
MINNEAPOLIS  R IVERFRONT DISTRICT  

Signage & Wayfinding Master Plan

April 2004

Larsen Design + Interactive

Minneapolis, Minnesota 55435

952.835.2271

Fax 952.921.3368



MINNEAPOLIS  R IVERFRONT DISTRICT  
Signage & Wayfinding Master Plan

MINNEAPOLIS RIVERFRONT DISTRICT Signage & Wayfinding Master Plan 

TABLE OF  CONTENTS

Introduction

Letter of Introduction . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1

St. Anthony Falls Heritage Board . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2

Executive Summary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3

Project Participants . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5

Project Summary

Definition . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7

Project Goals . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8

Brand Character . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9

District Boundaries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10

Research

Graphic Standards Review . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12

Site Review . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15

Case Studies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23

Traffic Patterns

Interstate Highways . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35

Secondary Roadways . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 36

Other High-Traffic Destinations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 37

Primary Destinations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 38

Key Decision Points . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 39

Pedestrians and Cyclists . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40

Sign Types

Existing Sign Systems . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 43

Unique District Signs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 44

Graphic Elements . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 51

Prototype . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 53

Information Hierarchy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 55

Approval Criteria and Process

Approval Criteria and Process . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 57

Process Summary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 62

Implementation Planning

Fabrication and Installation Estimates . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 65

Sign Location Maps . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 66

Inventory of Existing Signs

Existing Signs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 77

Site Maps . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 78

Sign Photography . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 81

Schedule for Existing Signs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 93

Appendix

Detailed Sign Location Maps . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 94



In
tro

d
u

ctio
n

C O N T E N T S

Letter of Introduction

St.Anthony Falls Heritage Board

Executive Summary

Project Participants



1

On behalf of the St. Anthony Falls Heritage Board, I am pleased to present this Signage and

Wayfinding Master Plan for the Minneapolis Riverfront District. This Master Plan is an

important contribution toward ensuring the successful revitalization of the city’s central riverfront.

From 1880 to 1930, Minneapolis was known as the Mill City, the flour producing capital

of the world. As the mills lining the Mississippi River began to close in the 1930’s, the area

gradually deteriorated. By the 1960’s, abandoned industrial buildings and desolate

streetscapes defined Minneapolis’ central riverfront. This was a place where few would

venture to explore the barricaded, ghostly reminders of the city’s beginnings and its

importance to a region and the nation.

Today, through a remarkable partnership between the public and private sectors, the

Minneapolis riverfront is enjoying a renaissance and is emerging as the heart of a thriving

community. It is now a place where past and future unite, where restored structures serve as

anchors for new neighborhoods—a place where opportunities for good business and

recreation abound in a historically significant and scenic environment. 

The Minneapolis Riverfront District possesses a broad spectrum of diverse resources

including the Mississippi River and the Falls of St. Anthony, the St. Anthony Falls Historic

District, two National Historic Landmarks—Washburn A Mill (1880) and the Pillsbury A

Mill (1881)—and the Stone Arch Bridge (1883), a National Civil Engineering Landmark.

Along Historic Main Street, buildings dating from the 1850s remind visitors of Minneapolis’

oldest community, the Village of St. Anthony. An archaeological park, developed by the

Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board, reveals the remains of former mills and their intricate

waterpower systems. The Stone Arch Bridge, converted from a railway to a pedestrian

walkway, is part of a 1.8 mile-long Heritage Trail that circles the riverfront and provides

information about the significant history of the area. The Minnesota Historical Society’s Mill

City Museum constructed within the ruin of the Washburn A Mill offers visitors year-round

opportunities to discover the people and industries that built Minneapolis, transformed a

region, and influenced our world. The riverfront is also host to community festivals and

celebrations such as the annual Aquatennial fireworks display deemed to be among the best in

the nation. Lodging may be found within a former train depot, or a window sash factory.

New shops and restaurants line East Hennepin Avenue. Recent planned additions, such as the

major theater and education complex being developed by the Guthrie Theater, promise to

bring even greater vitality to the area. 

Despite this remarkable development, the wonders of the Minneapolis Riverfront District are

among the state’s best-kept secrets. Until a sign system is put into place that clearly marks the

area and communicates its identity, the District will remain hidden to many potential visitors.

When implemented, this sign system will ensure the riverfront’s emergence as a dynamic

presence for the City of Minneapolis, Hennepin County and the State of Minnesota.

The members of the St. Anthony Falls Heritage Board are recognized for their support and

allocation of funds for the development of this Master Plan. The expertise and commitment

of our consultant Larsen Design and the project’s steering committee and its advisors

brought this plan from concept to completion. Our challenge going forward is to make this

Master Plan into reality.

Sincerely, 

Nina M. Archabal

Chair, St. Anthony Falls Heritage Board

LETTER OF  INTRODUCTION
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The St. Anthony Falls Heritage Board was established in 1988 by the Minnesota Legislature for the purpose of preserving and

interpreting the historic and architectural features within the Minneapolis central riverfront defined as the area between the Plymouth

Avenue Bridge and Interstate 35W. The Board’s numerous projects have enhanced public access and enjoyment of the riverfront. 

For further information contact Heritage Zone Coordinator John Crippen at (612) 341-7648, 704 South Second Street, Minneapolis,

MN 55401 or via email at deborah.johnson@mnhs.org.
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

PROJECT GOALS AND SCOPE

This Signage and Wayfinding Master Plan has two main goals:

> Establish a wayfinding plan, both within the defined

district and outside of the Minneapolis Riverfront District 

> Design a unique, unified sign system to be used within 

the District

This plan will define and identify the District, create a

strong sense of place, help visitors find their way to and

around the District, and enhance the experience of its many

historical, recreational, cultural and commercial amenities.

The ultimate goal is to enable the Minneapolis Riverfront

District to become a defining element of the city, Hennepin

County and the state.

Boundaries

The Minneapolis Riverfront District stretches from

Plymouth Avenue NE to Interstate 35W and along both

sides of the Mississippi River, generally from Washington

Avenue South to 4th Street SE. It stretches out to include

the retail district of Old St. Anthony and steps back to

Boom Island Park on its northwest corner. The boundaries

were stretched to include critical retail and residential

developments, major streets, and areas which, due to

continued development, may also be important for future

wayfinding and signage within the District. The map on

page 10 outlines the working boundaries of the District,

described in general terms here.
G R A N D  RO U N D S

S C E N I C  B Y WAY

GRAPHIC REVIEW OF THE AREA

Graphic Standards

The graphic standards for existing signage and identity

programs that pass through or reside within the

Minneapolis Riverfront District were reviewed in the

creation of this plan. This plan recognizes the need to

support, protect and include the equity of these significant

assets, while planning for a district identity and sign system.

The intent is to integrate these graphics into a framework

that helps unify the diverse assets within the District. 

A primary goal of this project is to define the District as 

a large area containing many assets and destinations. 

The identities reviewed include Minneapolis Park and

Recreation Board, Grand Rounds Scenic Byway, Great

River Road, Mississippi River Trail, Mill Quarter, 

St. Anthony Falls Heritage Trail and City of Minneapolis

parking standards.

Codes and Approval

The formal approval process is outlined in this plan. The

steps of the various entities that may have to approve the

Master Plan, approve permit applications, approve

installation and fund the project were investigated.

The paths of approval for this project overlap many

jurisdictions, property owners, businesses and

neighborhoods. Potential paths of approval are dependent 

on a variety of circumstances. To gain insight and to

mitigate problems, an informal review process with

potential approving organizations was completed during 

the last phases of this project.
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For formal approval, the Master Plan will be reviewed by

MnDOT, the State Historic Preservation Office, Hennepin

County, the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board, the

Heritage Preservation Commission, Minneapolis Public

Works, and the Minneapolis City Council.

The review process consists of both staff reviews and 

formal approvals by elected/appointed bodies. Reviews and

approvals by other entities may also be required depending

on implementation funding resources.

Site Review

A number of site reviews were completed to gain a better

understanding of the area, its amenities, its size, how traffic

flows through the area, and visual appearance. The design

of the signs was developed after a thorough understanding

of the history and diversity of the area and its destinations,

comparing them with other destinations in the Twin Cities

and around the country.

Case Studies

In preparing to create a wayfinding plan and designing a

unique sign system, other city-based signage projects 

were reviewed, both within the Twin Cities and outside 

of the area. They included Washington D.C.; downtown

Los Angeles; the Quad Cities in Iowa and Illinois; Sault 

St. Marie, Michigan Riverfront; 50th & France, Edina;

Excelsior and Grand, St. Louis Park; downtown St. Paul;

Nicollet Mall; LynLake Neighborhood; and downtown

Minneapolis. Comparing the Riverfront District to the other

environments allowed us to create a system that is unique

within the city but with a familiar hierarchy for ease-of-use.

WAYFINDING

Traffic Review

A traffic pattern review was done to understand the

different pathways to the Minneapolis Riverfront District.

By looking at these different pathways and overlapping

them, we can pinpoint key roadways and nodes. By

focusing the signage plan on these key areas, we can reduce

the number of signs and simplify the pathways, eliminating

conflicting messages and multiple options. 

Information Hierarchy

The wayfinding plan presents a simplified plan, focused on

the first-time visitor. A simple plan will reduce the amount

of signage needed, eliminate confusing options and

alternatives, get people to the area with the least amount of

turns and will integrate with verbal and written directions.

The plan is based on these principles.

Outside of the District:

> Employ existing signage systems — MnDOT exit

notification signs and city traffic directional signs that

follow the Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices

(MUTCD) and the unique downtown Minneapolis

wayfinding signs

> Direct visitors to the Minneapolis Riverfront District

> Use only at decision points (exits, turns)

> Get visitors to the central part of the District

Within the District:

> Identify the District

> Guide visitors around the District 

> Educate them about the District

DESIGN

Sign Types and Locations

The wayfinding plan is focused on the first-time visitor and

establishes a simple, straightforward path. A well-focused

path will be established to help reduce options, choices and

conflicting information and will reinforce published

directions. These tactics will result in a pleasant experience

for the first-time visitor and:

> Help visitors exit the Interstate

> Guide them toward the central part of the District

> Help them find a place to park

> Inform them of what the Riverfront has to offer

> Enhance the experience of its many amenities

The signs identified in this program that will accomplish

this include:

> Interstate and city MUTCD signs

> Vehicle wayfinding

> Parking locations

> Pedestrian /cyclist wayfinding

> Pedestrian /cyclist kiosks

Framework options for trail signs, banners and street signs

will complete the signage program to fully unify the District

and enhance the overall experience of this unique and

beautiful place.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
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PROJECT SUMMARY

DEFINITION

Larsen Design was contracted to create this Signage and

Wayfinding Master Plan for the Minneapolis 

Riverfront District. 

The project includes the establishment of goals and

strategies; a review of existing graphic systems that 

may require integration; case studies of other city sign

systems; criteria and approval; and an outline of approval

criteria and processes. The Master Plan provides a vision 

and framework to produce an integrated wayfinding and

signage system. It will be used as a tool to gain support 

and approval in preparation for the implementation phase.

It will also be used to estimate fabrication and installation

costs of the signs.

The intent for the Signage and Wayfinding Master Plan 

is to realize a critical element which will add to the success

of the Minneapolis Riverfront District. The area already has

many unique attributes, cultural attractions, and

commercial development. Creating a comprehensive

wayfinding plan and a unique signage system will define

and identify the District, create a strong sense of place, help

visitors find their way, and enhance the experience of

historical, recreational, cultural and commercial amenities.

Beyond identifying the District and guiding visitors, we 

also hope to support Riverfront marketing goals: raising

awareness, attracting visitors, demonstrating the city’s

commitment, supporting continued development, and

raising the perceived value of the area. 

The ultimate goal is to help the Minneapolis Riverfront

District become a defining element of the city, Hennepin

County, and the state.
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PROJECT SUMMARY

PROJECT GOALS

Riverfront Identification Goals

• Clearly identify the Minneapolis Riverfront District

> Help visitors know when they are in the District

> Identify the District to the general public

> Create a sense of place

• Unify signage within the District

> Create a cohesive framework for District signage

> Reduce clutter, congestion and confusion

• Create signage that is appropriate for the District

> Reflect the unique brand and character of the area

> Enhance the experience

> Create signage that is unique to the area

Riverfront Identity Strategy

• Treat the Riverfront as a large single destination 

• Position signs to identify the District to the public

• Look for creative means to unify the Riverfront

• Create District signage that is unique and reflects 

the heritage of the area

Riverfront Wayfinding Goals

• Direct visitors to the Minneapolis Riverfront District

> Within the larger metro area (key interstate arteries)

> Within the Minneapolis downtown area

> From the Old St. Anthony area

• Guide visitors to key destinations within the District

> Parking lots and ramps

> Specific areas and attractions

> Across the river

Riverfront Wayfinding Strategy

• Employ established sign standards outside of the District

• Identify primary and preferred traffic patterns

• Key off other high-traffic destinations

• Identify key gateways, nodes and boundaries 

• Leverage historic designation for sign placement

• Scale signs appropriately to traffic and pedestrians

• Use a “less is more” philosophy
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PROJECT SUMMARY

BRAND CHARACTER

Before designing and implementing a sign system for the

Minneapolis Riverfront District, it is important to

understand what is unique to the area, and how these

unique attractions and destinations relate to other

destinations within the Twin Cities area. This “brand

character” of the area must guide development of signage

so that it will reflect and enhance the overall experience 

of the District.

Distinguishing Elements

• The Mississippi River and St. Anthony Falls

• History — the industrial roots of the city

• Unique cultural, architectural and commercial assets

• Parks, parkways, trails and greenspace 

• Outdoor recreation, activities and events

• Residential development and neighborhoods

Riverfront Brand Attributes

• Historic “industrial”

• Authentic (not artificial)

• Diverse and dynamic

• Natural and beautiful

• Family-friendly
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PROJECT SUMMARY
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DISTRICT BOUNDARIES 

The Minneapolis Riverfront District stretches from

Plymouth Avenue NE to Interstate 35W and along 

both sides of the Mississippi River, generally from

Washington Avenue South to 4th Street SE. It also includes

the retail district of Old St. Anthony.

These boundaries, although somewhat soft, were

determined by a number of factors. The primary district

area is the parkland on each bank of the river, including

Nicollet Island, Boom Island Park, Father Hennepin Bluffs

Park, First Bridge Park, West River Parkway, and Mill

Ruins Park. Other core amenities include the Stone Arch

Bridge, the Lock and Dam Visitor Center, Mill City

Museum, Historic Main Street, and the Mississippi River

itself, along with St. Anthony Falls.

The boundaries were stretched to include critical retail and

residential developments. Washington Avenue was chosen 

as the southern boundary because of its importance as a

primary route for traffic and district-edge signage. On the

north side of Hennepin Avenue, this boundary drops back to

2nd Street because of the strong connection of Washington

Avenue to the Warehouse District. 

For many of the same reasons that Washington Avenue was

chosen as a boundary, University Avenue and 4th Street SE

were chosen as the northern edge.

It also made sense to include the many residential

developments that were already associating themselves 

with the river (River Station, The Falls, etc.).

Due to continued development within the District,

transition areas were identified. (These are indicated 

on this map with lighter shading.) These areas may 

grow increasingly important for the overall wayfinding 

and signage program over time.
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GRAPHIC  STANDARDS REVIEW

GRAND ROUNDS SCENIC BYWAY

The Grand Rounds Scenic Byway

encompasses parkways, trails, and parks

along the Mississippi River, Minnehaha

Creek, the Chain of Lakes, and Theodore

Wirth, Victory Memorial, Webber,

Stinson and Ridgeway Parkways. Its

entire length is approximately fifty miles. It overlaps the

Riverfront District along West River Parkway and Historic

Main Street.

Color palette

Typography

Gill Sans

abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ

Gill Sans Italic

abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ

Gill Sans Bold

abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ

MINNEAPOLIS PARK AND

RECREATION BOARD

The Minneapolis park system

consists of more than 170 park

properties, including local and

regional parks, playgrounds,

totlots, triangles, golf courses,

gardens, picnic areas, biking and

walking paths, nature sanctuaries

and a 55-mile parkway system. Together, these properties

total nearly 6,400 acres of land and water. The park system

overlaps the Minneapolis Riverfront District at West River

Parkway/James I. Rice Parkway, Historic Main Street, First

Bridge Park, Mill Ruins Park, the B.F. Nelson site, Boom

Island, Nicollet Island and Father Hennepin Bluffs Park.

PANTONE®

462
PANTONE®

315
PANTONE®

451

The following section summarizes graphic standards for

existing signage and identity programs that pass through 

or reside within the Minneapolis Riverfront District.

This plan recognizes the need to support, protect and

include the equity of these significant assets, while planning

for a district identity and sign system. The intent is to

integrate these graphics into a framework that helps unify

the diverse assets within the District. A primary goal of this

project is to define the District as a large area containing

many assets and destinations.



Color palette

Typography

Franklin Gothic Demi

abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ

Century Expanded

abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ
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GREAT RIVER ROAD

The Great River Road is the

nation’s oldest and longest scenic

byway, extending 3,000 miles along

a network of roads following the

Mississippi River from Canada to

the Gulf of Mexico. The National

and Alternate routes overlap the Riverfront District on both

sides of the river, following along West River Parkway,

Marshall Street and Main Street.

MISSISSIPPI RIVER TRAIL

The Mississippi River Trail is a 10-state

cycling route in the process of development. 

It will travel over 2,000 continuous miles

between the headwaters of the Mississippi at

Lake Itasca, Minnesota and the Gulf of

Mexico. The Trail winds its way through

Minnesota, Wisconsin, Iowa, Illinois,

Missouri, Kentucky, Arkansas, Tennessee,

Mississippi and Louisiana. Cycling route signs

featuring the “MRT” logo identify the route

along those segments of the trail that are

complete. Route markers will eventually serve

as the unifying identity along the entire route. 

GRAPHIC  STANDARDS REVIEW

MILL QUARTER

The Mill Quarter is a subdistrict of 

the Minneapolis Riverfront District. 

It is located in the southeast quadrant 

of the District. Destinations include 

Mill City Museum, the Guthrie Theater

and Mill Ruins Park.

Color palette

Typography

Trajan

abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz

Granjon

abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ

Formata

abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ

PANTONE®

465
PANTONE®

549
PANTONE®

5555
PANTONE®

704
BLACK

ST. ANTHONY FALLS HERITAGE TRAIL

The St. Anthony Falls Heritage Trail makes a 1.8 mile loop

around the Minneapolis central riverfront and is marked 

by kiosks, signs and waymarkers. It provides a year-round,

self-guided tour of the St. Anthony Falls area.



OLD ST. ANTHONY

The Old St. Anthony Association was established to promote businesses in the area from 2nd

Avenue NE to 2nd Avenue SE and 2nd Street NE. The Old St. Anthony area uses a unique

neighborhood designation sign within the Riverfront District.
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GRAPHIC  STANDARDS REVIEW

MINNEAPOLIS PARKING STANDARDS

The city has an ordinance that applies to parking lots.

These guidelines include size of the sign, height, color and

font and type size. 

In addition, the city uses a specific type of sign to indicate

public parking in ramps. The format uses the standard

Department of Transportation (DOT) parking symbol

(circle P) on a square blue field. It also contains the text

“Public Parking.”

Interstate Regular

abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ

1234567890

Helvetica Roman

abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ

1234567890

MINNEAPOLIS RIVERFRONT DISTRICT LOGO

The Mississippi Mile sign was used as a riverfront identity from the late 1980s to 2003. The

original Mississippi Mile logo is to be reused as the Minneapolis Riverfront District logo.
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SITE  REVIEW

Larsen Design conducted a number of site reviews to gain a

better understanding of the area, its amenities, its size, its

traffic patterns, and its visual appearance. 

The wayfinding plan was developed after these reviews,

examining visibility around intersections, driving the streets

and trying to navigate different pathways, reviewing

different approaches and points of view.

The design of the signs was developed after a thorough

understanding of the history and diversity of the area and

its destinations, comparing them with other destinations in

the Twin Cities and around the country.
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SITE  REVIEW
MILL  QUARTER
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SITE  REVIEW
MILL  QUARTER
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SITE  REVIEW
ST.  ANTHONY MAIN  /  R IVERPLACE
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SITE  REVIEW
ST.  ANTHONY FALLS  HERITAGE TRAIL
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CASE STUDIES

Before creating the Minneapolis Riverfront District Signage

and Wayfinding Master Plan and designing a unique sign

system, Larsen Design reviewed numerous other city-based

signage projects, both within the Twin Cities and outside 

of the area.
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CASE STUDIES
WASHINGTON D.C .

This traffic and pedestrian wayfinding system was designed

for the Capitol Mall area to guide visitors to the many 

historic, cultural and governmental sites. The signs help

define the area and direct visitors. Their design reflects the

prevalent architectural style. A bold single blue color stands

out for visibility and unites all signs. Requirements were to

keep signs to a minimum and keep the scale small 

to avoid detracting from the sites and the area’s beauty.

In addition to typical wayfinding and sign design criteria,

the design team for the Capitol Area Mall project also

needed to comply with Secret Service requests that signs

could not be used as weapons or be large enough to hide

behind.

Summary

• Wayfinding plan for historic/government district

• Freestanding signs with unique shape to stand out

• Traffic and pedestrian wayfinding signs

• Gateway signs identify districts
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This plan was created to identify the various primary

districts in downtown Los Angeles. An icon was created for

each district and matched to a specific color to distinguish

each area. The system was primarily focused on vehicle

traffic and concluded with matching parking signs that

again were coded with color and icons.

The design team ran into dispute with the California DOT

in regard to sign design. The state DOT did not want to

vary at all from the national Manual of Uniform Traffic

Control Devices (MUTCD). Typography, color of directional

signs, and arrow style was forced to comply. The District

identification signs had to be physically separate from the

directional signs. The result was a sign system that was not

distinctive from everyday traffic signs.

Summary

• Wayfinding and district identification

• Icons and color establish various districts

• Forced by DOT to use green color, arrows and font

CASE STUDIES
DOWNTOWN LOS ANGELES
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The cities of Bettendorf and Davenport, Iowa 

and Moline, East Moline and Rock Island, Illinois were

blending together in the eyes of visitors. While the cities felt

that promoting themselves as the Quad Cities was

beneficial, they believed that dividing the metropolis into

unique districts would help with wayfinding and identity 

of each municipality. An icon, based on the layout of the

area, was established and each city provided a color. The

curved shape of the top or bottom of the signs was taken

from the river element within the icon. Traffic, parking and

pedestrian signs all used this basic sign system for navigation.

Summary

• Color-coded system matches quad icon

• Unique shape

• Public parking signs match area

CASE STUDIES
QUAD C IT IES
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Sault St. Marie, Michigan is home to the Soo Locks on 

the St. Mary’s River between Lake Superior and Lake

Huron. Large freighters traverse the locks every day and the

area has become a popular tourist attraction of the Upper

Peninsula of Michigan. The city implemented this sign

system to let visitors know when they were within the 

lock district, and which lots were open to public parking

and within walking district of the park. To reflect the

industrial shipping industry, the signs and other public items

such as bus shelters and lampposts were designed with a

heavy steel structure and rivets.

Summary

• Riverfront district along the locks

• Pedestrian and traffic wayfinding signs

• Matching public parking signs

• Other physical elements match system

CASE STUDIES
SAULT ST.  MARIE ,  M ICHIGAN
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The retail area of 50th Street and France Avenue

incorporated gateway signs at each of the four entry points

for the shopping area. The signs have helped this area

quickly establish a unique identity in the western metro

area. Because the area is small, no other traffic wayfinding 

signs are used, (although the addition of unique parking

identification signs would probably help). A few pedestrian

kiosks and directional signs are used and the signs match

the lampposts used in the area.

Summary

• Gateway identification signs

• Matching pedestrian signs and directories

• Matching lamppost and banner system

• Small area, easy to tell when you’re in the District

CASE STUDIES
50TH AND FRANCE ,  ED INA
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CASE STUDIES
EXCELSIOR AND GRAND,  ST.  LOUIS  PARK

A new residential and retail area currently still in

development is the Excelsior and Grand area of St. Louis

Park. Developers, shops and the city are confident that the

signs and markers will help to quickly build name

recognition and, ultimately, financial success. Since most of

the District destinations are retail, each storefront sign

becomes a destination. In addition to district identification

and parking ramp signs, the area has incorporated

architectural “markers” and banners to help define the area.

Summary

• Central identification sign

• Gateway markers with a strong architectural style

• Complementary banner system
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CASE STUDIES
DOWNTOWN ST.  PAUL

The City of St. Paul recently commissioned and

implemented the design of a sign system to help with

wayfinding. The strategy incorporated city parks as a

reference point. It is expected that individual businesses will

use the closest park as an aid when describing directions.

The ornamental signs reflect the prevalent civic style of St.

Paul as a framework to hold three simple directional panels.

As another tool to aid visitors, the city also implemented

various parking directional signs.

Summary

• Frame around wayfinding signs distinguishes them from

other signs

• Frame is prominent and eye catching

• Interesting street markers in sidewalks
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CASE STUDIES
CITY  OF  MINNEAPOLIS

NICOLLET MALL

The retail district of Nicollet Mall in downtown

Minneapolis created a unique signage and landscape plan 

a number of years ago with the intent of distinguishing 

itself from other shopping destinations.

Nicollet Mall is a pedestrian destination and uses

directional signs and kiosks that are scaled properly. 

Traffic that crosses the Mall see unique street signs 

and banners.

Summary

• Unique street sign design

• System for seasonal banners

• Informational kiosks

• Well suited for pedestrians

MINNEAPOLIS

The City of Minneapolis has a number of identification and

wayfinding plans, each providing a distinct and desirable

destination for visitors and residents. Each of these plans

has the same primary goal: establish the area’s identity

within the city. 

Summary

• Variety of identification and wayfinding systems

• Each one is unique
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CASE STUDIES
CITY  OF  MINNEAPOLIS

LYNLAKE NEIGHBORHOOD

The area near the intersection of Lyndale Avenue and Lake

Street has established an identity through signs, banners and

metal ornaments attached to lampposts and semaphores.

They have helped create an identity for the area and define

its boundaries.

Summary

• Simple identification markers and banners

• Gateway signs on semaphores

DOWNTOWN MINNEAPOLIS

The Downtown Council established a wayfinding sign

system to help visitors find important destinations on 

the southwest side of the Mississippi River, the heart 

of downtown. These small blade signs, complete with 

a color code and icon for each destination, are used

throughout the downtown area. This system included 

the Riverfront as one of its key destinations and will be

used in the wayfinding strategy.

Summary

• Primarily a pedestrian and vehicle wayfinding system

• Included with the Riverfront wayfinding strategy
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TRAFFIC  PATTERNS

The purpose of the traffic pattern review is to understand

the different pathways to the Minneapolis Riverfront

District. By looking at these different pathways and

overlapping them, we can pinpoint key roadways and

nodes. Focusing the signage plan on these key areas will

reduce the number of signs and simplify the pathways,

eliminating conflicting messages and multiple options. 

Signs should match verbal and published directions to the

District and to specific destinations. A match will reassure

travelers that they are on the right path.  
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Interstate highways are the first step in wayfinding. In

addition to helping someone take the correct exit, they will 

be even more useful in creating awareness of the District 

to millions of motorists.

Many travelers take the interstate system to downtown

Minneapolis. Most of the exits place drivers on the

downtown side of the river. Only I-35W has an exit directly

to the east side. Along with the highways and corresponding

exit streets are the cross streets and inlets that lead into the

Minneapolis Riverfront District. 

As indicated by the map, South 4th Street and Washington

Avenue are important streets for people coming to the

downtown side of the river. A few key cross streets need

signage to help people turn toward the District.

On the east side, 4th Street SE is the critical roadway 

for signage.
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People traveling to downtown from other parts of

Minneapolis or close-in suburbs may take one of many

primary artery roads rather than the interstate. For the most

part, these roads intersect the same cross streets and district

inlets as interstate traffic, making signage decisions easy.

On the east side, the primary traffic paths are 4th Street SE,

University Avenue, Hennepin Avenue and Central Avenue.

All intersect. These streets bring visitors directly to the heart

of Old St. Anthony without any turns.

On the downtown side, wayfinding to the Riverfront District

is more challenging. Drivers need to make one or two turns,

and there is more congested traffic, plus multiple inlets.

East/west traffic runs on the one-way streets. Odd

numbered streets head westward whereas even numbered

streets head eastward. All streets cross 5th and Chicago

Avenues which are primary inlets into the central part of the

downtown Riverfront. Washington Avenue is a primary

east/west artery that has a number of inlets into the District.

Signage must take into consideration that there is no one

single perfect entrance to the Riverfront.
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LEGEND

1 Warehouse District

2 Target Center

3 Nicollet Mall

4 Convention Center

5 Metrodome

6 University of Minnesota, East and West Banks

7 Light Rail Transit Station

Other high-traffic destinations in downtown Minneapolis

will provide an opportunity to create awareness of the

District to visitors and will be useful as landmarks and

starting points for many out-of-town visitors. We want to

take advantage of these locations as opportunities to

educate visitors about the Riverfront.

These high-traffic destinations are situated on previously

described primary routes leading to the Riverfront.

Washington Avenue is a primary artery for traffic in the

Warehouse District. Target Center and the Nicollet Mall 

are located near Hennepin Avenue. The Minneapolis

Convention Center is near 5th Avenue. The Metrodome 

and Light Rail Transit stations are located near the 

odd/even cross streets of 3rd, 4th, 5th and 6th Streets 

and Chicago Avenue. University Avenue and Washington

Avenue are both primary arteries associated with the

University of Minnesota.
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LEGEND

1 Guthrie Theater

2 Mill City Museum

3 Mill Ruins Park

4 Lock & Dam Visitor’s Center

5 Milwaukee Road Depot

6 First Bridge Park

7 James I. Rice Parkway/West River Parkway

8 Boom Island Park

9 Nicollet Island Park and Pavilion

10 Historic Main Street

11 Riverplace

12 St.Anthony Main

13 Stone Arch Bridge

14 St.Anthony Falls and St. Anthony Falls Heritage Trail

15 Old St.Anthony 

16 Chute Square /Ard Godfrey House 

17 Father Hennepin Bluffs Park

Destinations indicated here are considered the primary

destinations because of their cultural, historical and

recreational significance. Associated with these are parking

lots and ramps. On both sides of the District, primary

destinations and the most public parking facilities are

located centrally. Directing first-time visitors to the central

part of the District will simplify the sign system and

increase the likelihood of a successful trip. 

This plan recognizes that other attractions will be added

through further development within the District, and should

be accommodated with updated signage. Examples of future

developments may include a whitewater course, additional

Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board properties and

other cultural and private amenities.
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Intersections marked with circles on this map indicate

important wayfinding decision points for drivers. The streets

marked in gold are critical routes to a successful wayfinding

system. On the downtown side of the river, if we can guide

drivers to Washington Avenue South, the rest will be easy.

The intersections of Washington and Hennepin, and

Washington and 3rd Avenue are critical decision points

concerning whether to cross the river.

On the east side, getting drivers to the central part of 

Old St. Anthony will be the first goal. At the intersections

marked, a driver must decide to cross the river or find a

parking facility on the east side of the river.

While the goal will be to clarify location and direction 

for the driver, these circled intersections have the potential

for confusion. Some of these points, such as Hennepin and

Washington, and 3rd Avenue and Washington are large

four-lane intersections. Visibility, clarity and simplicity are

the keys to aiding motorists in unfamiliar territory.



MINNEAPOLIS RIVERFRONT DISTRICT Signage & Wayfinding Master Plan 40

TRAFFIC  PATTERNS
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Pedestrians

The Minneapolis Riverfront District is best enjoyed as a

pedestrian. In addition to traffic wayfinding signs, pedestrian

scaled signs and kiosks around the area will help guide and

educate visitors. These can present much more information

than signs intended for quickly moving traffic, including

maps and lists of amenities on both sides of the river.

The most critical wayfinding areas are the routes near

parking lots and ramps, where drivers are just beginning

their walk and bus riders would likely hop off (indicated by

the red dotted line). South 2nd Street, 5th Avenue, and

Chicago Avenue on the downtown side are important

walkways from neighboring parking lots and the LRT

station. Walkways in the middle of Old St.Anthony and

along 2nd Street SE are important beginning pathways for

visitors on the east side of the Riverfront.

Pathways central to District, close to parking

Other primary pathways

Light Rail Line
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TRAFFIC  PATTERNS
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proposed bike tra
il
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Bicyclists

The Minneapolis Riverfront District recognizes the

importance of bicycles as a form of transportation to and

around the area. The District itself is a popular destination

for bicyclists, who may be commuting through the area,

beginning their ride at one of the parking lots near the

district or experiencing the Grand Rounds Scenic Byway.

Trail markers, traffic wayfinding signs and the kiosks are

all important opportunities to guide, inform and impress

upon bicyclists the history and experience of the

Minneapolis Riverfront District. 

On-road bicycle trail

On-road bicycle trail (pending)

Off-road bicycle trail

Light Rail Line
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Existing Sign Systems

Unique District Sign Design

Vehicle Wayfinding Signs

Pedestrian/Cyclist Wayfinding Signs

Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board Signs

Other Riverfront Sign Types

Options for District Parking Signs

District Marquee Signs

Graphic Elements

Prototype

Information Hierarchy
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SIGN TYPES
EXIST ING S IGN SYSTEMS

MnDOT Exit Signs

On the interstate highways, Manual of Uniform Traffic

Control Devices (MUTCD) signs will be located prior to

exit ramps that lead to the Minneapolis Riverfront District.

These signs will use the standard brown background to

indicate the Riverfront’s historic designation. 

City MUTCD Signs

MUTCD signs will be used at other key decision points

outside of the designated District to provide direction 

to the Minneapolis Riverfront District. Examples of these

locations would be at the end of freeway exit ramps or

nodes outside the District that require a driver to make a

turn. The primary purpose of these signs is to point to the

District, although a few will also point to key destinations

in close proximity.

Downtown Wayfinding Signs

Within downtown Minneapolis, a unique wayfinding

system has been established to point the way to many of the

large public destinations. These small blade signs will be

used in the downtown area at intersections where a driver

must make a turn.

MINNEAPOLIS 
RIVERFRONT DISTRICT

4th Street Exit

MINNEAPOLIS 
RIVERFRONT DISTRICT

Boom Island

Historic Main Street

Riverfront

SIGN TYPES 

All wayfinding signage outside the District will direct visitors

to the Minneapolis Riverfront District and will use existing

sign systems. This approach will simplify wayfinding and

also identify and establish the area as a premier destination

to the public. These signs will be used at important decision

points in the vicinity of the downtown area.

Within the District, uniquely designed signs will direct

visitors to primary destinations and parking facilities. Public

parking lots and ramps are the end of the vehicle path and

the beginning of the pedestrian experience. Pedestrian signs

will provide additional information and detail that traffic

signs cannot provide. Pedestrian wayfinding signs and

kiosks will be used as important education centers for

visitors. Uniquely designed signs within the District will

help to define the area and establish its identity, add to its

historic flavor, improve the quality of the area’s design

vocabulary, and increase its visitor appeal.



MINNEAPOLIS RIVERFRONT DISTRICT Signage & Wayfinding Master Plan 44

SIGN TYPES
UNIQUE D ISTRICT  S IGNS

Within the Minneapolis Riverfront District, a unique design

was created to assist traffic and pedestrian wayfinding and

to work as a “framework” for the other graphic identities

that are part of the area. A unique design will stand out

from typical streetscape signage, help define the boundaries

of the area, and reflect the historic designation of the District.

The design of the sign system took its form from the

distinguishing elements of the District and the

characteristics that held special value.

Distinguishing elements

• The River and St. Anthony Falls

• History — the industrial roots of the city

• Unique cultural, architectural and commercial assets

• Parks, parkways, trails and greenspace 

• Outdoor recreation, activities and events

• Residential development and neighborhoods

Riverfront brand attributes

• Historic “industrial”

• Authentic (not artificial)

• Diverse and dynamic

• Natural and beautiful

• Family-friendly
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MINNEAPOLIS  R IVERFRONT DISTRICT  S IGN TYPES
VEHICLE  WAYFINDING S IGNS

Within the Minneapolis Riverfront District, a series of

uniquely designed signs will help establish the boundaries of

the District and add to its character and quality. 

Larger directional signs will be used at multiple-lane

intersections and where critical navigation decisions must 

be made, especially along the edge of the District. Their 

size and height will be easy to see from a distance and are

positioned above the clutter of the urban environment.

Information will be simple and straightforward. Smaller

directional signs will be used at lesser intersections within

the District. These signs are scaled for slower traffic and 

are intended to direct vehicles, pedestrians and cyclists

around the Riverfront. 

Parking lots and ramps are the end of the vehicle pathway.

Guiding visitors to parking has been identified as an

important issue to enhance the access to and enjoyment 

of the District. Public lots and ramps would be identified

with unique District signage to connect with the rest of 

the sign system and the District experience.

The “framework” style of the sign design allows for other

graphic identities to exist harmoniously with the Riverfront.

By applying this framework to as many signs as possible, a

strong sense of place will be established and visitors will

know when they are in the District.

During the implementation phase of this project, the height

and clearance of each sign will be finalized, dependent on its

exact location, distance from the curb, and other factors as

based on requirements and/or recommendations from Public

Works, Zoning, and HPC. A variance to the code may need

to be established with the city in regard to these signs. 
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MINNEAPOLIS  R IVERFRONT DISTRICT  S IGN TYPES
PEDESTRIAN / CYCLIST  WAYFINDING S IGNS

Pedestrian wayfinding signs and kiosks will be used to

provide visitors with more detailed information about the

District. Their primary goals will be to educate visitors

about what the District has to offer and guide them from

place to place. 

The wayfinding plans calls for modifying the existing

Heritage Trail kiosks with the Riverfront style.

Modifications would include wrought metal ornament,

color scheme and typography, largely leaving the overall

structural design intact. Interpretive trail and historic

information will stay, maps will be updated to reflect all of

the amenities of the area and other panels will be replaced

with other pertinent Riverfront information.

Smaller wayfinding signs scaled for pedestrian and cyclist

use will provide similar information. More detail, direction

and maps will show visitors the different historic, cultural

and commercial amenities of the area. These informational

panels can also be installed in the first floor stairwells (or

other pedestrian exits) in area parking ramps to help orient

visitors right away.
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SIGN TYPES
MINNEAPOLIS  PARK AND RECREATION BOARD S IGNS

Two of the original goals of this project were to incorporate

existing graphic identities and to find unique ways to unify

the District. The Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board

properties, including its Grand Rounds Scenic Byway, make

up a large and critically important asset of the Minneapolis

Riverfront District. By incorporating the District “framework”

concept, Park Board, Grand Rounds, and Great River Road

graphics can maintain a visual consistency with those larger

systems which pass through the District. At the same time,

use of the Riverfront name and iconography with these

graphics and the District framework help to further define 

the area.

The design option presented in this plan brings Minneapolis

Park and Recreation Board signage into the Riverfront

District framework while leaving its distinctive graphics and

identity intact. The primary option presented here shows

the addition of the District name and distinctive ornamental

arched top to existing Minneapolis Park and Recreation

Board signs. This approach would be relatively low-cost and

would not require the removal of existing signs. Construction

details would need to be prepared to direct the fabrication

and installation of these additions. A means for adding

District symbology to the Grand Rounds wayfinding blade

signs would also need to be developed, if desired.

The secondary option shown could be implemented at the

choice of the Park Board if existing signage is to be replaced

at some point in the future. This option incorporates the

District post style, name, and arched top into the Grand

Rounds signage system. Again, construction details would

need to be prepared in order to direct fabrication of 

these signs.

Option 1

Incorporation of District features into Park Board Grand Rounds Signs and trail markers.

Option 2

Addition of District-style sign post, if desired, to new installations.

West River Parkway

M I N N E A P O L I S  PA R K  &  R E C R E AT I O N  B O A R D

M I N N E A P O L I S  R I V E R F R O N T  D I S T R I C T

West River Parkway

M I N N E A P O L I S  PA R K  &  R E C R E AT I O N  B O A R D

M I N N E A P O L I S  R I V E R F R O N T  D I S T R I C T
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SIGN TYPES
OTHER R IVERFRONT S IGN TYPES

Going beyond directional signs, this system can be extended

to further unify the area and create and even stronger sense

of identity for the Minneapolis Riverfront District. The

framework concept can be applied to a wide variety of sign

types used in the area. These items are less critical than the

wayfinding signs and will likely be phased in over time.
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SIGN TYPES
OPTIONS FOR D ISTRICT  PARKING S IGNS

At the end of the path for vehicles traveling to the

Minneapolis Riverfront District is a place to park. Parking

is one of the most frequently cited concerns for visitors to

the area. Visitors want to park close to their destination and

want to be confident they won’t be towed away. By

incorporating a unique District style, these signs can help

unify the system and provide a finishing point for the first

part of their visit.

This plan also incorporates the Minneapolis standard circle-

P symbol in a square blue field that is used throughout

downtown to signify public parking. In addition to a sign

marking the parking facility entrance, small street side signs

can be incorporated to aid visitors in their quest.

The Minneapolis Licenses Department has a set of

particular requirements for commercial pay lot signs. This

Master Plan describes an proposed alternative to the

standard requirements. Size, height, illumination and other

specifications of the pay lot requirements have not changed.

Only the color scheme, incorporation of the blue circle-P

parking symbol and the Riverfront District frame structure

have been added.
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SIGN TYPES
DISTRICT  MARQUEE S IGNS
Des ign  concept ,  for  cons iderat ion

Another concept to expand the sign system is the addition

of marquee identification signs. Potentially located at high-

traffic, high-visibility gateway locations, these unique signs

will help to identify the area and add a splash of energy.

These neon-tube channel letter signs are reminiscent of the

sign types used throughout most of the 20th century and

are consistent with the historic designation of the area. 

These signs are still in the concept phase and will require

more work to finalize mounting structure, electrical and

illumination needs, on-going maintenance costs, permitting

and zoning issues. Although illustrated here as being

attached to existing street lampposts, a dedicated, specially

engineered structure will be required.
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SIGN TYPES
GRAPHIC  ELEMENTS

Fabricated arches
⅜" material
Welded at joints
Add bar stock across top

weld

individual arches cut from 
thick-wall aluminum tubing

The primary unifying element of the sign system is the

wrought metal ornament that adorns the top of the signs.

The design is inspired by the historic bridges spanning the

Mississippi River. The ornament is built from sections of

thick-wall tubing and flat plate material welded together.

This element is also inspired and reminiscent of metal

railings, structural details, fences, and gates, such as the

Hennepin Avenue Bridge railing shown in the photo below. 
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SIGN TYPES
GRAPHIC  ELEMENTS

Other graphic elements of the system are also derived from

unique areas within the District and will add both character

and consistency to the signage.

A Minneapolis Riverfront District identifier was created as a

header graphic for the signs. This header unmistakenly

identifies the District to visitors. By intentionally

exaggerating the word “Riverfront,” we reduce the very long

full name, making it easier to see and read when traveling in

a car. This graphic was created with a type font that reflects

the history of the area and provides a unique personality. 

The font used for text is a simple sans serif font. It is

slightly condensed to help fit long names and is bold and

easy to read. Having a font with slightly condensed

letterforms allows names to be set with extra letterspacing,

making them more readable from a distance.

The deep red color used in the sign system is derived 

from the painted railing on the Stone Arch Bridge and is

reminiscent of terra cotta or brick. The charcoal gray was 

a common color for metalwork in the 20th century and

contrasts nicely with the red.

Frutiger Bold Condensed 67

abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ
1234567890

Deep Red Dark Gray
BM HC-50 BM 1610
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SIGN TYPES
PROTOTYPE 

To the left is a shop drawing created for the small traffic

directional prototype sign. It illustrates intended fabrication

methods, materials, finishes and graphics. The design is

constructed of a simple post and frame structure with an

ornamental metal lattice attached to the top. Aluminum

construction is rust resistant and vinyl graphics applied 

to face panels on both sides are easy to change and update

as the District continues to evolve. 

This shop drawing does not show all final details.

Mechanical details for the post, frame and lattice

attachment, and the footing are not included. Final

mechanical specifications and details will be worked out

after review of the prototype by city staff and with input

from the sign vendor awarded the contract. Final

specifications are part of the implementation phase.

5 3/4"

18"18"

Bottom tube cut into 
3 pieces and welded 
together to posts

9 1/2" 9 1/2"

10 1/2" 10 1/2"

(4) 3/4" x 16" J Bolts

Welded aluminum lattice

from 3/8" thick alum. bar

and 10" dia. alum. tube

See drawing C6287 for detail

Welded aluminum lattice

.090 aluminum skin c.s. screwed

to 3" x3" internal frame with all

screws filled and sanded smooth

2" x 2" C-channel frame

attached to skin/internal frame

with welded L clips inside channel

49 1/2" x 50 3/4" x .090"

aluminum skin c.s. screwed

to internal frame behind

2" x 2" C-channel frame 

White PSL vinyl copy

3" x 3" square aluminum posts

3" x 3" square 
aluminum posts 
and upper frame

Fabricated base

See drawing C6287 for detail

18" x 18" x 1/2" thick

alum. mounting plate with

(4) 1" dia. mntg. holes

PSL vinyl copy

50 3/4"

52 3/4"

17"

1/2"

109"

49 1/2"

15 1/2"

65"

180 1/4"

2"

2 1/2"

3"

Standard colors:

Cabinet, frame, lattice and posts = Matthew's BM 1610 Dark Grey

Copy Panel = Matthew's BM HC-50 Georgian Brick

Front View Side View Aluminum Stuctural Frame

Front View Side View

Photograph of prototype
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SIGN TYPES
PROTOTYPE

For a small traffic directional sign, the ornamental lattice is

made up of thick-wall aluminum tubing cut into 3" lengths,

then cut in half to create the arches. Aluminum tubing

comes in enough diameters and thicknesses to accommodate

all sign types and the dimensions of the ornamental lattice

element would be sized appropriately to accommodate the

sign types within the program. The arches and matching

plate material are welded together to form the lattice and

finished with an acrylic polyurethane paint. Due to

aluminum construction, signs should not rust even if the

paint becomes chipped or marred.

The bottoms of the posts are mounted into a thick-wall

aluminum base that will also protect them from being

nicked or bent by a passing snowplow. The base is secured

to a concrete footing with anchor bolts.

CL

Isometric View

Weep holes

9 1/2"

10 1/2"

9 1/2"

9"18"

3" x 3" square alum. post s

1

3/8" thick plate

continuos weld

1 1/2"

1 1/2"

18"

18"

17"

1/2"

2 1/2"

3"

3 1/2"

3/8"

5"

3/8"

3/8"

50 3/4"

52 3/4"

53 1/4"

3" x 52 3/4" x 3/8" thick

aluminum bar welded to arches

and end caps 

Individual 5" x 2 1/2" x 3/8" thick

arches custom cut from

36" x 10" dia. alum. tube

(Erickson)

5" x 2 1/2" x 3/8" thick

welded alum. bar end caps

Fabricated base

1/4" thick material

Fabricated Aluminum Lattice Detail Fabricated Aluminum Base

Scale: 1/8" = 1"

Front View

Front View

Top View

Side View

weld
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SIGN TYPES
INFORMATION H IERARCHY FOR S IGNS

INFORMATION HIERARCHY CHART

District Name

Minneapolis Riverfront District

Current Destinations

Ard Godfrey House Lock and Dam

Boom Island Park Mill City Museum

Father Hennepin Mill Ruins Park
Bluffs Park

Mississippi River

First Bridge Park Nicollet Island Park

Guthrie Theater Old St. Anthony

Historic Main Street St. Anthony Falls

James I. Rice/ Stone Arch Bridge
West River Parkway

WAYFINDING AND INFORMATION HIERARCHY

Setting up a hierarchy of information is critical to the

success of a signage plan. It is simply not feasible to provide

direction to all destinations on all signs. In addition, the

biggest problem with readability regarding signs is too

much information. People are much more apt to read a

single word than a long list. 

By matching provided directions and critical decision points

we can keep signs to a minimum, first directing visitors to

the Riverfront and then toward individual destinations.

Destinations will be applied by proximity, and grouped by

direction (all of the destinations that require a right-hand

turn).

Single Identity

“Minneapolis Riverfront District” will be used as the

formal identification for the area, with emphasis on the

word “Riverfront.” In maps, written descriptions and even

conversations, the singular Riverfront will be the easiest

name to remember and recognize. The name is itself

descriptive, connotes history and highlights the focal point

of the District — the Mississippi River. 

Creation of a strong identity will be critical to the success 

of this project. Too many descriptors and layers of

information will only dilute the concept. Like other retail

and entertainment venues, one destination with many 

assets will be the most successful approach.

Connect the Destinations with the District

Once at the edge of the Riverfront District, and within the

District boundaries, the signs will guide visitors toward

destinations. Highlighting these important assets along the

edge of the District will help define the area and educate the

public about its amenities.

Vehicle directional signs will be used as reinforcement of

decisions and will not guide people from one end of the

District to a specific destination.

Parking

Parking is a critical component to this area and one that 

has been identified by past visitors as a problem. Because

primary destinations have parking very nearby, wayfinding

signage will direct people toward the destination first 

and parking facilities second. Most people will make the

assumption that there is parking near destinations. Where

this is not true, parking facilities will be pointed out.

Unique Riverfront District parking facility identification

signs will be used to reinforce to the visitor that they are

within the District and close to primary destinations.

Unique parking signs are also a valuable tool in establishing

the identity of the area. 

The parking identification signs will incorporate the

familiar blue circle-P symbol used throughout downtown

Minneapolis, to indicate public parking for visitors.  

Pedestrian Signage

Pedestrian level wayfinding signage and kiosks will provide

the visitor with the most detailed information about the

District. Maps and lists of destinations organized by each

side will educate visitors what the Minneapolis Riverfront

District has to offer, informing visitors about other

destinations, and helping them plan their next trip.

Pedestrian wayfinding signs will be added throughout the

area, especially near public parking ramps and lots to help

orient visitors once they have left their vehicle. These signs

will also be used along walking trails where traffic

directional signs are not visible. 
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APPROVAL CRITERIA  AND PROCESS

Larsen Design investigated the formal process required by

the various entities that may have to approve this Master

Plan, approve permit applications, approve installation, and

fund the project.

Not surprisingly, approval for this project overlaps 

many jurisdictions, property owners, businesses and

neighborhoods. Potential paths of approval are dependent

on a variety of circumstances. To gain insight and to avoid

problems, we employed an informal review process with

each potential organization.

STATE OF MINNESOTA

Minnesota Department of Transportation (MNDOT)

Brian Kamnikar

Mn/DOT Metro Signing Engineer

Metro District Traffic Engineering

(651) 634-2146

1500 West County Road B2

Roseville, MN 55113

The Minnesota Department of Transportation is the

authority that governs roadways and signage on Interstate

highways within the state and on state highways.

• Jurisdiction over signs placed in right-of-way on state

roadways, and influence over county and city roadway

standards.

• Concern over content issues/setting a precedent.

• Strict adherence to Manual of Uniform Traffic Control

Devices (MUTCD) sign standards.

• Concerned with enforcement and safety issues.

Currently there is no accommodation for historic district

signage, although historic site signs are permitted. MnDOT

has turned to the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO)

for help in defining these guidelines. MnDOT’s process is to

review the request and judge it against established criteria.

MnDOT will provide Interstate signage for “major traffic

generators” based on their effect on Interstate traffic. They

use specific criteria when evaluating the request of an

individual event center: 

• Number of parking spaces (1,000 minimum)

• 10 event minimum

• 5,000 per event minimum

MnDOT uses another set criteria when evaluating the

request of a multi-tenant regional shopping mall. 

• 600,000 sq/ft of retail area

• minimum of two major anchor tenants

The Minneapolis Riverfront District does not fall under

either of these definitions. Since exit signs are based on a

presumption of traffic control, the District may need to base

its case on traffic volume. Historic designation may be

considered.

Signage Cost: one time fabrication and installation fee. 

Sign based on MnDOT provided specifications.

Owner may also be required to cover cost of maintenance.

Life expectancy is 10-15 years. Permit holder must pay to

replace deteriorating signs.

Variance Process

If a request is denied by MnDOT staff, the organization

may appeal the decision to the Variance Board. This board

is comprised of business owners and other private citizens

that meet three to four times a year. The requesting

organization must convince the board of the importance

and need for signage.

Summary

> Submit master plan to MnDOT for review

> MnDOT will either accept or deny request for signs

> If denied, request variance before the Variance Board

> If approval is granted, an agreement is set up between

MnDOT and the sign owner
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APPROVAL CRITERIA  AND PROCESS

State of Minnesota

State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO)

Dennis Gimmestad

651-296-5462

Review and Compliance Section

Minnesota History Center

345 Kellogg Boulevard West

St. Paul, Minnesota 55102

The State Historic Preservation Office reviews federal

undertakings under Section 106 of the National Historic

Preservation Act, and projects of state agencies under the

Minnesota Historic Sites Act and the Minnesota Field

Archaeology Act.

Federal projects reviewed under Section 106 are those carried

out by a federal agency, those where a federal agency provides

funds, and those which require a federal permit, license, or

approval. Generally the federal agency is responsible for

completing the review with SHPO; for some programs, other

parties are specially authorized to initiate the process.

Projects of state agencies that might affect properties listed on

the National or State Registers of Historic Places, or which

might affect known or predicted archaeological sites, are

submitted by the agency to SHPO for review.

These reviews consider effects on historic properties. For the

federal process, this includes properties and districts listed on

or eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic

Places. For the state process, this includes properties and

districts listed on the National or State Registers of Historic

Places.

In all cases, the intent is to avoid, minimize, and/or mitigate

any adverse effects to historic properties or districts. The

Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of

Historic Properties, including the Guidelines for Preserving,

Rehabilitating, Restoring and Reconstructing Historic

Buildings and the Guidelines for the Treatment of Cultural

Landscapes, are used in assessing a project’s impacts.

Summary

> Federal or state agency, or authorized representative,

initiates review with SHPO.

> Historic properties are identified and potential effects are

assessed.

> Through consultation, attempts are made to avoid,

reduce, or minimize any adverse effect.

HENNEPIN COUNTY

Larry Blackstad

Administrative Manager, Hennepin Community Works

612-348-9710

Hennepin County

417 N. 5th Street

Ste. 320

Minneapolis, MN 55401

• Jurisdiction over signs placed in the right-of-way on

county roads such as Washington and Hennepin Avenues

• Concern over content issues

• Follow approved MUTCD sign standards

Since county roads are also city streets in the downtown

area, Hennepin County has indicated they will defer

judgement to City of Minneapolis staff and will follow their

recommendations unless it is determined that the plan far

exceeds initial expectation. Hennepin County’s concerns are

similar to Minneapolis Public Works: safety, maintenance,

permitting, and insurance. 

The most critical issue regarding Hennepin County and this

project are signs proposed to be installed on the Hennepin

Avenue Bridge. All requests for signs must go through the

county staff for approval.

Hennepin County must be provided plans for review.

Summary

> Send master plan to County for review

> County will raise any unusual concerns with City

> Discrepancies and details will be worked out with City

MINNEAPOLIS PARK AND RECREATION BOARD

Rachel Ramadhyani

Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board

2117 West River Road

Minneapolis, MN 55411

612-230-6470

Approval by the MPRB will be required for installation of

plan components on parkland or parkways. This approval

will be informed by the Board’s policy of ensuring that the

visual continuity and integrity of the Grand Rounds Scenic

Byway system is maintained and that the introduction of

other signage elements does not confuse or dilute this

identity. Areas where Park Board approval will be needed

include West River Parkway, the MPRB portion of Main

Street, and all parkland along the Riverfront.

Approval Criteria

• Consonance with existing Park Board signage and plans,

particularly the Grand Rounds Scenic Byways Master Plan

• Consonance with historical and aesthetic character 

of the area

• Durability and maintenance of signs

• Sign approval would be contingent upon another entity

assuming costs of installation and maintenance, unless

signs are installed by Park Board

Recommended Approval Process

The Park Board has suggested a two-step approval process:

1. Approval of the wayfinding plan. Once the wayfinding

plan has been drafted, copies should be provided for review

by selected Park Board staff and by the commissioners. 

The plan should be presented to selected Park Board staff 

at a staff advisory committee meeting. The wayfinding plan

would then go to the Planning Committee of the Board for

approval, followed by approval by the full Board. 
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2. Approval of installation of specific signs. Wayfinding

signs in the Riverfront District could either be installed by

the Park Board as part of a park or parkway project or by

other groups. Approval in the former case is straightforward.

Signs conforming to the wayfinding plan guidelines could

be included in construction packages when appropriate.

These signs would receive Board approval as part of the

overall design approval for those projects. Approval of signs

to be installed by other entities on Park Board land would

be more complex. Each installation would need explicit

approval by the Board. After review by Park Board staff,

this would require presentation of a proposal to the Board.

The proposal would need to address: 

• Need for installation

• Conformance with approved plans, including the

wayfinding plan

• Provision of funding for design and installation

• Responsibility for sign maintenance and replacement 

by an entity other than the Park Board.

Summary

Step One

> Informal staff review of Master Plan

> Incorporate suggestions and recommendations of staff

> Formal review of plan by staff

> Review by planning committee

> Present to board with staff recommendation for 

approval of Master Plan

Step Two

> Staff review of installation plan

> Determination of installation, funding and ongoing

maintenance details

CITY OF MINNEAPOLIS

Heritage Preservation Commission (HPC)

Greg Mathis

Suite 210

350 South 5th Street

Minneapolis, MN 55401

612-673-2439

Jurisdiction

The Heritage Preservation Commission is responsible for

the preservation of historically significant buildings, sites,

neighborhoods, and districts. All development activity or

enhancements on any designated site must comply with

HPC regulations. These regulations apply to any and all 

new construction and rehabilitation of existing buildings

and structures within the St. Anthony Falls Historic District.

They are intended to:

• Preserve the memory of past events

• Encourage sympathetic new development

• Encourage and enable access to the river

• Foster a viable community geared to the pedestrian.

Within their guidelines, the HPC has taken special

consideration for the St. Anthony Falls Historic District

(SAFHD), acknowledging the varied types of structures and

time periods in which they were built. The HPC provides

architectural control and maintenance of the District by

promulgating regulations governing construction and

rehabilitation.

SAFHD Sign Criteria

The Heritage Preservation Commission is primarily

concerned with preserving character and quality of

historically significant buildings and areas. New

installations that are not sensitive to the architecture and

history of an area can jeopardize the value of a historic

area. The HPC will:

• Review the signage plan for compliance with HPC

approved plans and guidelines

• Review materials, construction methods, and color to

make sure they are compatible with the era of the

District, and make sure signs do not distract from

historical architecture or features

• Make sure signs enhance the historic quality of area

Recommended approval process: 

Draft Design Plan

To create familiarity and provide opportunity for review

and comment, HPC staff liaison will provide the draft

design plan to the HPC board. Staff liaison will provide

Commission comments back to the Riverfront core

committee for modifications.

Final Plan

The finalized plan will go back through the Commission for

formal adoption and acceptance. Upon approval, the plan

will be filed at HPC for use in future reviews of ongoing

projects. Any variance request must be presented to the

HPC Board of Review for acceptance. Individual signs may

require additional approvals.

Summary

> Informal review of Master Plan by staff

> Incorporate suggestions and recommendations of staff

> Formal review of Master Plan by the Commission

> Accept Plan or present Plan to review board if variance

is requested

> Once approved, city permits can be approved and Plan

remains on file as reference
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CITY OF MINNEAPOLIS

Public Works

Dennis Morris, Jon Wertjes

203 City Hall

309 Second Avenue South

Minneapolis, MN 55401

612-673-3607

Jurisdiction

Public Right-of-Way: any permanent or temporary signs 

or displays on or over any street, boulevard, sidewalk,

easements or other public property.

Ownership of the signs is a critical issue for Public Works.

The “owner” must apply and pay for encroachment

permits, agree to maintain signs in the future, and carry

liability insurance of $500,000 for the the signs.

Approval Criteria

• Concerned with content and placement of signs. Sign

content, shape, structure and placement (location and/

or attachment)

• Concerned with sign maintenance and public safety

issues. Public Works will review sign applications to

determine that the sign will not create any vehicle or

pedestrian hazards, interfere with any traffic control

devices, signage and lighting. If Public Works is expected

to maintain the signs, ease of maintenance and ability 

to complete this work must be evaluated by staff.

• Approval of signs in the public right-of-way is contingent

on signs being largely directional in nature, with no logos

or clearly commercial sponsorships. (Names or identities

of private entities generally are not included, but there are

exceptions. Signs for the Minneapolis Institute of Arts

would be an example. Non-profit status does not change

considerations.) Public entities or amenities can be

included on directional signs. Examples of directional

sign content that could easily be approved would be

theater, hotel, restaurant, and so on.

• Special input on kiosks or other larger type of signage

displays: If there is a map that includes all entities 

within the District, it could be considered directional 

or purely informational. Public Works recommends 

plans that stay away from kiosks that allow posting 

of promotional events or advertising as a source of

revenue to fund the signage. 

• Need to obtain a permit ($75 for first, $5 for each

additional placement/application). Public Works reviews

permits to ensure they will not create any vehicle or

pedestrian hazards or interfere with traffic control

devices, signage, or lighting. Method of sign/banner

attachment is reviewed as is conformance to all City

ordinances. Permit owner must be specified.

Recommended Approval Process

Draft Design Plan

• Provide plan to staff liaison at Zoning Department for

review and comment 

• Provide plan to staff liaison at Public Works for review

and comment

• Staff liaison provides comments to project steering

committee for any modifications or adjustments

• Schedule reviews with appropriate City Council Members

and with neighborhoods

• Informational presentation to City Council Committee of

Transportation and Public Works

Master Plan

• Provide Master Plan to staff at Public Works

• Public Works reviews and forwards with

recommendations to City Council Committee,

Transportation and Public Works

• Once approved, Public Works issues the encroachment

permit

NOTE: If the implementation plan includes Public Works

maintaining the signs, the City Council must budget for this

work. Should Public Works own and maintain the signs, a

variation on this process will be followed.

Summary

> Informal review of Master Plan by staff

> Incorporate recommendation of staff

> Formal review of finalized Master Plan

> Application of permit required by owner

> Agreement approved regarding insurance, budget and

ongoing maintenance of signs

> Plan forwarded to Council ward representative

> Granting of permit to owner

CITY OF MINNEAPOLIS

Zoning Department

Steve Poor

Zoning Specialist

Rm 210

350 South 5th Street

Minneapolis, MN 55415

The Zoning Department has jurisdiction over signs on

public or private property. This authority corresponds with

city planning and development and is intended to regulate

sign structures and content. The Zoning Department criteria

is focused on the number and type of signs permitted, and

the size and height of each sign proposed for each particular

lot. These specifications vary by zoning district, type of

business, and size of the lot, based on the signage code set

forth by the city.

• Concerned over content issues and setting new precedent

• Deals primarily with building signage, primary and 

secondary identification signs, and large directional signs

Summary

> Informal review of Master Plan by staff

> Incorporate recommendation of staff

> Formal review of Master Plan

> Zoning will raise any issues regarding individual signs

Implementation phase

> Application of permit required by land owner

> If denied, variance applied for through Zoning

Department staff

> Granting of permit to land owner
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CITY OF MINNEAPOLIS

Minneapolis Community Planning

and Economic Development

Pamela Miner 

Supervisor, Planning Division

203 City Hall

309 Second Avenue South

Minneapolis, MN 55401

612-673-3240

Approval Criteria

Wayfinding and signage plan would be reviewed against 

the comprehensive land-use plan for the Riverfront District.

At this time, the Planning Department has determined that

this is not a land-use plan and does not need to formally

approve this plan.

Recommended Approval Process (if needed)

Draft Design Plan

• Provide conceptual design plan to staff liaison 

• Staff liaison will provide to Planning Commission staff 

to create familiarity, provide opportunity for review 

and comment

• Staff liaison provides Commission comments back to

Riverfront core committee for any modifications

Final Plan

• Final plan does not need approval by CPED. 

• If the plan is modified significantly it may need to be

reviewed and ultimately approved by CPED.

CITY OF MINNEAPOLIS

City Council 

Mayor

The City Council and the Office of the Mayor will be asked

to approve the Master Plan.

Prior to formal consideration of the Master Plan,

appropriate Council Members may receive briefings on the

plan to familiarize them with its goals, scope, wayfinding

recommendations, and stakeholder input/feedback. These

informal briefings may include Council Members who

represent portions of the Minneapolis Riverfront District

and the chair(s) of appropriate City Council committees.

During this timeframe, various city staff members will

report back to the Council Members on any issues requiring

further consideration.

Following the informal briefings and review, the

Minneapolis Riverfront District steering and implementation

committee will draft a report to the appropriate City

Council committee(s) requesting approval of the Master

Plan. Committees that may be requested to approve the

plan include the following: Transportation and Public

Works, Community Development, and Zoning and Planning.

These committees will be asked to review and approve the

report and Master Plan, taking into consideration staff

recommendations, neighborhood input, and HPC and

Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board approvals.

Following approval by one or more committees, the Master

Plan will then be forwarded to the City Council for overall

approval, followed by approval and signature from the

Mayor. 

It is during this final formal approval process that any

policy changes or variances that are needed for plan

implementation may be requested, should there be any

questions regarding signage that fall outside of City

standards. Following plan approval by the City Council and

sign-off by the Mayor, Public Works will be advised of plan

adoption, and depending on funding sources, may be

directed to participate in the implementation of the plan.

If the District steering and implementation committee has

secured outside funding for implementation, insurance and

maintenance of signs, the permitting and implementation

process may then begin within the context of the approved

Master Plan.

One or more separate additional future approvals would be

required if City funds were to be requested for signage

implementation and maintenance or if other City actions

were proposed, e.g., direction to Public Works to assist with

plan implementation and ongoing maintenance. 
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MnDOT
Informal review of Master Plan 

Review implementation plan
Variance request, if necessary

Variance approval board

Issue permits

Steering Committee
Guide development of 
Master Plan 
Conduct stakeholder reviews
Finalize details and
review of Master Plan 

Approval of Master Plan 
by St. Anthony Falls 
Heritage Board

Determine funding sources
Determine ownership, 
insurance and maintenance
Fabrication / installation RFP
Award contract

Apply for permits

Fabrication of signs
Installation of signs

SHPO
Informal review of Master Plan 

Review of Master Plan by staff

Review of implementation plan

Approval by SHPO staff

HPC
Informal review of Master Plan 
Review prototype

Review of Master Plan by staff 
Forward to Commission

Approval of Master Plan by 
Commission

Review of installation plan
Variance process, if required

Approve for permits

Zoning
Informal review of Master Plan 
Review prototype

No formal approval of
Master Plan necessary

Review installation plan
Variance process, if required

Issue permits

Public Works
Informal review of Master Plan 
Review prototype

Review of Master Plan by staff

Forward to Committee 
for Transportation and 
Public Works

Review of installation plan
Verify ownership, insurance,
maintenance issues

Issue encroachment permits*

* If Public Works owns the signs,
permits are not issued

Park Board
Informal review of Master Plan 
Review prototype

Review of Master Plan by staff 
Forward to Board

Master Plan approved by Board

Review of implementation plan
Determine funding / maintenance 
plan if Park Board-owned

Approval of installation on 
park property if not owned 
by Park Board

MnDOT issues permits
for all signs on Interstate
and state highway 
right-of-way

HPC reviews projects within 
designated historic areas. 
Approval required for permits

SHPO reviews projects that
receive grants from government 
agencies. Approval required for 
issuance of grant

Public Works issues 
encroachment permits
for all signs on city 
right-of-way

City Council
Informal review of Master Plan 
by Ward representatives

Staff departments report
to Council Sub-committees

Forward to full City Council 
Approval of Master Plan
Signature by Mayor

Variances may need 
review by Council

City Council and Mayor
must approve Master Plan 
and any variances before
implementation

Park Board develops and
maintains Park Board signs, 
and issues permits for 
encroachments on park 
property

Zoning Department
issues permits for all 
signs

Planning Commission
Informal review of Master Plan 
Review prototype

No formal approval of
Master Plan necessary

Planning Commission 
reviews projects related 
to community development 
land use

City of Minneapolis Minneapolis Park and  
Recreation Board

Multi-Agency
Steering Committee

State of Minnesota
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Fabrication and Installation Estimates

Sign Location Maps

Detailed Sign Location Maps
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IMPLEMENTATION PLANNING

This section outlines a basic plan for the implementation of

the Minneapolis Riverfront District sign project. It is, by no

means, a complete and thorough implementation plan.

Rather it is intended to organize logical groups of signs and

put them in a priority for cost estimating and installation.

Based on funding secured for the project, additional sign

groups can be added or subtracted from the recommended

first phase of implementation. Later, if more funding is

secured, additional groups of signs can be installed to

complete the project.
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IMPLEMENTATION PLANNING
FABRICATION AND INSTALLATION EST IMATES

Implementation Phasing

sign group per unit quantity group estimate cumulative total

Group 1a
Large Vehicle Wayfinding $4,000 – $5,000 25 $100,000 – $125,000
Small Vehicle Wayfinding 3,500 – 4,500 18 63,000 – 81,000

$163,000 – 206,000
Group 1b
Large Vehicle Wayfinding $4,000 – 5,000 9 $36,000 – 45,000
Small Vehicle Wayfinding 3,500 – 4,500 24 84,000 – 108,000

Cumulative total for Groups 1a and 1b $283,200 – 359,000

Group 2
MnDOT Exit Signs $500 – 750 6 $3,000 – 4,500

$286,000 – 363,500
Group 3
City MUTCD Signs $500 – 750 7 $3,500 – 5,250

$289,500 – 368,750
Group 4
Downtown Wayfinding Signs $350 – 500 22 $7,700 – 11,000

$297,200 – 379,750
Group 5
Pedestrian/Cyclist Kiosks $7,000 – 10,000 4 $28,000 – 40,000
Pedestrian/Cyclist Wayfinding 4,000 – 5,000 14 56,000 – 70,000
Pedestrian/Cyclist Wayfinding—wall mount 3,000 – 4,000 3 9,000 – 12,000

$390,200 – 501,750

Group 6
MPRB Monument Frames $4,500 – 5,500 6 $27,000 – 33,000
Trail Markers 1,000 – 1,500 44 44,000 – 66,000
Grand Rounds/Great River Road 1,200 – 1,500 5 6,000 – 7,500

$467,200 – 608,250
Group 7
District Marquee Signs $10,000 – 12,000 4 $40,000 – 48,000
(design concept for consideration)

$507,200 – 656,250
Group 8
District Parking Signs Cost to be determined, and will be the responsibility of property owner.

The chart to the right reflects planning figures for each sign

type proposed in the Minneapolis Riverfront District

Master Plan. The per unit cost is multiplied by the projected

quantity for each group. Purchasing and installing multiple

signs at the same time will lower the per unit cost. 

The sign types are grouped together and ordered by priority.

Group 1 contains wayfinding signs that will do the most to

define the area and direct visitors to destinations.

The large and small traffic wayfinding signs are broken into

two groups: Group 1a are signs at the center of the District,

near most of the destinations. Group 1b is the remainder 

of the District traffic signs that could be added at a later

date if funding is an issue. It will be most cost effective 

to install both Groups 1a and 1b at the same time.

These are preliminary estimates for fabrication and

installation intended for budget planning purposes only.

Project management, permitting, legal fees or any other

costs are not included. 
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SIGN LOCATION MAP
GROUPS 1A  AND 1B   >   M INNEAPOLIS  R IVERFRONT D ISTRICT  

VEHICLE  WAYFINDING S IGNS
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VEHICLE WAYFINDING SIGNS

Large and small vehicle wayfinding signage will be used

within the District. Large directional signs, possibly

mounted on traffic semaphores, will be used at intersections

that are along the edge of the District boundaries at critical

decision points. These signs have limited information and

larger text for visibility at a greater distance and at higher

speeds. A main function of these signs will be to help guide

visitors into the District.

Smaller vehicle wayfinding signs will be used at intersections

within the District. These signs will help direct visitors

around the District and to parking facilities. The smaller size

is scaled for two lane streets and stop sign controlled

intersections. The sign design provides room to display more

information. These signs will also be useful for pedestrians.

Numbers on location icons correspond to the Master Plan appendix

containing preliminary Detailed Sign Location Maps.
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SIGN LOCATION MAP
GROUP 1A   >   M INNEAPOLIS  R IVERFRONT D ISTRICT  

VEHICLE  WAYFINDING S IGNS

Large Vehicle Small Vehicle
Wayfinding Wayfinding

Lock and Dam
Stone Arch Bridge
Mill Ruins Park
West River Pkwy

Heritage Trail
Lock and Dam
Mill City Museum
Mill Ruins Park
Stone Arch Bridge
West River Pkwy

1a VEHICLE WAYFINDING SIGNS

Due to the ongoing development of this area and the

possibility of budget constraints, we have broken this group

of signs into two sub-groups, 1a and 1b. Group 1a includes

signs that are located at key decision points along well-

traveled routes, or near the area’s current amenities. These

are the signs that will define the District, identify its existence

to the public, and are the most helpful to both drivers and

pedestrians. It will be most cost efficient if Groups 1a and 1b

are fabricated and installed at the same time.

The height and clearance of each sign will be finalized,

dependent on its exact location, based on requirements

and/or recommendations from city departments. A variance

to the code may need to be established with the city in

regard to these signs.
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Numbers on location icons correspond to the Master Plan appendix

containing preliminary Detailed Sign Location Maps.
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SIGN LOCATION MAP
GROUP 1B   >   M INNEAPOLIS  R IVERFRONT D ISTRICT  

VEHICLE  WAYFINDING S IGNS

Large Vehicle Small Vehicle
Wayfinding Wayfinding
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1b VEHICLE WAYFINDING SIGNS

These signs are enhancements to Group 1a, and are located

in areas still continuing to develop. Signs in Group 1b could

be implemented later if funding limitations do not allow

fabrication and installation of these signs with Group 1a.

Another option is to fabricate these signs at the same time

as Group 1a, and store them for later installation.

The height and clearance of each sign will be finalized,

dependent on its exact location, based on requirements

and/or recommendations from city departments. A variance

to the code may need to be established with the city in

regard to these signs.
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Numbers on location icons correspond to the Master Plan appendix

containing preliminary Detailed Sign Location Maps.
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MINNEAPOLIS 
RIVERFRONT DISTRICT

4th Street Exit

INTERSTATE EXIT SIGNS

Exits off of Interstates 94, 35W and 394 will be marked

with standard Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices

(MUTCD) signage identifying the Minneapolis Riverfront

District and will use the brown background color to signify

the area’s historic designation. 

All specifications for these signs will be provided by

MnDOT. 

The MnDOT exit signs constitute Group 2. Although these

signs represent the first step in the wayfinding path as

outlined, until a final destination is established through

implementation of the signs in Group 1, these signs will

point to something that has no visible ending point.

Additionally, implementation of Groups 1a and 1b signs

may be the impetus for MnDOT to approve these Group 2

signs. The cost for implementation of these signs is

relatively low.

SIGN LOCATION MAP
GROUP 2   >   MNDOT EX IT  S IGNS
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Numbers on location icons correspond to the Master Plan appendix

containing preliminary Detailed Sign Location Maps.
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City MUTCD Signs

MINNEAPOLIS 
RIVERFRONT DISTRICT

Boom Island

Historic Main Street

CITY MUTCD SIGNS

At the end of exit ramps and other decision points outside

of the District, Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices

(MUTCD) signage will be used to direct visitors toward the

Minneapolis Riverfront District. Names of key destinations

will be used when appropriate to help guide visitors.

All specifications for these signs follow the MUTCD

standards. Font, background material, graphic vinyl,

standard sizes and installation methods will be provided by

the City of Minneapolis Public Works Department.

Overall costs for fabrication and installation of these signs

are relatively low.

SIGN LOCATION MAP
GROUP 3   >   C ITY  MUTCD S IGNS

2

1

3

6

4

5

Numbers on location icons correspond to the Master Plan appendix

containing preliminary Detailed Sign Location Maps.
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SIGN LOCATION MAP
GROUP 4   >   DOWNTOWN WAYFINDING S IGNS
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DOWNTOWN WAYFINDING SIGNS

The unique system of small wayfinding signs used within

the downtown area of Minneapolis help guide drivers and

pedestrians toward the Riverfront District. These are

positioned at intersections where a driver must make a turn

to continue toward the district. We have also positioned

some of these signs near the new LRT stations, the

Metrodome, Target Center and the Convention Center.

All specifications for these signs are on record with the City

of Minneapolis. Information regarding font, background

material, graphic vinyl, standard sizes and installation

methods will be provided by the City of Minneapolis Public

Works Department.

The cost to implement these signs is relatively low.

Numbers on location icons correspond to the Master Plan appendix

containing preliminary Detailed Sign Location Maps.
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SIGN LOCATION MAP
GROUP 5   >   PEDESTRIAN/CYCLIST  WAYFINDING S IGNS
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PEDESTRIAN/CYCLIST WAYFINDING SIGNS

A combination of pedestrian-scaled wayfinding signage and

informational kiosks provide a depth of information that

traffic signs cannot. These signs will unify the District and

provide information about major destinations and sites on

both sides of the District.

The Minneapolis Riverfront District is primarily a

pedestrian experience and this group of signs will help

visitors find their way around the area. 

Implementation will include the modification of existing

four-sided kiosks and the addition of new pedestrian signs.

Exact text, graphics, maps and exact locations will be

finalized closer to the implementation of the signage plan.
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SIGN LOCATION MAP
GROUP 6   >   M INNEAPOLIS  PARK AND RECREATION BOARD S IGNS
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MINNEAPOLIS PARK AND RECREATION 

BOARD SIGNS

This group of signs adds the Riverfront sign frame to

existing Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board signs

within the District. Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board

signs are the most widespread and taking steps to give them

a Riverfront look will go far in unifying the image of the

District.

These signs require the approval of the Minneapolis Park 

and Recreation Board for implementation. Unique signs at

and around Mill Ruins Park are not included in this plan.

Map current as of June 2003.
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SIGN LOCATION MAP
GROUP 7   >   D ISTRICT  MARQUEE S IGNS
Des ign  concept ,  for  cons iderat ion
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DISTRICT MARQUEE SIGNS

Another concept to expand the sign system is the addition

of marquee identification signs. Ideally located at high-

traffic, high-visibility gateway locations, these unique signs

will help to identify the area and add a splash of energy.

These neon-tube channel letter signs are reminiscent of the

sign types used throughout most of the 20th century and

are consistent with the historic designation of the area. 

These signs are still in the concept phase and will require

more work to finalize mounting structure, electrical and

illumination needs, on-going maintenance costs, permitting

and zoning issues.
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SIGN LOCATION MAP
GROUP 8   >   D ISTRICT  PARKING S IGNS
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DISTRICT PARKING SIGNS

Parking ramp and lot entrance markers will be the financial

responsibility of the individual lot or ramp owner. We

recommend that the City of Minneapolis approve this as an

acceptable alternative for use within the Riverfront District.

These signs are important to the success of the program

because they represent the end of the wayfinding path for

drivers. Finding a place to park and being confident that

they are parking in the right place, have been identified by

visitors as primary concerns.

The Minneapolis Licenses Department has a set of

particular requirements for commercial pay lot signs. Size,

height, illumination and other specifications of the pay lot

requirements have not changed. Only the color scheme,

incorporation of the blue P parking symbol and the

Riverfront District frame structure have been added.
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INVENTORY OF  EXISTING S IGNS

EXISTING SIGNS

Following is an inventory of signs within the designated

Minneapolis Riverfront District. It includes directional signs,

Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board signs and trail

markers, Heritage Trail interpretive signs, neighborhood

signs and parking entrance signs. It does not include

destination signs or MnDOT traffic regulatory signs.

This inventory helps us better understand the current

situation regarding signage in the District. This research was

used to make decisions about which signs or graphics to

incorporate into the new system, which to eliminate and

which to leave in place.
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Sign may have been removed or
updated since plan publication.

Sign may have been removed or
updated since plan publication.
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Scheduled for replacement, 2004. Scheduled for replacement, 2004.
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SCHEDULE FOR EXISTING S IGNS

REMOVAL

At the time new directional signs are installed, these signs can be

removed. Mississippi Mile is replaced with Minneapolis Riverfront

District, and new traffic signs provide direction to destinations.

2 Mississippi Mile

4 Mississippi Mile

9 Mississippi Mile

10 Destination directional

19 Mississippi Mile

39 Stone Arch Bridge

42 Lock and Dam

57 Mississippi Mile

80 Mississippi Mile

83 Mississippi Mile

109 Mississippi Mile

112 Mississippi Mile

119 Stone Arch Bridge

120 Stone Arch Bridge

121 Mississippi Mile

122 Riverplace Parking

123 Mississippi Mile

124 Riverplace Parking

125 Riverplace Parking

127 Riverplace Parking

128 Riverplace Parking

130 East Bridge Parking

135 Riverplace Parking

138 Riverplace Parking

142 Riverplace Parking

145 Riverplace Parking

147 Parking

150 Parking

151 Mississippi Mile

152 Parking

REPLACE

These signs are to be replaced with the new District standard. For

optimum consistency and unification, parking lot entrance signs would

be replaced with the new District standard. Great River Road signs will

be integrated with new District structure. Responsibility and timing are 

yet to be determined.

5 Parking

6 Parking

11 Parking

12 Parking

13 Parking

14 Parking

40 Great River Road

47 Parking

48 Parking

49 Parking

50 Parking

53 Parking

54 Parking

55 Parking

56 Parking

110 Parking

111 Parking

113 Parking

114 Parking

115 Parking

116 Parking

117 Parking

122 Parking

129 Parking

133 Parking

137 Parking

MODIFY

Heritage Trail kiosks are to be modified to new Riverfront standards.

Modifications would include painting cabinets and applying the metal

ornament to the top. Graphic panels would be replaced with new 

maps and information. Historic information would remain, or be

incorporated within the modification.

33 Kiosk

89 Kiosk

95 Kiosk

104 Kiosk

MINNEAPOLIS PARK AND RECREATION BOARD

The Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board will consider if they wish to

adopt the proposed Riverfront framework structure for their signs that

are located within the Minneapolis Riverfront District. 

21 Ped/Bike

23 Ped/Bike

25 Ped/Bike

26 Ped/Bike

27 Ped/Bike

29 Ped/Bike

35 Ped/Bike

38 Ped/Bike

41 Ped/Bike

43 Ped/Bike

44 Ped/Bike

45 Ped/Bike

46 Ped/Bike

58 Grand Rounds

59 Parkway Monument

60 Ped/Bike

61 Ped/Bike

63 Ped/Bike

64 Ped/Bike

65 Ped/Bike

66 Ped/Bike

67 Ped/Bike

68 Ped/Bike

69 Ped/Bike

70 Ped/Bike

71 Ped/Bike

72 Ped/Bike

73 Ped/Bike

74 Ped/Bike

75 Ped/Bike

76 Ped/Bike

77 Ped/Bike

78 Ped/Bike

79 Ped/Bike

81 Parkway Monument

82 Parkway directional

84 Ped/Bike

86 Ped/Bike

87 Parkway Monument

90 Ped/Bike

98 Ped/Bike

103 Ped/Bike

107 Ped/Bike


