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	Summary Notes

Minneapolis Complete Count Committee

Tuesday, February 16th 5-6:30 pm 

at Ascension Catholic Church
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1. Meeting Purpose: 

Focus on creating visible outreach events and setting larger actions we can do together in March. 

2. Follow-up on last event: Lake Street Canvass – Saturday, February 6th 

Audience and objectives:

· Speak with Latino and Somali businesses along Lake Street about the importance of the Census and encourage them to put up posters and fliers in their building.

Results:

· People were very receptive to the messaging and to putting up Census materials and had many questions about the impacts, direct benefits, and safety of the Census.  

· Through this action we reached about 80 businesses and distributed over 100 posters to Lake Street businesses.

Evaluation:

· It’s effective and important to reach people where they already are in environments that they already trust.  

3.  Group brainstorms of strategies and key actions for the month of March.
Canvassing and Door-knocking

Minneapolis Northside Rally and Canvass – March 6th 

· Organizers: Minneapolis CCC, Shiloh Temple, and MAD DADS

· Location: Cub Foods parking lot along with canvassing along West Broadway Avenue

· Time: Hold at peak hours 11am – 2pm. (Meet at 10:30am)

· Activities: Break into groups and pass out information and materials to Cub Foods customers and businesses and residents along West Broadway. Also connect with KMOJ to promote the event and to do live broadcasting with rally speakers.

Minneapolis & St. Paul Door-knocking Event – March 27th & 28th 

· Organizers: Common Cause MN & the MN Civic Engagement Table. Contact mdean@commoncause.org
· Location and timing: Training and Registration at Central Labor Union in NE Minneapolis and door-knock in key “HTC” areas on the Northside of Minneapolis and in St. Paul from 12pm to 3pm.

· Activities/Plan: Recruit 300 volunteers, build walk lists in the hardest to count neighborhoods, stuff door-knocker bags with Census forms as a back up for homes that may not have received a form. Hold a Census training and include important speakers – Secretary of State, Mark Ritchie.

· Resources needed: printed materials in other languages, multi-lingual volunteers, help with promoting the event and recruiting volunteers.

· Cautions: Palm Sunday would not be a good day to do door-knocking, unlikely we will be able to reach many people. We should look at also doing an event on Saturday, March 27th.

West Bank / Cedar-Riverside – March 5th 
· Canvass event to Cedar-Riverside businesses and residents after mosque services to reach the highest number of people.

Community events

Minneapolis Public Schools: Census in the Schools week - March 1st to March 5th
· Include Census in curriculums

· Include Census speakers at school family nights and sporting events

· Hold a media event at one of the schools

Mexican Consulate Community Taxes Forum - March 10th.

Homeless Community 

· Organizers: Twin Cities Community Voicemail, MAD DADS

· Many events might not reach the homeless, so it’s important to hold events Canvass in locations that already target the homeless such as service centers, bus stops, and shelters.

Northeast Minneapolis

· Hold events at tax centers 

· Door-knock/canvass along Central Avenue and in NE Highrises.
Questionnaire Assistance Centers – after Census forms arrive

· Most locations such as Brian Coyle Community Center are high volume places and events there would be an ideal way to reach a lot of people at once.

· Goal is to build greater awareness and trust for the centers and make sure people have access to forms and assistance.

Community Event with Congressman Keith Ellison – March 18th 

· Organizers: Mike Siebenaler, Congressman Ellison’s office.

· Location & Timing: Midtown Global Market, 6-8pm.

· Goal: Create greater awareness through family activities, community turnout, and large press coverage during the event.

· Activities: Have fun family activities and key speakers within the main Center area, with resource tables with promotional materials and literature surrounding the outside.  Key Speakers will include CCC members, Mayor RT Rybak, Senator Patricia Torres Ray, Congressman Keith Ellison, and Census Bureau Director Robert Groves.  Additionally, the congressman will be involved in key media interviews from 4:30-6:30pm. 
· Resources needed: CCC members to turnout, promote the event, and cover specific topics through interactive activities during the event. (How the Census affects our daily lives and how safe the Census really is.)

Media actions

La Invasora, Spanish Radio 

Claudia Fuentes, Policy Aide to Mayor Rybak, will be interviewed each Saturday in March. 

Email blasts – everyone can send a message out to their networks each week.

NEXT MEETING:

Tuesday, March 16th 5-7pm

at Holy Rosary Church hosted by 

La Asamblea de Derechos Civiles
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