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Tuesday, July 16th 5-7 pm at Shiloh Temple
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Special thanks to Abdisalam Adam and Dar Al-Hijrah Civic Center

for hosting our July meeting!
Next Minneapolis Complete Count Committee Meeting:

Tuesday, August 18th 5-7pm

Location: Minneapolis Urban League
2100 Plymouth Ave N, Minneapolis 55411
Host: David Oguanamam

Summary Notes:

1. 2010 Census Overview – Emmett Morris, Census Bureau Kansas City Office

Importance of the 2010 Census

· Census data helps determine how 440 billion dollars a year is appropriated to states and communities.

· Census results influence the decision making process from the congressional level down to the school boards.   

· Complete Count Committees are especially important because they can educate and motivate communities through word of mouth to overcome fears and participate in the Census.

Census Bureau Mantra: Safe, Easy, and Important 
· Safe: personal information shared during the census is protected by federal law and cannot be shared.

· Easy: easier than even a loan or credit card application or a gym membership.

· 10, 10, 10: Ten basic questions, 10 minutes, in 2010. 

Census form (email attachment)

· Form is mailed out in March 2010 and should be returned by April.  If not, the Census Bureau will visit your home to follow up.
Partner support program: $2,999 in funds available for census promotional products and services

· Update – no final deadlines this year! This program will go through at least April of 2010 and applications will be due roughly by the end of each month.

· Material design should include some promotion of the 2010 Census.  If you create a general outline for your products, the Census Bureau can work with the vendor to finalize the design.

· You must first complete a partner agreement form (email attachment) and return it to Hannah Garcia by fax: 612-626-0273 or Brett Buckner by email or mail (contact information listed below).
A Census Partner is anyone who wants to work to promote the census.  They do not need to be a nonprofit.  Any group of people is eligible to be a census partner.

· If you have any questions or would like more information about the partner support program, please contact: Brett Buckner, Partnership Specialist, U.S. Census Bureau

180 E. 5th St, St. Paul, Minnesota. 55101

612.432.2667 (cell)

866.861.2010 (Jobs line)
Brett.buckner@census.gov  

2. Updates and Review – Sarah Hernandez, Complete Count Committee Chair


Meeting and Meeting Goals



· This is a very important meeting because this is our first step in developing an action plan for the census in our communities.

· We have been very intentional about the make-up of our CCC and want the committee’s process and planning to come from the community and its members.  Because government employees have a different voice, they should take more of a listening role rather than influence action plans and strategies.  We will have a special government action team for those who do not work with or in communities to coordinate government outreach and census awareness plans, support community lead efforts and coordinate efforts between government entities.   
Complete Count Committee Goals

· We want everyone in our communities to hear about the census at least eight times by April and we want that first time to be by next month - August!

Questionnaire Assistance Centers
· As the Minneapolis CCC, we will have influence over where Questionnaire Assistance Centers (staffed Census assistance centers) and Be Counted Sites (non-staffed Census kiosks) are placed throughout Minneapolis.  
· CCC members have provided feedback as to where these centers should be located, which CURA has submitted as a rough draft to the Census Bureau (email attachment). Please let us know of additional sites to be included in a final proposal. 
· The list of proposed sites will be undergoing additional review by City, County, Census and CURA staff before final submission.  
3. Census Jobs – Emmett Morris
Somali Partnership Specialist
· Looking for someone with experience working with the Somali community, posting closes July 31st.  What the Census Bureau is looking for are people in the community with formal skills, or more traditional people who may not have a formal education but have important community connections. The census Bureau will help applicants with the application process.

· The partnership specialist will not be working exclusively with the Somali community.

Census Bureau Office in Minneapolis
· In addition to the partnership specialist the Census Bureau will be opening up 5 or 6 different offices, including one in Minneapolis, where there will be a manager and assistant managers
· If you know people who are interested, there will be job opportunities through these offices. For more information visit the Census employment page: Go to Census Website www.census.gov
1.       Click on Jobs @ Census tab on left side

2.       Click on Regional Office Employment Opportunities

3.       Select Kansas City Region.

4.       Click on 2010 Census Employment Job Opportunities

5.       Click on Employment Opportunities in Minnesota

6.       Click on specific job requisition

· Additional staff note: During a metro-area government meeting regarding Census employment in Minnesota, many people expressed frustration about how difficult it is to navigate the Census jobs web site.  In response, the Census Bureau has provided us with the above steps to reach Census employment information for Minnesota.

· Emmet will send and email to Hannah and she will distribute the information to the CCC.
4. Sample of CCC Member Accomplishments
· Minneapolis Public Housing Authority Highrise Representative Council – promoted the census to 150 volunteers through lookout cookout and at Somali Independence day celebration at Glendale family Housing.
· Monica Nilsson, St. Stephens – created list of important distribution organizations, identified herself to colleagues as the contact person for the census in Minneapolis, spoke about the census at community meetings.
· Shiloh temple – Distributed fliers, buttons, and census information at the Avenue Project block party in north Minneapolis. 

· VJ Smith, MAD DADS - distributed 500 flyers and buttons during the Avenue Project block party in north Minneapolis.
· Brian Herron - talked about the census every Sunday before service.
· Lupita Humildad – brought Latino spokespeople on “Problemas de todos” radio show to talk about the importance of the Census.
· Outfront MN – promoted the census at the Twin Cities Pride Festival.
5. Minneapolis CCC Action Plan

    Structure and Break Out 

· Six Action Teams to utilize our talents and focus our work: Media, Faith-Based, Community, Business, Youth and Education, and Government.

· Your action team should represent the work that you and the relationships that you have.  If your interests are not covered by one of the six action teams, we can create additional teams.

· Task: Prioritize activities for summer, decide on what makes sense for your organization or community and add activities that are not listed. 

6. Action Team Summer Goals 
· Community: Develop census messaging, Identify media outreach people, plan for summer events (National night out, Somali Event Sept 20-23), compile list of important organizations: target those living in apartments, housing authority, homeless population, immigrant communities, and low-income people. Work with them to create a census awareness campaign, encourage them to apply to the PSP. Important tasks include creating and obtaining the following from the Media Action Team: an article, talking points, messaging, logos, picture of census envelope, 20 second piece about the benefit and safety of the Census for immigrant communities (Somali), post materials in malls, churches, schools, etc.

· Faith: Build list of key faith leaders and organizations, speak with leaders, organizations and at faith services about the importance of the census, develop a list of faith-based events or opportunities to create events.

· Government: Arts initiative, media coordination, and finalize Questionnaire and Be Counted Site locations.
· Media: Build relationships with key media, develop a strategy to educate media about the Census, work with/promote arts initiative – murals, spoken word/poetry promoting the census, develop census messaging tailored to communities and their concerns,  create promotional materials, create events/socials to promote the census in specific communities.
· Youth & Education: Speak with school educators and youth groups about the importance of the census, broadcast and promote youth PSA’s, develop a list of youth events, work with to create/promote arts initiative murals, spoken word/poetry promoting the census.
· Business: Unfortunately committee members and community leaders working with businesses did not attend this CCC meeting and a summer awareness plan was not created for business communities. It is extremely important that in the future, businesses have a role in meetings and are connected to our work moving forward.
6. ACTION ITEMS – The following is a list of individual/organizational commitments made by CCC 
    members to be completed by our next meeting on Tuesday, August 18th.
Community
Yusuf Ahmed – Send a message to email list promoting participation in the 2010 census

Barb Harris – Present Census information at July MHRC board orientation for new board members, make sure all public housing high rise NNO events have census information to distribute. 

Zach Mahbous – identify important individuals to educate community members about the census.

North Point Wellness/Stella Whitney West – Distribute census information at national night out and in food shelf packages, host staff Census informational meetings for managers and line staff.

Hashi Abdi – Work on message development, identify key targets and culturally oriented programs
Monica Nilsson – Compile a list of key organizations, inform leaders about the census, encourage partner support applications, organize a speakers bureau, create a list of events in the homeless community.
Roman Gonzalez – Talk to clients when they call for city services at the Spanish line of the city of Minneapolis about how important it is to be counted.

Alina Schroeder – Include census information monthly in captions for Minneapolis Cable TV program, Ask media action team to make posters with usual picture of census and envelope to post at every mall, church, and school.

Margot Imdieke Cross – Census article in disability newsletters, submit article for community’s newspaper, put census language into disability committee website.
Faith

Dar Al-Hijrah / Abdisalam Adam – Make an announcement to Dar Al-Hijrah congregation at Friday prayers and all prayers, arrange for an interview at Somali TV of MN and Somali show TV on MTN, Inform 5 other religious leaders of the Census that we have a network with.

Shiloh Temple – Recognize all faith based leaders within our north side area, set 2 dates for leaders to make announcements at same time during services, Meet with faith based leaders about the census once before summer ends.

Government

Brett Buckner, Mike Siebenaler – Arts Initiative.
Jeff Schneider – Establish metro-wide media working group.
Sok Silaphet & others – coordinate with CCC, city, and Census Bureau on QAC and BC sites.

Hennepin County – Develop plan to educate government staff about Census, place PSA’s on website, answer FAQ’s.
Media

Margaret Kaplan – Recruit people to join the Media Action Team from the press and Mainstreet Project.

Matt Lindstrom – Figure out how to coordinate media with other levels of government. Recruit people to join the Media Action Team.
Saeed Fahia – Think about how to express “simple, safe, and important” to the Somali community. Follow up with Anab Guled, Kashim Bashir, Adar, Kahim, Young Achievers regarding poetry and art projects to promote the 2010 Census. Recruit people to join the Media Action Team.
Youth and Education
Park Board / Rose Escañan – Audio PSA’s by youth, promote 2010 Census in all park and other events, create youth video with subtitles in different languages, and gather youth group for a brainstorm session on activities for the 2010 census.

Yia Yang – Talk to NMA Charter school board about the census, promote the census at youth gathering (in parks) and at Harrison Hmong youth sports event.

7. Evaluation – In one word, how did you feel about our meeting tonight?
Connected, informative, productive, great, good grouping, subjects are working together, ready optimistic, informative, successful, opportunity, beautiful, contemplative, rushed but good, inclusive, calm, inspirational, happy, building momentum, thumbs-up,

Collaborative – we have people from so many different groups and communities, who would not ordinarily work together 
Better – It feels like we are making progress toward our goals, 

Insightful – First time here, we got a lot of ideas and insight about how people are strategizing.

