 

Which types of new development? 

What types of facilities are preferred, 

and what is a reasonable standard? 

Promote bicycling, walking, and transit as 

viable options in the District for 

transportation 

How, and to whom, will these be 

promoted? 

Do new promotional materials need to 

be produced and circulated? 

What are barriers to using these that 

need to be addressed? 

Restrictions on freshmen driving? 

Encourage completion of high quality, 

well-connected network of bicycle, 

pedestrian, and transit facilities in District 

Are there major gaps in facilities that 

need to be addressed? 

What facilities are most important? 

Does there need to be more readily 

available information on these? 

Should the concept of a free (or 

reduced) fare zone be explored for 

transit riders in the District? 

Promote neighborhood-serving 

development in the area to make it more 

convenient to walk, bike, and ride transit to 

these destinations 

What uses are needed? 

How can this be conveyed positively to 

potential developers and business 

owners? 

Support car sharing programs both at the 

University and in the private sector (Zipcar, 
Are there age restrictions which might 

limit use by college students? 



Hourcar, etc.) Where are the most appropriate places 

to house these vehicles? 

Should this be incentivized in new 

developments? 

Continue to support availability of 

affordable bus passes for residents, 

students, and employees in the District 

How to encourage participation of more 

individuals and employers? 

Ways to “orient” riders who are new to 

the Twin Cities transit system? 

Ensure that parking for alternative vehicles 

(e.g. bicycles, motorcycles, scooters, 

possibly electric vehicles) is incorporated 

into new and improved parking facilities 

How will this be implemented? 

What types of facilities are most 

important? 

Special events 

Ensure that there is a consistent and 

reasonable approach to accommodating 

off-campus parking during special events 

Does tailgating need to be addressed 

directly? 

Is there a need for increased 

enforcement? 

How will this be coordinated with on-

campus event parking efforts? 



University District Zoning and Planning Regulatory Review Task Force 

Zoning Issues – 9/18/08 Draft

How have past rezoning efforts been used to address problems in the District?  

Have they been successful? 

Do any currently adopted plans call for rezoning of property that has not yet been 

implemented?  If so, is it the appropriate time now? 

Are there certain areas of the District which already have satisfactory zoning, and 

do not need a rezoning study? 

What areas of the District could benefit from a closer look, and possibly 

rezoning?  How has this been determined? 

What would be the primary purpose for rezoning certain areas? 

What would be the criteria used to determine which parcels need rezoning, and 

what would be the appropriate type(s) of zoning? 

Besides revisiting base zoning, could a zoning overlay district be useful?  What 

options should be considered (scope, area covered, etc.)? 
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Minneapolis Bikeways: Existing, Funded, & Planned

Legend

Existing Bicycle Lane or Shoulder

}} Existing Bicycle Lane, to be Removed

Off Street Bicycle Path

!( Access Point to Bicycle Path

Pedestrian Shortcut

Bicycle Boulevard (Funded)*

Bicycle Lane or Marked Shared Lane (Funded)*

Off Street Bicycle Path (Funded)*

Planned Bikeway (Not Funded)**

*Funded projects are those
known as of August 12, 2008.

These projects include those
managed by Hennepin County,

the Minneapolis Park &

Recreation Board,
Minneapolis Public Works, and

Three Rivers Park District.

**Planned bikeways originate
from the City of Minneapolis

Bikeways Master Plan,
approved in December of 2001

by the City Council and

Park & Recreation Board.

Minneapolis Public Works, August 2008
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