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Bernard, Joseph A.

From: sembl001@umn.edu
Sent: Monday, November 02, 2009 12:02 AM
To: Bernard, Joseph A.
Subject: dania hall site:

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Yellow

i would like to see some sort of sustainable, multi-cultural center built on the site. i'd
like to see it have a garden on the site, and i want the sidewalk path through to stay. 
i'd also like to see the bridge rebuilt. i have other ideas, but am very busy of late. 
please keep me posted on further developments.

doug sembla
final vice president, north country co-op steward, afscme 3800, u of mn clericals admin. 
secretary, school of dentistry former west bank resident



Bernard, Joseph A. 

From: Jenso [jensofunky@gmail.com]

Sent: Sunday, November 01, 2009 2:01 PM

To: Bernard, Joseph A.

Subject: Future of Dania Hall site

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Yellow

Attachments: dania_hall_site-1.gif
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11/10/2009

Hi Joseph, 

I received a request to send you thoughts on the future use of the Dania Hall site by Nov. 1st, so here are my thoughts: 

I envision a pedestrian-friendly multi-use building with retailers on the first floor and community space and small 
business office space on the upper floors. A theatre/auditorium like the old Dania Hall would be great for larger meetings 
and even community performances. I see a brick building that matches the older buildings toward Riverside, but with a 
warmer feel. The drawing from the Small Area Plan fits my vision pretty closely (attached), except I would design an 
arched entryway with larger windows on each side on the first floor. 

A modern well-lit first floor with large windows would be very inviting and discourage loitering. Nice landscaping in the 
front would also discourage littering. I would like to retain a pedestrian path from 5th Street to Cedar as that is the only 
gateway from my neighborhood to Cedar Ave, and add one from 5th Street to Riverside. If possible, it would be great to 
extend into the unused parking area behind that property, as that is currently surrounded by unsightly tall chain link 
fencing and is a prime spot for teens to loiter. A park area with benches surrounding the building could make it an 
approved place to socialize. Adding nice lighting would be a great safety addition. 

Since we lost our beloved North Country Co-op, my first priority is a fresh produce/food retailer who deals in locally 
sourced foods. There are no options in Cedar/Riverside right now to pick up a carton of organic milk or other quality dairy 
and produce. The African market at 5th & Cedar does not carry these items. Possibly a well-established company like The 
Wedge Co-op could open a mini-location here. Also, an ice cream shop would be a welcome addition, and encourage 
visitors from other neighborhoods.  

Meeting space upstairs would be handy for local volunteer organizations, such as the West Bank Community Coalition 
and NRP. They are currently using the Brian Coyle Center, which can have scheduling issues, and are currently paying 
rent for a small closet to house their important files (I used to be on the board). 

I think youth should be included in this building too. Possibly an arcade with classic games and pinball, a basketball 
shooting game and Skeeball with tickets to earn small prizes to encourage socializing and a goal to attain. Youth don't 
seem to have an area to socialize in this neighborhood and anywhere for them to go besides the streets and sitting in alleys 
is helpful to them and to residents concerned about crime. 

I would like this to be an opportunity to blend cultures, not just an African center, not just a Scandinavian/Caucasian 
center, but I would love for it to keep the Dania Hall name as a tribute to the area's history. 

Thanks, 
-Jennifer Moates 
5-year Cedar/Riverside homeowner, 18-year Minneapolis resident, former WBCC Secretary and Sr. Graphic 
Designer at Target Corporation. 
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Bernard, Joseph A.

From: freddas@soundinternet.com
Sent: Thursday, October 29, 2009 7:32 AM
To: Bernard, Joseph A.; hsamatar@adcminnesota.org
Cc: Abdirizak Mahboub; Saeed Fahia; abihi@hotmail.com; freddas; tmungavan@wbcdc.org; 

yoonjupark@gmail.com; Jennifer Blevins; Benjamin Marcy; John Bueche; Jim White; Maze, 
Haila R.; Cedar, Judy R; Guild, Kristin A.

Subject: RE: Dania Hall Site - Community Outreach Period

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Yellow

Judging from the many requests we receive, the need for community space in Cedar Riverside
is critical. The neighborhood needs space for wedding receptions and parties as well as 
meetings. Office space that would allow various services proximity to the population would
be well-used. We would have much greater access to services if the entities that provide 
them could gain a foothold. I often lament what we could have, if only we had the space.

I would caution against naming the building after any one ethnicity unless it would be to 
keep the Dania name in commemoration of the original. Cedar Riverside is and was the first
neighborhood for many immigrants. Some always stay, but the neighborhood gradually gives 
way to the next group. We are East African today, but as East Africans succeed they 
purchase homes and move away.

Fredda Scobey
Executive Director
Riverside Plaza Tenants' Association
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Bernard, Joseph A.

From: starr094@umn.edu
Sent: Wednesday, October 28, 2009 4:22 PM
To: Bernard, Joseph A.
Subject: RE: Dania Hall Site - Community Outreach Period

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Yellow

Hi Joe-

I was thinking about this today and realized I forgot to mention one thing we discussed at
the January meeting as crucial - that the building match the "style" of the neighborhood. 
(I think by closely adhering to the way Dania looked). We need to AT LEAST have the 
wonderful tower part!

Thanks
KJ Starr
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Bernard, Joseph A.

From: holm0524@umn.edu
Sent: Wednesday, October 28, 2009 12:51 PM
To: Bernard, Joseph A.
Subject: Dania Hall Site Input

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Yellow

Hello Mr.Bernard,
I am a longtime resident of the West Bank. Dania Hall served for decades as a community 
gathering point. I share concerns with many West Bank residents that this site will be 
rebuilt in a way that does not serve the community, but rather private interests. I would 
like to see this site rebuilt as a community space, with facilities for community 
education programs, theatre, music, and art display . This community has a wealth of 
diversity and talent, and lacks a space where all members of the community can come 
together. It will be a great disservice to the community, and to Minneapolis, if the 
Dainia Hall site is rebuilt in a way that does not serve as an anchor to the West Bank 
community.

Thank you for your time,
Thea Holmberg-Johnson
holm0524@umn.edu



Bernard, Joseph A. 

From: Whitney Hunt [rso@sherman-associates.com]

Sent: Wednesday, October 28, 2009 10:55 AM

To: Bernard, Joseph A.

Subject: Dania Hall Site

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Yellow
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11/10/2009

I would like to see the Dania Hall site used as a Safety Center for Cedar Riverside. 
  
  
  
Whitney Hunt 
Director of Resident Services 
Hannon Security 
Serving Sherman Associates Inc and The Brian Coyle Center 
612‐337‐2601 direct 
612‐338‐2638 fax 
612‐338‐6161 Resident Services Office 
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Bernard, Joseph A.

From: starr094@umn.edu
Sent: Tuesday, October 27, 2009 9:44 PM
To: Bernard, Joseph A.
Cc: Gordon, Cam A.
Subject: Re: Dania Hall Site - Community Outreach Period

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Yellow

Hi -

We own the Wienery Restaurant, across from the Dania Hall site. We both are also former 
residents of the Holtzerman building adjacent to the site (at separate times over the 
years). Beyond being business owners, we consider the West Bank to be our community and 
true home and are very concerned about the future development of the neighborhood.

We would really like to see Dania Hall rebuilt in all its glory as an anchor to the 
neighborhood. We are opposed to the West Bank CDC being involved in its development, 
considering their involvement in not insuring it when it burnt to the ground. Frankly, we 
don't think that we are the only people disturbed by the possibility that Tim Mungaven and
the CDC might be given a second chance after destroying a valuable building central to our
neighborhood.

We would like to see a development use for the building similar to its original use - 
commercial space on the bottom floor (and potentially the basement), community offices, 
gym space, child care center (or other community-oriented activity) on the second floor 
and a theater/assembly hall on the third and fourth floors. We don't believe that 
residential use would be possible if a theater and community space existed on the third 
and fourth floors. Whether or not a theater is included, we feel that it is very important
that Dania Hall be a gathering spot for the community - essentially an inside "plaza 
space" needed to anchor the community. The Brian Coyle center is nice, but it would be 
very nice to have community services and outreach more central in a highly visible and 
welcoming spot with history directly on Cedar Avenue.

The neighborhood lost a lot when we lost Dania Hall. The empty lot is a daily insult to 
those of us who walk across it every day. Our neighborhood is home to thousands of people 
who live in a very small area and home to additional thousands like us who will always be 
connected to it no matter where we reside. We deserve to have a beautiful community 
building for all of us to share.

Thanks for your attention.

Please keep us posted and place this email address on any list you are maintaining.

KJ and Pat Starr 



Bernard, Joseph A. 

From: Knutson, Rosemary [RosemaryKnutson@edinarealty.com]

Sent: Tuesday, October 27, 2009 10:19 AM

To: Bernard, Joseph A.

Subject: RE: Dania Hall Site - Community Outreach Period

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Yellow

Page 1 of 1

11/10/2009

Hi, 
I couldn't figure out an easy way to respond electronically, so looked up the questions and have answered them below.  
  
 I'm currently on the NRP Board and the WBCC Bluff St Park Task Force.  Past Chair of the WBCC, the  WBCC Public Safety 
Committee, the WBCC Hiawatha LRT Safety Committee and Co‐chair of the WBCC NRP Steering Committee. 
  
   
1.  Uses:  blend with the rest of the street/block.  main level commercial/entertainment/restaurant, upper levels 
residential.  Preferably owner occupied condos, rental for now until that market comes back and then conversion.  We 
need more market rate, owner occupied housing in Cedar Riverside.  Upper level could have a nice space, managed by 
building/apartment/condo ownership that could be rented for ceremonial events, weddings, graduations, etc.   Like 
Dania did!    
  
2.  Amenities:  Pedestrian path is a safety concern, used by thugs to run from the police when they are interrupted 
selling drugs.  It's their escape route and takes them directly into a residential area.  Not good.  If there is a path, it needs 
to have lots of light and cameras to dissuade the troublemakers.  I say this as past chair of the Public Safety committee.  
Ask the MPD.  I think it should replicate Dania as much as possible.  This is a commercial street, block, site.  It should look 
good, but be practical.  Bike stalls, of course.    
  
3.  Look like:  4 or 5 stories, blends, brick/historical façade, GREEN, preferable LEED certified!  Make it appealing as a 
destination and residence for the growing number of people who appreciate the importance of GREEN!  Perhaps find U 
of M and/or Augsburg people/resources to help with that type of planning?.  If we can't do green on the West Bank, 
where can it happen? 
  
Thanks! 
Rosemary    
  
Rosemary Knutson, CRS, GRI  
Celebrating 28 Years of Real Estate Excellence with Edina Realty  
www.rosemaryknutson.edinarealty.com  
Mail to:  rosemaryknutson@edinarealty.com 
Mobile: 612-720-9966 
"When we see land as a community to which we belong, we may begin to use it 
with love and respect."           Aldo Leopold 
   
  



Bernard, Joseph A. 

From: ski@bitstream.net

Sent: Tuesday, October 27, 2009 10:04 AM

To: Bernard, Joseph A.

Subject: Re: Dania Hall Site - Community Outreach Period

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Yellow
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Joe, the Dania Hall site is a very key piece of the business street frontage here on Cedar Avenue and the West-
Bank.  Development of this lot should be focused on adding function and vitality to the existing business 
district that surrounds it.  Appropriate uses would be along the lines of; Restaurants, Theaters and Retail.   
Anything else would be an out of place detraction and better suited to areas off of the Cedar Ave business 
node.  The West-Bank business community is making great progress in raising the quality and vitality of 
business related offerings on Cedar Avenue.  This project should be done thoughtfully with attention to 
proposals that contribute and add to the existing vibrant, pedestrian oriented street scape. 
 
 
Best regards, 
Dan Prozinski 
Durable Images, Inc. 
1505 Washington Avenue South 
Minneapolis, MN 55454 
 
  



Bernard, Joseph A. 

From: Molly Waggoner [mollysidera@gmail.com]

Sent: Monday, October 26, 2009 4:53 PM

To: Bernard, Joseph A.

Subject: Dania Hall Short Survey

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Yellow
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*1. What type of uses do you think would be appropriate for the site? * 
Community space, perhaps with retail or restaurant space at ground level 
 
 
 
 
*2. What amenities do you want incorporated into the project?* 
All of the examples given (pedestrian path connecting Cedar and 5th Street, Public Art, Bike stalls, enhanced 
landscaping) are great ideas, though there is finally a sidewalk there now anyway.  I think some nod to the 
historical/cultural significance of the site would be good, whether that is incorporated into the exterior or 
interior of the building. 
 
 
 
 
*3. What do you want the building to look like? * 
Honestly, I think it would be really great to build a replica of the old Dania Hall.  It had such history and was 
such an icon of the neighborhood, what better way to honor the things it stood for than by constructing it all 
over again. 
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Bernard, Joseph A.

From: leex1872@umn.edu
Sent: Tuesday, October 20, 2009 9:37 PM
To: Bernard, Joseph A.
Subject: Dania Hall Comment

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Yellow

Attachments: Dania comment.doc

Dania comment.doc 
(38 KB)

Joe, 
   Thanks for sending out this questionnaire, I've attached my comments. 
    -Andrew Lee

*************************************
Joe,

      Here are my comments regarding the Dania Hall site.

Andrew Lee
Board Member
West Bank Community Coalition

1. What type of uses do you think would be appropriate for this site?   A mixed use 
building with first floor retail stall or stalls and housing or office above. I strongly 
believe this should be a tax generating building with as little or no capital or 
operational subsidy or financing. Just out of curiosity is TIF or other financing being 
considered for this property? 
2. What amenities do you want incorporated into the project?    An active first floor 
use, and a side walk for 5th street. 
3. What do you want the building to look like?  I would hope that the building would 
meat the sidewalk (without three feet of turf or some other setback) and provide a 
traditional urban street wall for at least the first three floors. I also hope the 
building uses as much of the parcel available as possible. As far as architecture, I think
a postmodern or nostalgic façade would be really unfortunate. I’m sure most of the 
responses you’ve gotten say “it should reflect the other buildings on Cedar”. Though I 
love architecture pre 1950, modern buildings that pretend to be historic belong in 
Disneyland. To bad there is not a no postmodern zoning. 



Bernard, Joseph A. 

From: Troy Pipier [troy@thehubbikecoop.biz]

Sent: Tuesday, October 20, 2009 3:13 PM

To: Bernard, Joseph A.

Subject: Dania Hall Site Input

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Yellow
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Hello Joe, 
 
I'm part owner of The Hub and Hard Times Cafe, both on the West Bank. My input on the Dania Hall site is 
below.  
 
 
Questions: 
 
1. What type of uses do you think would be appropriate for the site? 
 
My organizations would appreciate seeing the site used for commercial activity that would provide the 
neighborhood with something it does not already have: general store, hardware store, health clinic, health club, 
grocery store. 
 
The neighborhood already has a community center and too many bars and restaurants.  
 
We also support low-income housing above the commercial. 
 
 
2. What amenities do you want incorporated into the project? 
 
Examples: A pedestrian path connecting Cedar and 5th Street, Public Art, 
Bike stalls, enhanced landscaping, etc. 
 
All of the above as well as a rain garden, solar panels and other things to make it environmentally sustainable. 
LEED certification in a Cedar-Riverside building would be a source of pride and outside recognition.  
 
 
3. What do you want the building to look like? 
 
A four-story building with an appearance that blends with the surrounding buildings.  
 
 
--  
Troy Pieper 
Marketing Coordinator 
The Hub Bike Cooperative 
612.227.9245 
3020 Minnehaha Ave.  
Minneapolis, MN 55406 



Bernard, Joseph A. 

From: Pj Doyle [pj@mixedblood.com]

Sent: Friday, October 16, 2009 10:49 AM

To: Bernard, Joseph A.

Cc: catherine vennewitz

Subject: Dania Hall Site Input

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Yellow
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11/10/2009

Thank  you for soliciting community input on the future of the Dania Hall Site in Cedar Riverside.   

 
1.  What type of use?  I recommend a community space that serves as a gathering spot for the current 
neighborhood denizens. 
2.  What amenities?  It would be nice to have some public art that is reflective of the rich immigrant history of 
the area.  Enhanced landscaping can be incorporated and might be developed as a joint project with some 
neighborhood groups.  There are a number of residents who already take advantage of the smallest open spaces 
(along the fence by Coyle Center, near the I94 overpass, etc) for gardens.  I would imagine many will be happy 
to take a role in tending the space. 
3.  What does it look like?  Again, the historic character of Cedar Riverside is varied and close to the hearts of 
many Minneapolitans.  Something respectful of that history as well as open and inviting will reinforce the 
welcoming nature of the neighborhood. 
 
 
 
Pj Doyle 
Managing Director 
Mixed Blood Theatre 
1501 S Fourth St 
Minneapolis MN  55454 
pj@mixedblood.com 
(612) 338-7959 
"Organizing is what you do before you do something, so when you do it, it is not all mixed up." 
A A Milne 
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Bernard, Joseph A.

From: peter dodge [peterdodge@yahoo.com]
Sent: Friday, October 16, 2009 10:48 AM
To: Bernard, Joseph A.
Cc: Gordon, Cam A.
Subject: Dania hall Survey

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Yellow

Dear Joe Bernard,

Could you send me a link the Dania Hall report from the meeting in January, 2009? I am 
told that the report has concluded that a "copy' of Dania Hall was not a desired option 
and I don't remember that being decided. Also I have been sent a copy of a survey by a 
WCCC member listing a question about what kind of a building we want on the dania space/. 
I don't recollect that we decided on a building either.

Thanks, peter Dodge, West Bank resident.
peterdodge@yahoo.com 

      



Bernard, Joseph A. 

From: Jim Ruiz [tljruiz@gmail.com]

Sent: Thursday, October 15, 2009 9:09 PM

To: Bernard, Joseph A.

Cc: Sophia Ginis

Subject: Fwd: CPED seeks your comment regarding the Dania Hall Site

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Yellow

Attachments: Dania comment.doc; ATT596256.htm
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Joe, 
 
      I should have copied you on this.  If you start getting emails, it is because Sophia has sent this letter out to 
our list - WBCC.  My comments are included in the attachment. 
 
Jim 
  
**************************** 
  
Joe, 
  
      Here are my comments regarding the Dania Hall site. 
  
Jim Ruiz 
Board Member 
West Bank Community Coalition 
  
  

1. What type of uses do you think would be appropriate for this site?   The uses for the site should be 
determined by the needs of the people who live in Cedar Riverside, in particular the immigrant 
communities.  The youth growing up in Cedar Riverside lack the opportunities the youth in other 
neighborhoods enjoy.  I would recommend a youth center.  Since this neighborhood lacks a public 
library, Dania Hall could offer some of the services a library provides, a safe place to do home work, 
access to computers, tutoring.  In any case, any proposal should have the demonstrated support of the 
immigrant community.   

2. What amenities do you want incorporated into the project?  A bicycle ramp located in the basement of 
the building and accessible by a ramp.  Everything possible should be done to promote non-automobile 
transportation for people coming to the building.  The primary focus for parking should be for bicycles 
with car parking second.  Pedestrian access should also be a top priority, a side walk connecting closed 
5th street with Cedar Ave would make the building more pedestrian accessible.    

3. What do you want the building to look like?  The building should be congruous with the architecture of 
the rest of Cedar Avenue.   This doesn’t necessarily mean recreating the architectural style, but more the 
scale and elegance of the buildings on the east side of Cedar.  The building should become a showpiece 
and symbol for the neighborhood  

  
  
  
  



Bernard, Joseph A. 

From: Maren Ward [maren@bedlamtheatre.org]

Sent: Thursday, October 15, 2009 5:45 PM

To: Bernard, Joseph A.

Subject: Dania Hall

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Yellow
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Dear Mr. Bernard,  
 
Thank you for soliciting public input on the character of the development of the Dania Hall lot in Cedar-
Riverside. I am Artistic Director of Bedlam Theatre and have worked in the neighborhood for 13 years and it is 
very dear to my heart. In fact, I worked on a project with neighborhood residents and University students called 
"Et Blot Til Lyst (Not for Fun Only): A ceremony to celebrate the spirit of Dania Hall" that was held in the lot. 
The project incorporated a lot of the history of the site, a "design charette" with over 50 urban planning, 
architecture and visual art students, and  current thoughts about the space and would love to share more about 
that with you if there were an opportunity. Below are my responses to your questions.  
 
Sincerely 
Maren Ward 
Co-Artistic Director 
Bedlam Theatre 
612-720-4754 c.  
 
1. What type of uses do you think would be appropriate for the site? 
 
-green space, outdoor stage, open air market 
-community space - neighborhood relations, arts, etc.  
 
IN the spirit of dania - community, creativity, and  culture  
 
 
2. What amenities do you want incorporated into the project? 
 
all of the above! A pedestrian path connecting Cedar and 5th Street, Public Art, 
Bike stalls, enhanced landscaping,  
 
SOMETHING that acknowledges Dania Hall and the many communities of Cedar-Riverside 
 
 
3. What do you want the building to look like? 
 
I like it as an open space, landscaped with and outdoor stage, public art, and greenery.  
 
If there is going to be a building I would want it to blend in with Cedar Ave. Possibly designed after the 
original.  
 
 
 
City Staff Contact: 
Joe Bernard, AICP, Senior City Planner 



Mail: City of Minneapolis 
Department of Community Planning and Economic Development 
250 4th Street South Room 110 
Minneapolis, MN 55415 
E-mail: joseph.bernard@ci.minneapolis.mn.us 
Phone: (612) 673-2422 
Dania Hall Website: http://www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/cped/dania_hall_site.asp 
 
--  
Maren Ward 
Co-Artistic Director - Bedlam Theatre 
612-341-1038 
www.bedlamtheatre.org 
maren@bedlamtheatre.org 

Page 2 of 2

11/10/2009
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Bernard, Joseph A.

From: Sharon Johnson [SJohnson@midwestmtn.com]
Sent: Thursday, October 15, 2009 4:06 PM
To: Bernard, Joseph A.
Subject: RE: Dania Hall Site Input

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Yellow

Here are my responses - Sharon Johnson, CFO Midwest Mountaineering

-----Original Message-----
From: catherine vennewitz [mailto:veti@veti.com]
Sent: Thursday, October 15, 2009 3:13 PM
To: wbba_4_09c
Subject: Dania Hall Site Input

Cedar Riverside Stakeholder,
The City of Minneapolis is looking for your opinion on what should happen with the Dania 
Hall site (427 Cedar Avenue). Please answer the three questions below and send your 
response to Joe Bernard at the City of Minneapolis department of Community Planning and 
Economic Development by November 1st.  If you have any questions, feel free to contact Joe
directly; his contact information is at the bottom of this page.
Thank you for your input and interest in this important discussion!
Sincerely,
Jim Ruiz
Board Member
West Bank Community Coalition
 
Questions:
 
1. What type of uses do you think would be appropriate for the site?
 
Examples: Community Space, Plaza, Apartments, Office Space, Restaurant, etcŠ

I think a community space - plaza or such - would be best - there's little enough green 
space in our neighborhood, and the addition of a beautiful green space would benefit 
residents and businesses alike
 
 
2. What amenities do you want incorporated into the project?
 
Examples: A pedestrian path connecting Cedar and 5th Street, Public Art, Bike stalls, 
enhanced landscaping, etcŠ 

 All of the above
 
 
3. What do you want the building to look like?  - NO BUILDING
 
Examples: A 4-story building, a plaza, blends with historic character, etcŠ
 
 
City Staff Contact:
Joe Bernard, AICP, Senior City Planner
Mail: City of Minneapolis
Department of Community Planning and Economic Development 250 4th Street South Room 110 
Minneapolis, MN 55415
E-mail: joseph.bernard@ci.minneapolis.mn.us
Phone: (612) 673-2422
Dania Hall Website: http://www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/cped/dania_hall_site.asp



Bernard, Joseph A. 

From: Doris Wickstrom [doris.wickstrom@gmail.com]

Sent: Thursday, October 15, 2009 9:50 AM

To: Bernard, Joseph A.

Cc: Jim Ruiz

Subject: Dania input

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Yellow
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1. What type of uses do you think would be appropriate for the site? 
  
Mixed use space with retail feature on street level and community usage on the top-floors. This building needs 
to reflect the needs of the community, especially the immigrant community.  This can happen with a 
meaningful outreach that engages the residents.   The street and the community lacks a center point and the 
Dania site could serve that need.  The community lacks space for many activities-meeting space, social 
services, educational endeavors, and adult recreation/exercise space-a movement arts space.  There is a lack of 
adult recreational space in the neighborhood, other than bars-if you call that recreation. 
 
What it should not be is a place for  hanging around.  It needs to reflect daily activity-no hanging out. 
  
2. What amenities do you want incorporated into the project? 
First and foremost is pedestrian access (sidewalk) to 5th street.  A post office would be a welcome addition and 
it would mean that many residents would not have to go downtown to pick up packages.  
The building needs to reflect the latest in energy saving features, including storm water management.   This 
could be used to provide water for the community garden. 
The University could use this site to demonstrate current sustainability features. 
  
  
3. What do you want the building to look like? 
  
I would like to see a building that is modern and reflects a look to the future.  The size and scale needs to fit the 
surrounding area. The site is small and the building needs to encompass most of the space with landscaping at a 
minimum.  The community gardens in the rear need to be incorporated into the landscape design or any 
outdoor space. This would demonstrate a connection to the community.  The building needs to be welcoming 
and safe.   
 
 
Doris Wickstrom 
doris.wickstrom@gmail.com 
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