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MEMORANDUM 

 
DATE:   September 14, 2009  
 

TO:   City Planning Commission 
  
FROM:  Karin Berkholtz 
 

CC: Barb Sporlein 
 

SUBJECT:  Status of The Minneapolis Plan for Sustainable Growth  
 
 
The purpose of this memo is to: 1) inform regarding the most recent Metropolitan Council action 
regarding the city’s draft comprehensive plan, describe the technical changes to the plan 
requested by Metropolitan Council as well as its advisory comments, 2) restate next steps and the 
timeline for adoption, and 3) request action to advance the adoption of The Minneapolis Plan for 
Sustainable Growth.  
 
STATUS—On Friday, July 17, 2009 the City Council approved entering into the Memorandum 
of Understanding (MOU) with Metropolitan Council regarding future actions and timelines 
related to Combined Sewer Overflow and Inflow and Infiltration issues. The City signed the 
MOU Tuesday, July 21. On Monday, August 20, 2009 the Metropolitan Council Community 
Development Committee moved to approve the city’s draft comprehensive plan. The final 
Metropolitan Council action is approval by the full body. That is anticipated to happen 
Wednesday, July 22. This excerpt from the MC staff report summarizes the outcome of the 
review for consistency with regional system plans and MC policy requirements: 
 
Conformance with Regional Systems Plans: 
1. Regional Parks           Yes 
2. Transportation including Aviation                    Yes 
3. Water Resources Management         Yes 
(Wastewater Services and Surface Water Management) 
Consistent with Council Policy Requirements: 
1. Forecasts            Yes 
2. Housing            Yes 
3. 2030 Regional Development Framework and Land Use      Yes 
4 Individual Sewage Treatment Systems (ISTS) Program     Yes 
5. Water Supply          Yes 
 
MODIFICATIONS—There are two types of modifications requested by Metropolitan Council: 
1) technical comments to technical appendices and the future land use map, and 2) advisory 
comments. This section of the memo restates these modifications. Staff is presently incorporated 
these changes where needed. No action is required on advisory comments at this time. 
 
 



 
Technical Comments— 
Section of Plan Comment 
Transportation—Aviation 
 

The final version of the Update needs to include the revised City-wide 
Future Land Use map (Map 1.2) and South Sector Future Land Use Map 
(Map 1.2d), that the City submitted to the Council on July 6, 2009. 

Transit, Appendix C: Page 15: The discussion of the Northstar corridor on page 15 of Appendix C 
should be revised to be current. If Minneapolis staff has questions egarding 
this issue, please contact Adam Harrington, at (612-349-7797). Page 19: 
Please strike the last sentence of the second paragraph, under “Primary 
Transit Network”. Page 21: The third paragraph notes that Hennepin 
Avenue has a bus lane. This bus lane is to be discontinued; please note this 
in the Update, or remove the reference. 

Chapter 2, Transportation The following map corrections are advised in Chapter 2: 
Map 2.11 
• Remove line on 49th Ave N between Penn Ave & Brooklyn Blvd 
• Remove line on 45th Ave N between Webber Pkwy & Shingle Creek Dr 
• Remove line on Marshall St NE north of Hennepin Ave 
• Remove Route 4 turnaround on 40th St W and Lyndale Ave S 
• Complete line on France Ave S between 42nd St and 50th St 
• Complete line on Xerxes Ave S between 54th St and Hwy 62 
• Complete line on Hwy 62 between Penn Ave S and I-35W 
• Complete line on Hwy 62 between I-35W and 28th Ave 
• Complete line on Stinson Blvd NE between 29th Ave and 33rd Ave 
• Add line on 23rd Ave SE and Intercampus Transitway 
• Add lines on Pillsbury Dr SE and Church St SE 
• Add Route 11 turnaround on Portland Ave and 42nd St E 
• Remove 9-10 LRT Station markers on 10th Ave N 
• Change marker symbols to increase visibility/differentiation 
Map 2.12 
• Remove Hennepin Ave bus lane designation. 
Map 2.13 
• Bottineau Blvd alignments have changed. These now include both Busway 

and LRT alternatives. See Anna Flintoft for most recent alignments. 
• Add Planned or Alternative for Central Corridor legend item. 
Map 2.14 
• Change line segments on Olson Memorial Hwy and Penn Ave from BLUE 

to RED. 
• Change line segments on Hennepin Ave, W 36th St and E Calhoun Pkwy 

between Lake St. and Sheridan Ave. S from BLUE to RED 
APPENDIX A 
• Change Lowry Ave. from BLUE to GREEN 
• Change Minnehaha Ave. and 26th Ave S from BLUE to GREEN 
• Change line segments on 50th St W, 46th St E, 42nd St E, 34th Ave S and   

46th St E between France Ave. S and 46th Ave. S from BLUE to 
GREEN 

• Change W Broadway Ave. and Washington Ave. N from RED to BLUE 
• Consider removing Proposed Transitway routes that do not meet PTN 

criteria (Northstar, Red Rock, etc) 
• Change University from Definite PTN to Proposed Transitway 
• Include all Bottineau Blvd “Proposed” Transitway alignments, and amend 

once alignment is selected. 



Please note that staff is working to incorporate these technical comments to the maps and 
appendices as these comments update information originally submitted by staff in September 
2008.  
 
Advisory comments— 
Section of Plan Comment 
Surface Water Management The City needs to update its LWMP in 2009 to make the LWMP 

consistent with the 2007 Minnehaha Creek Watershed District plan 
and to meet this plan’s new requirements. The City also needs to 
send the Council a copy of the new LWMP for review and 
comment at the same time it sends it to the watersheds for review 
and approval. 
Please note this is a standard comment made by MC staff to most 
jurisdictions. 

Forecasts Forecasts found in the water supply chapter are inconsistent with 
the City’s preferred forecast (shown above). The City needs to 
resolve this inconsistency and reflect the resolution in the final 
Update submitted to the Council. 
Please note that Public Works staff is working to address and 
finalize these changes.  

Water Supply The Council recommends the City continue to implement 
conservation programs targeted at reducing residential water use. 

 
 
NEXT STEPS AND TIMELINE—Staff is incorporating Metropolitan Council technical 
comments into the comprehensive plan and finalizing The Minneapolis Plan for Sustainable 
Growth. This is the schedule for proceeding with adoption of the document: 
 
July 16 Process and status review with CPC COW -- DONE 
July 30                         Review of Met Council required modifications with CPC COW -- DONE 
Aug  24 Public Notice of CPC Public Hearing  -- DONE 
Aug 27 CPC COW (review draft adopting resolution) -- DONE 
Sep 14 City Planning Commission Public Hearing 
Sep 24 Zoning and Planning Committee 
Oct 2 City Council action  
 
 
REQUEST FOR ACTION—Staff recommends the incorporation of the technical comments into 
The Minneapolis Plan for Sustainable Growth and a motion that the Comprehensive Plan be 
advanced to the Zoning and Planning Committee. 
 


