4.0 Issues, Opportunities and Constraints

4.1 Site analysis: Franklin Avenue Station

The elevation difference between the Franklin station platform and
Franklin Avenue creates challenges in providing pedestrian, bicycle and
bus connections to the station platform from Franklin Avenue. Difficult
grades resulting from the depression of Franklin Avenue, the
fragmentation of the original street pattern, and the reconstruction of
Hiawatha Avenue have left Franklin Avenue between Cedar Avenue
and 16th Avenue devoid of development at the street edge. This
environment does not provide destinations for transit riders, nor does it
provide an attractive and safe facility to attract transit users.

The complexity of the Franklin-Minnehaha-Cedar intersection and
Hiawatha Avenue access restrictions also further complicate connections
to this station. To the west, the Hiawatha overpass creates a dark
unattractive space which encourages undesired activity and makes the
pedestrian environment appear unsafe and threatening. To the east, the
large intersection is difficult for pedestrians to cross, especially for the
handicapped and the elderly, and creates a large expanse of unattractive
paving. These conditions discourage/diminish connections to the Ventura
Village neighborhood to the west and Seward neighborhood to the east.
Access to the light industrial parcels south of Franklin Avenue is
circuitous and indirect (via Cedar Avenue) due to the reconstruction of
Hiawatha Avenue. Existing development and Hiawatha Avenue also
prohibit direct connections to the station from the East Phillips
neighborhood, southwest of the station area.

The limitations of pedestrian connections to adjacent neighborhoods is
well illustrated by the pedestrian “sheds” highlighted in pink in
Figure 4.1. While the '2-mile radius circle illustrates the theoretical area
within ten-minute walk of the station, the pink areas illustrate the actual
five- and ten- minute walks via the current street grid. Commercial areas
west of TH 55 are just beyond five minutes of the station. Pedestrian
routes in the Phillips neighborhood, along Bloomington Avenue, Franklin
Avenue, and 24th Streets, while generally safe and comfortable, are
indirect to both the station and to commercial areas. A fair portion of the
Franklin commercial area east of Cedar Avenue falls within five minutes’
walk of the station. The Augsburg College campus falls within a
ten-minute walk of this station via 20th Avenue.
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FIGURE 4.1 - SITE ANALYSIS - FRANKLIN STATION AREA

FRANKLIN-CEDAR/RIVERSIDE TOD



A bicycle trail will follow the LRT rail line through the TOD area
providing pedestrian and bicycle access to downtown Minneapolis and the
Seward neighborhood with connection to the Phillips neighborhood via
the 24th Street overpass. One designated on-street bicycle route runs
along 20th Avenue from the University of Minnesota ending abruptly at
Franklin Avenue.

Interstate 94 and Trunk Highway (TH) 55, (Hiawatha Avenue), provide
regional access to the Franklin Avenue TOD area. These corridors
connect to a broader regional system, including [-35W, as well as routes to
downtown Minneapolis. Access to TH 55 occurs south of the Franklin
station at Cedar Avenue. Access to eastbound I-94 occurs north of the
station along Cedar as well. Access to westbound [-94 can be obtained via
the Cedar Avenue access to TH 55, but this route is not signed. Franklin,
Cedar, and Minnehaha Avenues are arterial routes serving the TOD area.
These routes make connections to 1-94 and Highway 55, and to University
Avenue to the north and Lake Street to the south. Franklin Avenue is
fronted by primarily commercial uses within the TOD area, while heavier
commercial and industrial businesses front on Minnehaha. Cedar Avenue
transitions from commercial uses north of [-94 to residential uses south of
24th Street. Near the Franklin LRT station, Cedar Avenue is devoted
almost exclusively to vehicular movement, with little capacity for
pedestrian or bicycle movement. Alterations to these roadways to
accommodate rail and highway corridors have created a complex, vehicle-
dominated street environment.

Transit service within the TOD area is available along Franklin, Cedar,
Minnehaha Avenues, Bloomington Avenue and 24th Street. Transfer
connections to the Franklin LRT station will be made directly below the
station bridge on Franklin for Routes 2 and 8, at the Franklin-Cedar
Intersection for Route 19 and at the Franklin-Minnehaha intersection for
Route 20. Routes 2, 8, and 20 currently run approximately every
20-30 minutes on weekdays. Route 19 runs approximately every
10-20 minutes on weekdays. Weekend routes run every 30 minutes on
Saturdays, 60 minutes on Sundays.

Connections between Franklin Avenue and the station platform include

exterior stairs, ramps and handicap elevators at both the north and south
ends of the station platform.
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