
Department of Community Planning and Economic Development – Planning Division 
Variance Request 

BZZ-5209 
 

Date: July 28, 2011 
 
Applicant: John Lilja 
 
Address of Property: 1423 27th Street West 
 
Contact Person and Phone: John Lilja, (651) 255-2844 
 
Planning Staff and Phone: Shanna Sether, (612) 673-2307 
 
Date Application Deemed Complete: June 24, 2011 
 
End of 60 Day Decision Period: August 22, 2011 
 
End of 120 Day Decision Period: October 21, 2011 (Staff sent extension letter July 20, 2011) 
 
 
Ward: 10 Neighborhood Organization: East Isles Residents Association  
 
Existing Zoning: R5 Multiple-Family Residence District and SH Shoreland Overlay District 
 
Proposed Use: A new detached garage to an existing single family house 
 
Concurrent Review:  

• Variance to reduce the west interior side yard from 5 ft. to 1 ft. 6 in.  
• Variance to reduce the rear yard from 5 ft. to 1 ft.  

 
Zoning code section authorizing the requested variance: Chapter 525, Article IX Variances, 
Specifically Section 525.520(1)(1) “to vary the yard requirements, including permitted obstructions 
into required yards not allowed by the applicable regulations.” 
 
Continuance: The subject property is an irregular parcel, approximately 4,275 sq. ft. in area and 
consists of an existing single-family dwelling and an 11 ft. by 18 ft. detached garage, located on the 
property line. The applicant is proposing demolish the existing detached garage and construct a new 14 
ft. by 24 ft. detached garage in the rear of the lot, approximately 1 ft. 6 in. to the interior and 1 ft. to the 
rear property lines.  
 
The applicant has indicated in their statement of proposed use and description of project that the garage 
will have a lift, so that two cars may be parked in the garage at one time. A lift is prohibited in 
residential garages and will not be allowed. When the applicant was made aware that the lift is 
prohibited, he determined that additional time would be required to redesign the proposed project. The 
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applicant is requesting a continuance of one-cycle, to the August 11, 2011, Board of Adjustment public 
hearing.  
 
 
Recommendation of the Department of Community Planning and Economic Development -
Planning Division: 
 
The Department of Community Planning and Economic Development – Planning Division 
recommends that the Board of Adjustment continue the variance to reduce the minimum west interior 
side yard setback from 5 feet to approximately 1 feet 6 inches to allow for the new construction of a 
detached garage to an existing single-family dwelling located at 1423 West 27th Street in the R5 
Multiple-Family District, one cycle to August 11, 2011. 
 
 
 
Recommendation of the Department of Community Planning and Economic Development -
Planning Division: 
 
The Department of Community Planning and Economic Development – Planning Division 
recommends that the Board of Adjustment continue the variance to reduce the minimum rear yard 
setback from 5 feet to approximately 1 feet to allow for the new construction of a detached garage to 
an existing single-family dwelling located at 1423 West 27th Street in the R5 Multiple-Family District, 
one cycle to August 11, 2011. 
 
 
 
Attachments:  
 

1) Zoning Map 
2) Request for continuance 

 
 
 
 
 
 


