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Amending Title 20, Chapter 541 of the Minneapolis Code of Ordinances 

relating to Zoning Code:  Off-Street Parking and Loading. 
 
 The City Council of The City of Minneapolis do ordain as follows: 
 
 Section 1.  That Section 541.300 of the above-entitled ordinance be amended by 
adding thereto the following definition in alphabetical sequence to read as follows: 
 
 541.300.  Surfacing.  (a) In general. All open off-street parking areas, all 
driveways leading to such parking areas, and all other areas upon which motor vehicles 
may be located, except where accessory to a single-family dwelling, shall be surfaced 
with a dustless all-weather hard surface material capable of carrying a wheel load of 
four thousand (4,000) pounds. In addition, all driveways in commercial and industrial 
districts leading to areas other than off-street parking areas shall be surfaced with a 
dustless all-weather hard surface material capable of carrying a wheel load of four 
thousand (4,000) pounds for a minimum of twenty (20) feet from the curb line. 
Acceptable surfacing materials shall include asphalt, concrete, brick, cement pavers or 
similar material installed and maintained per industry standards.  Pervious pavement or 
pervious pavement systems are allowed subject to the provisions of this chapter. 
 
(b) Off-street parking areas and driveways accessory to a single-family dwelling. Off-
street parking areas and driveways accessory to a single-family dwelling shall be 
surfaced with a dustless all-weather material capable of carrying a wheel load of four 
thousand (4,000) pounds. Acceptable surfacing materials shall include asphalt, 
concrete, brick, concrete pavers or similar material, or four (4) inches of class five (5) 
crushed limestone, installed and maintained per industry standards. Pervious pavement 
or pervious pavement systems are allowed subject to the provisions of this chapter. 
 
 541.305 Pervious pavement or pervious pavement systems. (a) In general. 
Pervious pavement or pervious pavement systems, capable of carrying a wheel load of 
four thousand (4,000) pounds, including pervious asphalt, pervious concrete, modular 
pavers designed to funnel water between blocks, lattice or honeycomb shaped concrete 
grids with turf grass or gravel filled voids to funnel water, plastic geocells with turf grass 
or gravel, reinforced turf grass or gravel with overlaid or embedded meshes, or similar 
structured and durable systems are permitted.  Gravel, turf, or other materials that are 
not part of a structured system designed to manage stormwater shall not be considered 
pervious pavement or a pervious pavement system.  Pervious pavement and pervious 
pavement systems shall meet the following conditions: 
 
1) All materials shall be installed per industry standards.  Appropriate soils and site 
conditions shall exist for the pervious pavement or pervious pavement system to 
function.  For parking lots of ten (10) spaces or more documentation that verifies 
appropriate soils and site conditions shall be provided. 
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2) All materials shall be maintained per industry and city standards.  Areas damaged by 
snow plows or other vehicles shall be promptly repaired.  Gravel that has migrated from 
the pervious pavement systems onto adjacent areas shall be swept and removed 
regularly.  
 
3) Pervious pavement or pervious pavement systems, except for pervious asphalt or 
pervious concrete, shall not be used for accessible parking spaces or the accessible 
route from the accessible space to the principal structure or use served. 
 
4) Pervious pavement or pervious pavement systems shall be prohibited in areas used 
for the dispensing of gasoline or other engine fuels or where hazardous liquids could be 
absorbed into the soil through the pervious pavement or pervious pavement system. 
 
5) Pervious pavement or pervious pavement systems, except for pervious asphalt, 
pervious concrete, or modular pavers shall not be used for drive aisles or driveways.  
 
6)  Pervious pavement or pervious pavement systems that utilize turf grass shall be 
limited to overflow parking spaces that are not utilized for required parking and that are 
not occupied on a daily or regular basis. 
 
7)  Pervious pavement or pervious pavement systems that utilize gravel with overlaid or 
embedded mesh or geocells shall be limited to industrial districts and shall not be used 
for drive aisles or driveways, except as otherwise allowed by this chapter, and in no 
case shall be used for drive aisles or driveways less than a minimum of twenty (20) feet 
from the curbline. 
 
8) Pervious pavement or pervious pavement systems used for parking or associated 
drive aisles or driveways shall count as impervious surface for the purposes of 
impervious surface coverage in any zoning district that has a maximum impervious 
surface limit or percentage, except where a pervious pavement system utilizing turf 
grass is provided for a fire access lane that is independent of a parking lot.   
 
9) Pervious pavement or pervious pavement systems shall not count as required 
landscaping except as allowed by alternative compliance as a part of Chapter 530, Site 
Plan Review. 
 
10)  Pervious pavement or pervious pavement systems shall not allow parking spaces, 
drives aisles, or driveways to be located anywhere not otherwise permitted by the 
regulations of this zoning ordinance and the district in which it is located. 
 
11)  Parking areas shall have the parking spaces marked as required by this chapter 
except that pervious pavement systems that utilize gravel or turf may use alternative 
marking to indicate the location of the parking space, including, but not limited to, 

4-19-10 3 



 

4-19-10 3 

markings at the end of spaces on the drive aisle or curbing, wheel stops, or concrete or 
paver strips in lieu of painted lines. 
 
 (b) Off-street parking areas and driveways accessory to single-family and 
two-family dwellings. Notwithstanding the provisions of subdivision (a), off-street parking 
areas and driveways accessory to a single-family dwelling may be surfaced with 
pervious paving systems that utilize gravel installed and maintained per industry 
standards.  Off-street parking areas and driveways accessory to single-family or two-
family dwellings may be surfaced with pervious paving systems that utilize turf with 
plastic geocells or open-celled paving grids installed and maintained per industry 
standards and designed so that the parking of vehicles does not kill the turf. 
 
  
 (c)  Ribbon driveways.  Ribbon driveways that consist of two wheel tracks with 
a turf median are allowed accessory to single and two-family dwellings.  Each wheel 
track shall be surfaced in compliance with the requirements of this chapter and shall be 
at least three and one-half (3.5) feet in width.  The width of the driveway as measured 
from the outside edges of each wheel track shall not be less than minimum driveway 
width requirements of this chapter.  The median shall not exceed three (3) feet in width. 
 


