
MEMORANDUM 
 

TO:  Heritage Preservation Commission 

FROM: John Smoley, City Planner 612.673.2830  
Aaron Hanauer, City Planner 612.673.2494  

DATE:  September 18, 2008 

RE: Informational Item: Demolition Update: August 2008 

 

Section 599.460 of the Minneapolis Code of Ordinances directs CPED staff to review all applications for 
wrecking permits to determine if the subject property is an historic resource.  In the past year, CPED 
Preservation & Design staff has brought a handful of properties before the Heritage Preservation 
Commission for the demolition of an historic resource.  These properties represent a small fraction of the 
properties staff reviews for demolition administratively.   
 
In August, the CPED-Preservation and Design team reviewed 148 wrecking permit applications and 
approved demolition of 83 properties (see Table 1). These are substantially higher numbers than previous 
months; of the 148 wrecking permit applications reviewed, 23 properties were wrecking permits that 
were submitted by private contactors (see Appendix A for images). None of these properties possessed 
historical significance, though a few did retain several aspects of integrity.  The other 125 wrecking 
permit applications that were reviewed (60 approved) were part of the City of Minneapolis Hennepin 
County Demolition project (see Appendix B for images). It is anticipated that up to 40 additional 
wrecking permits may be submitted (and approved) as part of this project by years end.   
 
Table 1: Summary of August Demolition Activity 
 
Demolition Type Reviewed Wrecking 

Permits 
Approved 
Wrecking Permits 

Private Contractor Demolition 
Permits 

23 23 

City of Minneapolis/Hennepin 
County Approved Demolitions  

125 60* 

Total  
* The total number of wrecking permits 
approved may reach 100 by years end as part of 
the City-County Collaborative.  

148 83 

 
 

Community Planning & Economic Development 
Planning Division 
350 South 5th Street, Room 210 
Minneapolis, MN  55415-1385 



 Page 2 

The City of Minneapolis Problem Properties- Hennepin County Demolition project, which was 
announced in late July of this year, is a collaborative effort to remove 100 vacant and boarded 
houses in Minneapolis by December 31, 2008 (see Appendix D for a list of press coverage). For this 
project, the Problem Properties Unit created a list of 125 properties that they considered to be 
beyond repair and candidates for demolition (see Appendix E for list). From this list of 125 
properties, funding has been appropriated to demolish 100 properties. The 125 houses on this list 
were described by the Problem Properties Unit as being in extremely poor condition. Many of these 
houses have extensive fire damage, had internal vandalism, and/or missing structural elements such 
as copper pipes.  
 
The Problem Properties Unit met with the CPED-Preservation and Design team in late July and 
asked the team to review the list of 125 properties for historic significance.  The Problem Properties 
Unit also requested the historic significance review be completed within three weeks due to a quick 
timeline they received from Hennepin County. In order to meet this deadline the Preservation and 
Design team set up a three-step process to review the properties. Below are details of the process 
and results.  
 
Step 1. Review general property information and information in the CPED-Preservation and Design 
team files for historic information of the 125 properties.  
 
Summary of Step 1: 
• 99 percent (124 properties) are located in North Minneapolis;  
• None of the properties are historic landmarks or in historic districts; 
• One property is considered a potential historic landmark:The Granlund Home at 2127 Lyndale 

Avenue North (see Appendix F); and   
• One property is a noncontributing structure to the potential Homewood Historic District (1254 

Russel Avenue North).  
 
Step 2. Conduct a team meeting to analyze images of the 125 structures and place each property 
into one of the following categories: 

Category 1: Candidate for rehabilitation (properties that are significant to neighborhood 
character)/May have historic or architectural integrity 

Category 2: Demolition ok/Good candidate for salvage  
Category 3: Demolition ok 

 
Summary of Step 2:  

• 95 properties were considered to contain little or no architectural and/or historic integrity 
(Category 3 properties). 

• 31 properties were considered to possibly contain historic or architectural integrity and the 
Preservation and Design team thought a site visit was required to make a final decision. 
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Step 3. Conduct a site visit of the 31 properties that may be candidates for rehabilitation and/or have 
historic and/or architectural integrity.  
 
Summary of Step 3 (results of site visit) 
• 12 additional properties were found to be in poor condition and/or had little architectural or 

historic integrity. These properties were then placed into Category 3: Demolition Ok. There 
were a total of 107 properties placed in Category 3.  

• 3 properties were considered to not have historic significance, but likely contained unique and 
valuable architectural and building details that should be salvaged. For these properties, the 
Preservation and Design Team encouraged the City of Minneapolis Problem Properties Unit to 
complete a salvage plan.  

• 15 properties were considered to still contain architectural and historic integrity, and the 
Preservation and Design team requested from the Problem Properties Unit information on the 
extent of the interior and structural damager as well as a cost of rehabilitation estimate in order 
to possibly encourage rehabilitation.   

 
Table 2: City-County Final Results from CPED-Preservation and Design Team Review  
Category Numbers 
Category 1: Candidate for rehabilitation 15 
Category 2: Candidate for salvage 3 
Category 3: Demolition ok  107 
Total  125 
 
To date, the Problem Properties Unit has submitted 60 wrecking permit applications (97 percent of the 
houses were located in North Minneapolis). The Preservation and Design team considered 56 of the 
properties to be in Category 3. The other four properties that were approved for demolition were 
Category 1 properties (740 Pierce Street NE, 917 31st Avenue North, 1100 Knox Avenue North, and 
2123 6th Street North).  For the Category 1 Properties, the Problem Properties Unit provided the 
Preservation and Design Team documentation listing the extent of needed repairs.  The Preservation and 
Design team agreed with the Problem Properties Unit assessment that these properties were beyond 
repair and therefore provided approval for the demolition. As for the one known potential historic 
resource, the Grandlund House at 2127 Lyndale Avenue North, it was taken off of the list of candidates 
for demolition as part of this project.   
 
 
Attachments: 
Appendix A: Approved Private Contractor Wrecking Permits 
Appendix B: Approved Hennepin County City of Minneapolis Wrecking Permits 
Appendix C: August 2008 Wrecking Permit Map  
Appendix D: City-County Demolition Collaborative 2008 
Appendix E: List of Candidates for Demolition  
Appendix F: Grandlund Home Information  
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Wrecking Permit Applications Reviewed by Preservation Staff

¯

August 2008

Other August (23)

January - July 2008 (129)

City-County Demolition 
  Collaborative (60)



Appendix D: City-County Demolition Collaborative 2008 

In an effort to help remove vacant, boarded houses from Minneapolis neighborhoods, 
Hennepin County officials have joined forces with the Problem Properties Unit and 
Regulatory Services to demolish at least 100 properties by December 31, 2008. 

Pursuant to Chapter 249 of the Minneapolis Ordinance, City staff have already performed 
interior surveys of many of the City's condemned houses and selected the worst to 
receive the Director's Order of Demolition. Buildings get placed on the Chapter 249 list 
for various reasons. Please read about boarded buildings and code compliance for more 
information. 

List of Candidates for Demolition as part of the CCDC (Updated August 12)  
Minneapolis List of Boarded/Condemned Properties (Updated August 12)  

Recent Articles about the Project 
Razing trouble to rebuild Minneapolis,  
(Star Tribune, August 5, 2008) 
Foreclosed 'nuisance' house demolished in Minneapolis  
(Finance & Commerce, August 4, 2008) 
Minneapolis begins effort to demolish abandoned houses  
(Minnesota Public Radio, August 4, 2008) 
Minneapolis cleans up by demolishing vacant homes  
(ABC 5 News, August 4, 2008) 
Hennepin County helps Minneapolis demolish blighted houses  
(KARE 11 News, August 4, 2008) 
Demolition begins on first of 50 blighted Minneapolis homes  
(Hennepin County News Release, August 4, 2008) 

(Source: http://www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/Inspections/ccdc2008.asp)  
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Appendix E: List of Candidates for Demolition (City-County 2008 Collaborative 
Project) 
Note: Shaded properties were approved for demolition in August 2008. 

Category 1. Candidate for Rehabilitation/May have historic or architectural integrity 
 

 
Number 

Street 
Name Type Direction Ward Neighborhood

917 31st Ave N 3 Hawthorne 
2211 4th St N 3 Hawthorne 
2123 6th St N 3 Hawthorne 
2114 6th St N 3 Hawthorne 
4858 Bryant Ave N 4 Lind Bohanon
1613 Fremont Ave N 5 Near North 
2127 Lyndale Ave N 3 Hawthorne 

740 Pierce St NE 3 Beltrami 
1619 Fremont Ave N 5 Near North 

313 26th Ave N 3 Hawthorne 
1911 3rd Ave N 5 Harrison 
1406 Fremont Ave N 5 Near North 
1423 Girard Ave N 5 Near North 
1100 Knox Ave N 5 Near North 
2622 Plymouth Ave N 5 Willard Hay 

 

 

Category 2. Demo Ok and Salvage Candidate 
 

Number 
Street 
Name Type Direction Ward Neighborhood

2800 Dupont Ave N 3 Hawthorne 
3600 Emerson Ave N 4 Folwell 
1020 Newton Ave N 5 Near North 
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Category 3. Demolition Ok 
 

Number 
Street 
Name Type Direction Ward Neighborhood 

1611 22nd Ave N 5 Jordan 
1212 22nd Ave N 5 Jordan 

418 23rd Ave N 3 Hawthorne 
623 24th Ave N 3 Hawthorne 
305 24th Ave N 3 Hawthorne 
420 24th Ave N 3 Hawthorne 
620 25th Ave N 3 Hawthorne 
314 25th Ave N 3 Hawthorne 

1401 25th Ave N 5 Jordan 
1216 25th Ave N 5 Jordan 
2215 26th Ave N 5 Jordan 
2215 29th Ave N 5 Jordan 

301 30th Ave N 3 Hawthorne 
423 30th Ave N 3 Hawthorne 
430 30th Ave N 3 Hawthorne 
416 30th Ave N 3 Hawthorne 
726 31st Ave N 3 Hawthorne 
415 31st Ave N 3 Hawthorne 
614 33rd Ave N 3 McKinley 
613 33rd Ave N 3 McKinley 
900 34th Ave N 3 McKinley 

613 39th Ave N 4
Webber 
Camden 

2317 3rd St N 3 Hawthorne 
3213 4th St N 3 McKinley 
2314 4th St N 3 Hawthorne 
2222 4th St N 3 Hawthorne 
3229 4th St N 3 McKinley 
3239 4th St N 3 McKinley 
2228 4th St N 3 Hawthorne 
2200 6th St N 3 Hawthorne 
3315 6th St N 3 McKinley 
4847 6th St N 4 Lind Bohanon 
2514 6th St N 3 Hawthorne 
3438 6th St N 3 McKinley 
2130 6th St N 3 Hawthorne 
3016 6th St N 3 Hawthorne 
2701 Aldrich Ave N 3 Hawthorne 
2707 Aldrich Ave N 3 Hawthorne 

4051 Aldrich Ave N 4
Webber 
Camden 

4615 Aldrich Ave N 4 Lind Bohanon 
2803 Bryant Ave N 3 Hawthorne 
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Number 

Street 
Name Type Direction Ward Neighborhood 

2826 Bryant Ave N 3 Hawthorne 
2704 Bryant Ave N 3 Hawthorne 
2901 Bryant Ave N 3 Hawthorne 
2714 Bryant Ave N 3 Hawthorne 
2101 Dupont Ave N 3 Hawthorne 
2627 Dupont Ave N 3 Hawthorne 
2118 Emerson Ave N 3 Hawthorne 
2648 Emerson Ave N 3 Hawthorne 
2807 Emerson Ave N 5 Jordan 
2810 Emerson Ave N 3 Hawthorne 

3800 Fremont Ave N 4
Webber 
Camden 

2638 Fremont Ave N 5 Jordan 
2321 Fremont Ave N 5 Jordan 
2718 Girard Ave N 5 Jordan 

3910 Girard Ave N 4
Webber 
Camden 

2005 Hillside Ave N 5 Jordan 
1714 Hillside Ave N 5 Jordan 
2635 James Ave N 5 Jordan 
2125 James Ave N 5 Jordan 
2720 James Ave N 5 Jordan 
1119 Knox Ave N 5 Near North 
1001 Logan Ave N 5 Near North 

3851 Lyndale Ave N 4
Webber 
Camden 

3627 Lyndale Ave N 3 McKinley 
2414 Lyndale Ave N 3 Hawthorne 
2131 Lyndale Ave N 3 Hawthorne 
2415 Lyndale Ave N 3 Hawthorne 
3015 Morgan Ave N 4 Jordan 
3427 Morgan Ave N 4 Folwell 
1610 Oak Park Ave N 5 Near North 
2705 Oliver Ave N 5 Jordan 
1942 Oliver Ave N 5 Willard Hay 
3318 Oliver Ave N 4 Folwell 
2619 Oliver Ave N 5 Jordan 
3543 Oliver Ave N 4 Folwell 
3633 Oliver Ave N 4 Folwell 
1826 Oliver Ave N 5 Willard Hay 
2800 Penn Ave N 5 Jordan 
2943 Penn Ave N 5 Jordan 
2911 Penn Ave N 5 Jordan 
2718 Penn Ave N 5 Jordan 
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Number 

Street 
Name Type Direction Ward Neighborhood 

2655 Penn Ave N 5 Jordan 
2631 Penn Ave N 5 Jordan 
2614 Penn Ave N 5 Jordan 

710 Penn Ave N 5 Near North 
627 Penn Ave N 5 Harrison 

2915 Penn Ave N 5 Jordan 
2950 Queen Ave N 5 Jordan 
2018 Queen Ave N 5 Willard Hay 
2718 Queen Ave N 5 Jordan 
2743 Queen Ave N 4 Jordan 
2904 Queen Ave N 5 Jordan 
1254 Russell Ave N 5 Willard Hay 
3514 Russell Ave N 4 Cleveland 
2918 Russell Ave N 4 Jordan 
2955 Russell Ave N 4 Jordan 

706 Russell Ave N 5 Willard Hay 
1819 Sheridan Ave N 5 Willard Hay 
2014 Upton Ave N 5 Willard Hay 

1914 
West 
Broadway Ave N 5 Jordan 

1800 
West 
Broadway Ave N 5 Jordan 

1726 
West 
Broadway Ave N 5 Jordan 

1716 
West 
Broadway Ave N 5 Jordan 

1714 
West 
Broadway Ave N 5 Jordan 

1918 
West 
Broadway Ave N 5 Jordan 

2034 Willow Ave N 5 Jordan 
 
Note: Shaded properties were approved for demolition in August 2008. 
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