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Department of Community Planning and Economic Development – Planning Division 
 

Variance Request 
BZZ-4228 

 
 
Date: November 14, 2008 
 
Applicant: Don Gooley 
 
Address of Property: 4524 Chowen Ave S 
 
Contact Person and Phone: Don Gooley, 612-386-8841 
 
Planning Staff and Phone: John Smoley, 612-673-2830 
 
Date Application Deemed Complete: October 28, 2008 
 
Publication Date: November 14, 2008 
 
Hearing Date: November 20, 2008 
 
Appeal Period Expiration:  December 1, 2008 
 
End of 60 Day Decision Period: December 27, 2008 
 
Ward: 13 Neighborhood Organization: Linden Hills Neighborhood Council 
 
Existing Zoning: R1 Single-Family District  
 
Proposed Use:  New detached garage  
 
Variances that were noticed: 
Staff, in error, notified property owners within 350 feet of the subject property that the proposed project 
required the following variances:  
 A variance to vary the development standards of Chapter 536, Specific Development Standards, and 

Chapter 537, Accessory Uses and Structures (i.e. locate a detached garage in front of the main 
building and closer than 6’ to the main building.) 

 a variance to vary the yard requirements, including permitted obstructions into required yards not 
allowed by the applicable regulations (i.e. to allow for a detached garage in the front yard and side 
yards at 4524 Chowen Ave S in the R1 Single-family Residential District). 

 
The correct variances the applicant is requesting are as follows:  
Proposed Variances:  
 A variance to allow a detached garage to be located closer than 6 feet from the dwelling  (537.80) 
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 A variance to allow a detached garage that is not entirely to the rear of the principal structure 
(537.80).  

 A variance to reduce the established front yard setback to allow for a detached garage (546.160).  
 A variance to reduce the interior side yard setback to allow for a detached garage (546.220) 

 
To allow for the construction of a detached garage at 4524 Chowen Avenue South in the R1, Single-
Family District. 
 
Zoning code section authorizing the requested variance: 525.520 (1) (22) 
 
Background: Staff is recommending a continuance of this item to the December 4, 2008, Board of 
Adjustment meeting due to errors made in the notification to property owners within 350 feet of the 
subject property and the applicant not submitting all required materials.  
 
Recommendation of the Department of Community Planning and Economic Development 
Planning Division: The Department of Community Planning and Economic Development Planning 
Division recommends that the Board of Adjustment continue the item to the December 4, 2008, Board 
of Adjustment meeting.  
 
 


