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Certificate of Appropriateness 
BZH-26977 

 
Date:     September 13, 2011 
 
Proposal:    Certificate of Appropriateness for building rehabilitation and 

alterations.  
 
Applicant:     Elizabeth Gales of Hess, Roise and Company, on behalf of 

Greco Properties 
 
Address of Property:   730 Washington Avenue North 
 
Project Name:     Precision Building Rehabilitation 
 
Contact Person and Phone: Elizabeth Gales of Hess, Roise and Company 612-338-1987 
 
Planning Staff and Phone:  Chris Vrchota, 612-673-5467 
 
Date Application  
 Deemed Complete:  August 22, 2011 
 
Publication Date:    August 30, 2011 
 
Public Hearing:    September 13, 2011 
 
Appeal Period Expiration:  September 23, 2011 
 
Ward:    Ward 7 
 
Neighborhood Organization: North Loop Neighborhood Association 
 
Concurrent Review:    None 
 
Attachments:     Attachment A:  Materials submitted by CPED Staff  

• Map of Subject Site (A-1) 
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Precision Building : 730 Washington Avenue North, circa 1920.  
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Precision Building : 730 Washington Avenue North, Present Day 
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CLASSIFICATION:   
Historic District   Warehouse Historic District 

(Contributing) 
Period of Significance 1865-1930 
Criteria of significance Architecture, Commerce, Master 

Craftsmen 
Date of local designation 1978 
Date of National Register 
designation 

1989 

Applicable Design 
Guidelines 

Secretary of Interior Standards for 
Treatment of Historic Properties, 
Warehouse District Design Guidelines. 

PROPERTY 
INFORMATION  

 

Current name Precision Building 
Historic Name Scriver-Andrews Warehouse Company  
Current Address 730-750 Washington Avenue N 
Historic Address 738-744 Washington Avenue N 
Original Construction Date 1920-1922 
Original Contractor Unknown 
Original Architect Concrete Steel Company (Per the 

Applicant) 
Historic Use Warehouse 
Current Use Industrial (Manufacturing) 
Proposed Use Mixed Use- Commercial and Residential 
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BACKGROUND: 
 
The subject property is a 6 story brick warehouse building (the three eastern most bays are 3 
stories).  It was constructed between 1920-1922.  Building permit records do not list an 
architect or contractor, though the Applicant has identified the architect to be the Concrete 
Steel Company.  It housed various warehouse and wholesale uses through the period of 
significance.  The current occupant, Precision Associates, has occupied the space since the 
1960s.   
 
The building is of a relatively simple, utilitarian design, with no ornamentation or detailing.  The 
first two stories have been heavily modified through window replacement and some windows 
have been in-filled on the sides and rear, but original windows remain on the upper floors on 
much of the rest of the building.  The building’s massing and divided light windows are its key 
character defining features. 
 
After this item was scheduled for a public hearing, the Applicant submitted revised plan 
drawings for the project, intended to address comments provided by the State Historic 
Preservation Office.  There was not sufficient time after this material was submitted for staff to 
review the revised plans and revise the staff report and recommendation for the project.  Staff 
is recommending that this item be continued at least one cycle to allow them time to modify the 
proposed plans.  This will allow staff time to review the updated plans and write a report and 
recommendation based on the most up-to-date and accurate plans.  
 
SUMMARY OF APPLICANT’S PROPOSAL: 
 
The Applicant intends to convert the building into a mixed use development, with street level 
commercial spaces and studio, one-bedroom and two-bedroom apartments in the remainder of 
the building.   
 
The Applicant has an extensive proposed scale of work that includes rehabilitation, restoration, 
and new alterations to the building.  General, building-wide work includes cleaning and re-
pointing the existing masonry, removal of mechanical equipment from sides of the building, 
rehabilitation of existing original windows, and replacement of non-original windows with new 
units compatible with the historic windows.  Other, more specific proposals include: 
 

South (front) Elevation- Facing Washington Avenue North 
• Replacement of 2 existing entries with new door systems. 
• Installation of new entries in area wells, with new staircases from the sidewalk. 

 
West (side) Elevation  

• Cut openings for new aluminum windows in the northernmost bay. 
• Restore storefront windows and garage doors on the loading dock. 
• Remove metal sheathing and re-expose the loading dock; install new pipe railing 

around edge of loading dock. 
• Repair and preserve corrugated-metal roof over loading dock. 



Department of Community Planning and Economic Development 
Planning Division 

 

6 

• Enlarge existing garage door opening north of loading dock and install new garage 
door; re-grade driveway to door to slope downward rather than up to provide access 
to parking in basement. 

• Install new door at end of alley. 
 
North (rear) Elevation  

• Cut openings for new aluminum windows in the westernmost bay. 
• Replace non-historic garage doors on 2nd story with new aluminum window and door 

units and attach balconies. 
• Remove top slab of loading dock to expose 1st floor area below- retain loading dock 

walls. 
• Construct first-story walls to make flush with building plane; install new aluminum 

window and door units and attach balconies.  (This is within the area that would be 
exposed by removing the top of the loading dock.) 

• Install new garage door and entry door for garbage, recycling and service access.  
Re-grade driveway to accommodate this access. 

 
East (side) Elevation  

• Reopening of in-filled window units. 
• Installation of doors to access shallow balconies and proposed rooftop amenities. 

 
Rooftop- 3 Story Section  

• Remove rooftop mechanical equipment. 
• Install dog walk and green roof system. 
• Install railing system. 
• Install new 9’-8” x 22’-8”, 8’-9” tall stair penthouse on the roof for access to common 

areas. 
• Install skylights. 

 
Rooftop- 6 Story Section  

• Retain 2 historic penthouses. 
• Construct 52’-6” x 70’-5”, 14’ tall club room addition. 
• Install terrace areas on roof. 
• Install skylights. 
• Install two 9’x22’, 14’ tall cooling towers.  

 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Staff recommends that this item be continued to the September 27, 2011 Heritage 
Preservation Commission meeting. 
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   Appendix A: Material Provided by Staff 


