








1. Looking across Washington Avenue and down the length of Hennepin and Nicoliet Avenues toward the river, c. 1830.

was constructed. Along with a major
hotel at Washington and Hennepin it
highlighted the skyline of the City
center which stretched from the Wash-
ington Avenue commercial axis to the
milling district, tying together the rem-
nants of the earlier commercial centers.

Still remaining on the east bank of the
river from the 19th century skyline

are the Pillsbury “A” Mill, completed
in 1881, and Our Lady of Lourdes
Church, dedicated in 1857 by the First
Universalist Society of St. Anthony.
Along with several other significant
buildings and original granite cobble-
stone streets these structures still
characterize the mood of the town of
St. Anthony, long since swallowed by the
faster growing Minneapolis. Only the
cornerstone, however, remains of the

Minnesota Exposition Building which
overlooked the Third Avenue Bridge
and housed the Republican National
Convention of 1892. The Exposition
Building had replaced the Winslow
House, a popular hotel at mid-century,
which drew much of its clientele
from steamboat traffic.

UNIVERSITY. The University of Minne-
sota has been powerful for a century
throughout the state, with its prime
focus along the southeast Minneapolis
Riverfront. Although the University was
chartered in 1851, eighteen years of
financial and organizational difficulties
intervened before the school began
functioning without threat of bank-
ruptcy. With legislative assignment of
Morrill Act lands amounting to 120,000

2. Architect Gilbert's vision for the University of Minnesota Riverfront.
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acres, the way was opened to the es-
tablishment of an agricultural college
as part of a central state university.

When President William Folwell arrived
in 1869 he found a University faculty
of nine, a freshman class of thirteen and
a preparatory department numbering
more than two hundred. Folwell des-
cribed an exciting conception of a state
university at his inauguration—a fed-
eration of schools with a faculty of
teachers and investigators, junior col-
leges which would function in high
school and academies—and asked for a
wealth of facilities—museum, library,
observatory, faculty and research.

Now the third largest university in the
country, the Minnesota school has grown
to match Folwell's original image—

and more. The Minneapolis campus
might have been harmonized had Cass
Giibert's blueprints for neo-classic
river-oriented architecture been ful-
filled, but the campus has grown more
like Topsy as funds have been al-
lotted to meet bursting needs.

IMMIGRATION. Industrial and edu-
cational development strained to meet
the needs of a city population that in-
creased sevenfold from the close of
the Civil War until 1900.

in 1880 70% of the population were
Europeans of the first and second gen-
eration. Many of these Scandinavian
and German immigrants returned to
their homelands to successfully re-
cruit more newcomers.



Lower tip of Nicollet istand in 1900 with Exposition Hall in background.

TRANSITION

For a multiplicity of reasons, the City
has, in the twentieth century, aban-
doned the river. The fast lumber mill in
Minneapolis was closed in 1920, as
previously mentioned. In 1930 a change
in freight rates brought the Minneap-
olis flour industry into competition

with Buffalo, Kansas City, and other
cities where milling had been develop-
ing. Grain elevators remained, but
diversifying mills gradually moved to
acreage away from the river. The ef-
fort to construct the Upper Harbor,
begun about this time, was too late to
offer a river transport system and

stem the tide. And constant visible
sewage floated on the river until the
first Pig's Eye Sewer Plant was con-
structed in 1938. These factors combined

with others produced little variety of
river usage, leaving much of the river
area in a state of decreasing in-
dustrial utilization.

On the east bank the University
closed off its Mall from the river with
the construction of Coffman Student
Union. On the west bank, the Washing-
ton Avenue strip created a pocket of
ramshackle buildings near the river,
and the congestion of Bridge Square
caused business to escape southward
along Hennepin and Nicoliet Avenues,
where more commercial space was
available at cheaper prices,

The Bridge Square area decayed notice-
ably. In 1908 the Park Board proposed
razing the old city hall and contiguous
buildings. A public park was built with
the intention of creating a formal gate-
way to the City but this idea proved

unfavorable to all but the area residents.

The task of razing decaying buildings
on the west bank became the City's
first major urban renewal program in
the late '50s with the Gateway Center
renewal project. Space still remains for
future development of this area stretch-
ing from the former Bridge Square to
the landmark City Hall-County Court-
house completed in 1905.

Even as earlier history offered
the sense of belonging to the riv-
er, these later events have reversed
this feeling of proximity. Mani-
festation of the river’'s glorious
past can be found in vacant, di-
lapidated structures, abandoned
and poorly used river edge land
and in the summation of such
evidence, a City with its back
turned to the river.






