
Chicago Avenue Corridor Plan 
Scope of Work/Plan Outline 

 
1. Purpose of plan 
 
2. Vision statement and guiding principles 
 
3. Documentation of Community Engagement Process 
 
4. Survey of existing conditions 

a. Historical context 
b. Comprehensive plan (The Minneapolis Plan for Sustainable Growth) future 

land use guidance, policies, and implementation steps that apply to study area 
c. Previously completed plans, concurrent plans (including adopted small area 

plans, Access Minneapolis, AICP Community Planning Workshop, and 
hospital master facilities plans) 

d. Demographic context including population, employment, and housing 
e. Property information, including zoning, land use, ownership, property value, 

physical condition, homestead status, etc. 
f. Crime statistics 
g. *Market analysis: Information about existing and future market for: 

• Retail  
• Office/Life Sciences 
• Housing 
 

5. Analysis of Opportunities and Challenges 
a. Categorized analysis of opportunities and challenges taken from public input 

and survey of existing conditions. This section will bridge the existing 
conditions section of the report to the recommendations section of the report. 

 
6. Land Use, Development, and Urban Design 

a. Future Land Use Map 
• Future land use map in the format of The Minneapolis Plan for 

Sustainable Growth and recently-adopted small areas plans 
b. Development Intensity/Building Type Map 

• Development intensity map modeled after that found in the Midtown 
Greenway Land Use and Development Plan, customized to fit the 
context of Chicago Avenue 

c. Design Guidelines for New Development 
• General design principles to be followed for new development and 

incremental building and site improvements. This section will 
include a summary of existing design policies from the 
comprehensive plan and site plan review requirements of the zoning 
code, with a discussion of how design considerations for the Chicago 
Avenue corridor complement those policies and regulations. 

• Prototypical development scenarios for specific sites (about three) 
that are illustrative of main design principles. At minimum, this will 
include an example for redevelopment of a site on the Commercial 
Corridor north of Franklin Avenue, a redevelopment site on the 
Community Corridor south of Franklin Avenue, and an illustration 



showing the principles that should be followed when making 
improvements/additions to the large medical institutions fronting 
Chicago Avenue. 

b. Development Opportunities Map 
 

7. Transportation 
a. Recommend any changes to Access Minneapolis recommendations that may 

be required to align the future transportation network with the new land use 
and economic development recommendations of this plan, while keeping with 
City policies calling for a balanced transportation system that promotes 
increased transit use, bicycling, walking, and carpooling. 

b. Analyze on- and off-street parking in the study area and recommend strategies 
for creating shared parking facilities 

c. Analyze transit service serving employment and housing in the study area, and 
recommend improvements to increase transit mode share 

d. Identify improvements to the pedestrian realm, including improvements to 
connectivity through large institutional uses 

 
8. Public Realm 

a. Concepts for additional streetscape elements, depending on status of 
streetscape in reconstruction project 

b. Standards for elements such as landscaping and fencing that can complement 
future Chicago Avenue streetscape improvements, delineate public vs. private 
space, and visually unify the corridor 

c. Identify existing public gathering spaces with recommendations for 
improvements and/or development of new public gathering spaces 

 
9. *Economic Development Strategy 

a. Identify sectors to focus business retention and expansion efforts 
b. Suggestions for branding the corridor (confirm Lifesciences Corridor, or 

suggest new branding identity) 
c. Identify public improvements and programmatic efforts to support economic 

development in the study area 
d. Strategies for better linking the existing employment base to retail services on 

Lake Street and Franklin Avenue 
 
10. Livability 

a. Recommend crime prevention strategies tied to investments in private 
development and public infrastructure, including implementation of CPTED 
principles 

 
11. Implementation 

a. Categorized list of action items with timelines, responsible parties, range of 
costs, funding sources, and identification of challenges 

 
*Plan elements to be completed by consultant 


