
Empowerment Zone  
2005 North Minneapolis Community Transformation Initiative RFP 

Objective Criteria 
         
         
1. Rehabilitation of vacant or underutilized buildings and property (10 points maximum)  
Preference given to projects that remove blight, rehabilitate boarded buildings and develop 
vacant sites.       
 
2. Direct benefit to EZ residents (20 points maximum)       
The EZ intent is to improve and benefit lives of EZ residents and businesses. Best applications 
will demonstrate how and how many resident lives will benefit and improve.   
     
3. Spurring future investment (10 points)        
Projects acting as catalyst for future investment along nodes will receive more consideration. 
         
4. Creation of new or expanding businesses (20 points maximum)     
The Empowerment Zone’s goal is to encourage creation of new or expansion of private for-profit 
business and investment. Projects that expand or add private for-profit business or investment 
will be given greater consideration. The proposal must detail how many businesses and jobs 
expanded or created. Preference is given to projects owned/managed by and employing EZ 
residents.    
      
5. Completion timeliness (10 points maximum)        
Consideration will be higher for projects that are quickly implemented within realistic and 
achievable timelines.        
         
6. Leveraging private funds (20 points maximum)        
Significant leverage of private sources is preferred.         
        
7. Neighborhood support (10 points maximum)        
Applicants should provide evidence of project consistency with the implementation of 
neighborhood or local area plans, by providing letters of support from neighborhood 
organizations or planning documents from neighborhood or local government plans.  
     
         
         
 
       


