1.0 Introduction

1.1 What is a Transit Oriented Development Master Plan?

The opening of the Hiawatha LRT line for service in 2004 presents the
City of Minneapolis with many challenges for areas adjacent to the LRT
line and stations. Figure 1.1 illustrates the extent of the Hiawatha Line
and station locations. In addition to considerations of how LRT will affect
street operations, the City must also plan for how use of the LRT system
will change how Minneapolis residents and workers will move through the
City and how their changing patterns will affect their decisions about
where to live, shop, work and play. In an era of growing traffic
congestion and effects to the environment resulting from urban sprawl, the
City would also like to take maximum advantage of this opportunity to
promote use of this new transit system and the benefits it can provide its
residents.

In response to these opportunities, the City of Minneapolis has undertaken
master planning efforts around many of the proposed LRT stations in
order to identify issues concerning access to the stations (by foot, by bus,
by bike, by car) and the land uses occurring within a ten-minute walk of
the stations — the distance used by most transportation planners as the
distance an average transit user is willing to walk to a station to his or her
destination. This ten-minute walk translates into an area approximately
defined by a '4.-mile radius from the station. Access pathways to the
stations are critical — the stations will not be used if they cannot be
accessed. Land uses within this “ten-minute walk” are also critical for
taking maximum advantage of a transit system. Residents who live within
a ten-minute walk of a station and who have destinations within a ten-
minute walk of another station are the “ideal” user of the transit system,
although others will use LRT for mid-day trips originating at work or to
attend special events located along the system. By providing higher
densities of “origins” (places where transit users live) and “destinations”
(places where they work, shop and play) along the transit system,
maximum benefits can be gained from the investment in an LRT system.
However, these higher densities must be planned with care if they are also
to promote quality development, a high degree of livability and
compatibility with the neighborhood in which they reside.

A Transit Oriented Development (TOD) Master Plan examines the issues
of access and land use within this Y2-mile radius (see Figure 1.2) to
provide guidance as to how areas around transit stations should be shaped
if they are to achieve these goals.
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FIGURE 1.1 - MAP OF HIAWATHA LRT LINE
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