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Lee Sheehy, Director
Community Planning and Economic Development
105 5th Ave S., Suite 200
Minneapolis, MN 55401
Dear Lee,
A new opportunity has been opened in the multi-jurisdictional effort to
attract development to the Nicollet Hotel site. The deadline for the Nicollet
Hotel Block RFP has passed without a formal proposal responsive to all bid
specifications. We have received the attached response from an Opus/Apex
team proposing a property exchange between the Nicollet Hotel and Powers
Blocks.
We believe the Opus response is worthy of further examination. I have
asked CPED staff to analyze it and will convene our inter-agency Nicollet
Hotel Block staff team on September 26, 2005 to review this analysis. We
will bring a staff recommendation to you after that meeting.
Through this project, a model transit-related development process has
evolved between the Metropolitan Council, Metro Transit, and the City of
Minneapolis:







www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us
Affirmative Action Employer

The Metropolitan Council has proposed management of DBE services
across the whole project.
State legislation was passed, creating a transit-oriented development
provision to the state bidding law.
Architect emeritus Leonard Parker worked to review the bid
specifications and promote the RFP.
A new relationship with the FTA was forged, including satisfaction of
FTA environmental and DBE requirements on the site.
An understanding was reached with our partners at Metro Transit about
what it will take to market other sites.
With the assistance of the City, Metro Transit was able to apply for and
was awarded the Sabo Earmark funding that has been allocated for the
project.

Thanks to the CPED staff and our project partners, the City has a new development
process to prepare us for opportunities emerging along the Hiawatha Light Rail line and
other transit corridors. In the meantime, we will ask our interagency team to help us
examine the development alternative proposed by Opus.
Very Truly Yours,

Mike Christenson, Director
Economic Policy and Development Division
Community Planning and Economic Development
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Martin Sabo
Lisa Goodman
Brian Lamb
Jerry LePage (for distribution to the staff team)

