
AN ORDINANCE  
OF THE 

CITY OF MINNEAPOLIS 
 

By Benson 
 

Amending Title 20, Chapter 520 of the Minneapolis Code of Ordinances relating to Zoning 
Code:  Introductory Provisions. 

 
 
Section 1.  That Section 520.160 of the above titled ordinance be amended to read as 

follows: 
 
520.160.  Definitions.  Unless otherwise expressly stated, or unless the context clearly 
indicates a different meaning, the words and phrases in the following list of definitions shall, for 
the purposes of this zoning ordinance, have the meanings indicated. All words and phrases not 
defined shall have their common meaning. 
 
Sign. A structure, fixture, placard, announcement, declaration, image, device, demonstration, 
logo or insignia used for direction, information, identification, attraction, or to advertise or 
promote any business, product, activity, service, interest or entertainment. 
 

Animated Sign. A sign with a progression of frames which give the illusion of motion, 
moving objects, moving patterns or bands of lights and shapes; or that gives the visual 
impression of movement.   

 
Auxiliary sign.  A sign that has a purpose secondary to the use of the lot on which it is 
located, such as "telephone," "drive-through," "cash machine," "air," "entrance," "exit," 
parking restrictions, security warnings or similar directives. 
 
Awning sign. A sign printed on or in some fashion attached directly to an awning. 
 
Back-to-back sign. A sign structure with two (2) sign faces oriented in opposite 
directions and spread not more than two (2) feet apart. 
 
Balloon sign. A sign consisting of a bag or similar device made of lightweight material 
supported by helium, hot, or pressurized air, which is greater than eighteen (18) inches 
in diameter. 
 
Building sign. A sign attached to a building, including but not limited to an awning, 
canopy, or marquee, wall, projecting or window sign. 
 
Canopy sign. A sign printed on or in some fashion attached directly to a canopy. 
 



Changeable copy sign. A sign or portion thereof with characters, letters or illustrations 
that can be changed or rearranged, that may employ electronic elements or devices, 
without altering the face or the surface of the sign. 
 
Flashing sign. A sign which exhibits changing light or color effect by any means, so as 
to provide intermittent illumination or the illusion of intermittent flashing light by any 
means, or a sign which exhibits imagery that has the capability of processing multiple 
frames per second. Also, any mode of lighting which resembles zooming, twinkling or 
sparkling. . 
 
Freestanding sign. A sign which has supporting framework that is placed on, or 
anchored in, the ground and which is independent of any building or other structure. 
 
Ground sign. A freestanding sign with its sign face mounted on the ground, on a solid 
base at least as wide as the sign, or on one (1) or more poles or beams with not more 
than one (1) foot of open area between the sign face and the ground or base. 
 
Identification sign.  A sign containing principally the name of the individual or 
establishment occupying the premises, and which also may include the street address, 
telephone number or other information identifying the use. 
 
Illuminated sign. A sign lighted by or exposed to artificial lighting either on or in the sign 
or directed toward the sign. 

 
Interior sign. A sign which is located within the interior of any building, or within an 
enclosed courtyard, that is not visible from the property line or public right-of-way. 
 
Light Emitting Diode (LED). A semiconductor device that emits display with the ability to 
quickly change graphic effect. 
 
Luminance.   The physical measure of brightness or light emanating from an object with 
respect to its size.  The unit of measurement for luminance is nits, which is the total 
amount of light emitted from a sign divided by the surface area of the sign (candela per 
square meter). 
 
Marquee sign. A building sign painted on or attached to a marquee.  
 

 


