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Zoning Code Text Amendment  

 
 
Date:  February 2, 2009 
 
Initiator of Amendment:  Council Member Goodman 
 
Date of Introduction at City Council:  November 7, 2008 
 
Specific Site:  Citywide 
 
Ward:  Citywide Neighborhood Organization:  Citywide 
 
Planning Staff and Phone:  Kimberly Holien, (612) 673-2402 
 
Intent of the Ordinance:  To establish development standards for plazas.   
 
Appropriate Section(s) of the Zoning Code:  Chapter 535, Regulations of General Applicability; 
Chapter 525, Administration and Enforcement 
 
Background:  The City does not have any development regulations in place currently that apply to the 
construction of plazas.  As such, some previously constructed plazas have resulted in barren, hardscaped 
areas with few amenities and no seating.  The purpose of the amendment is to establish design 
guidelines and development standards that visually enhance future plaza developments and ensure that 
they are accessible, constructed with high quality materials, and provide quality amenities.  This 
amendment is not intended to address general open space.   
 
Continuance: This project was continued from the January 5, 2009, Planning Commission public 
hearing to allow for additional review of the draft ordinance. Modifications have been made based on 
feedback obtained from the Commission at the January 8, 2009 Committee of the Whole meeting.  It has 
been requested that this item again be placed on the Committee of the Whole agenda for the February 5, 
2009.  Therefore, staff is recommending that the item be continued for one more cycle, to the February 
17, 2009 City Planning Commission meeting to allow for more opportunity for public input.   
 
Recommendation of the Community Planning and Economic Development--Planning Division: 
 
The Community Planning and Economic Development Planning Division recommends that the City 
Planning Commission and City Council adopt the above findings and continue the zoning code text 
amendment to the February 17, 2009 City Planning Commission meeting. 
 
Attachments: 
 
1. Ordinance amending Chapter 525 to authorize a variance from the standards of Chapter 535, Plazas 
2. Ordinance amending Chapter 535 with the creation of Article XI relating to Plazas   
3. Correspondence.  
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