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What the New Protocol was About

• Implementing New Strategies for MPD in 
the Handling of Misdemeanor Domestic 
Related Cases

• Why?
• Increase the Conviction Rate of 

Misdemeanor Domestic Related Cases
• Reduce the number of Domestic Related 

Calls involving the same parties



Overall Impact of New Protocol by 
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Historical MCAO Conviction Rate
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Data Collection from 
Minneapolis Domestic Violence 

Misdemeanor Investigation 
Protocol



Data Analyzed

• Data collected on Officer compliance with 
each step of the Protocol

• Data also collected on evidence collected 
or available to be collected

• Data analyzed to see if Protocol was 
effective and should be continued
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Data Collected
Cases by Offense Type

133

1492

579

911
DA
OFP/DANCO

Arrest vs. GOA (Suspect) Case

841

1363

Arrest
GOA

• 2204 Cases (Data 
collected on cases for 1 
year following roll-out in 
each precinct)

• Case Types:
– 911 Interference – 6%
– DA – 68%
– OFP/DANCO – 26%

• Arrest vs. GOA
– Arrest – 38%
– GOA – 62%



Officer Compliance with 
Protocol



Areas of High Compliance with 
Protocol

• Miranda statements requested in 69% of 
cases where defendants were arrested

• Officers interviewed witnesses in 59% of 
cases in which witnesses were listed in the 
police report

• Officers noted asking if victims had injuries 
in 88% of cases where a physical assault 
was alleged 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://i.nixle.com/uploads/pub_media/md/user1285-1247498278-Minneapolis_Police_badge.jpg&imgrefurl=http://local.nixle.com/city/mn/mendota/municipal/&usg=__KTxhDnWHkf3JtP2PJPSbD6P0AsY=&h=240&w=168&sz=14&hl=en&start=1&zoom=1&itbs=1&tbnid=FawO6ljDWuIYZM:&tbnh=110&tbnw=77&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dminneapolis%2Bpolice%2Bbadge%26hl%3Den%26gbv%3D2%26tbs%3Disch:1
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.lawsuit.com/images/personal-injury-2.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.lawsuit.com/lawbits/category/personal-injury-trucking-accidents/&usg=__03yQUUCr-0P9a0yCCDwo851bQjc=&h=360&w=540&sz=63&hl=en&start=8&zoom=1&itbs=1&tbnid=k1zriCmmzrqeyM:&tbnh=88&tbnw=132&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dinjury%26hl%3Den%26gbv%3D2%26tbs%3Disch:1
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.newtonpolice.org/images/station/interviewroom.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.newtonpolice.org/newhq.php&usg=__cynrPM0vWDgwRWOAo0q6vknOUWY=&h=188&w=250&sz=7&hl=en&start=10&zoom=1&itbs=1&tbnid=qCF-8bVICM1qVM:&tbnh=83&tbnw=111&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dpolice%2Binterview%26hl%3Den%26gbv%3D2%26tbs%3Disch:1


Areas of High Compliance with 
Protocol

• Officers took photographs of injuries in 70% of 
cases where there were visible injuries

• Officers asked if victim needed medical attention 
in 84% of cases where a physical assault was 
alleged

• Officers obtained a victim supplement in 67% of 
cases

• Officers obtained a medical release in 72% of 
cases where injuries were alleged

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.camerahacker.com/Disposable_Camera/QuickSnap_Outdoor/camera.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.camerahacker.com/Disposable_Camera/QuickSnap_Outdoor/index.shtml&usg=__Am5yBI5wvZYDV9bDkbf0KOsbBE8=&h=300&w=450&sz=23&hl=en&start=4&zoom=1&itbs=1&tbnid=1FhX2DtQxF59jM:&tbnh=85&tbnw=127&prev=/images%3Fq%3Ddisposible%2Bcamera%26hl%3Den%26gbv%3D2%26tbs%3Disch:1
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.deltastate.edu/images/human_resources/hospital_sign.png&imgrefurl=http://www.deltastate.edu/pages/2932.asp&usg=__g4_sUvNgW4KoZbUPBrTfS0Trab8=&h=385&w=333&sz=125&hl=en&start=2&zoom=1&itbs=1&tbnid=Oxu_m27YX3e0LM:&tbnh=123&tbnw=106&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dhospital%2Bsign%26hl%3Den%26gbv%3D2%26tbs%3Disch:1


Areas of Low Compliance with 
Protocol

• Officers asked about firearms in only 29% 
of cases

• Officers noted asking victim risk 
assessment questions in only 18% of 
cases

• Officers took photographs of the 
Defendant in only 11% of cases
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Evidence Obtained – i.e. 
What is a “Typical” Minneapolis 

Misdemeanor Case?



The “Typical” Minneapolis Case

• Suspect is GOA
• Call is for a Domestic Assault
• No OFP or DANCO in place
• No firearms in the home
• Victim does not have visible injuries
• Victim does not seek medical attention
• No damage to property alleged
• No other physical evidence to corroborate assault 
• No witnesses to incident
• MCAO is able to talk with Victim
• Victim wants case dismissed
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Physical Injuries

• In 72% of cases in the study, a physical 
assault was alleged

• In 50% of those cases, Officers observed 
visible injuries on the victim

• In 70% of cases, Officers took pictures of 
those injuries
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Physical Injuries

• In 16% of cases, the Victim indicated 
that she would seek medical attention

• Officers obtained a signed medical 
release in 72% of those cases
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Physical Evidence

• In only 15% of cases, there was 
physical evidence available to be 
taken by Officers

• In 43% of cases Officers took the 
physical evidence and property 
inventoried it
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Witnesses

• Officers noted that there were witnesses in 
37% of cases

• In 85% of those cases, Officers noted the 
witnesses name and contact information in 
the report

• In 59% of those cases, Officers were also 
able to take a statement from the witness
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Statements from Defendants

• Officers requested a Scales 
statement in 69% of all arrest cases

• In 34% of those cases, Officers 
obtained a Scales statement from the 
Defendant (66% of Defendants 
declined to be interviewed)
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Dispatch, Demeanor, Quotes

• In 68% of cases, Officers included 
dispatch information in report

• In 47% of cases, Officers documented the 
victim’s demeanor in the report

• In 48% of cases, Officers used quotation 
marks to document exact quotes
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OFPs, HROs, and DANCOs

• In 48% of cases, Officers noted that 
there was an OFP present when they 
checked

• That is 25% of overall cases which 
corresponds to the 26% of all cases 
which were OFPs or DANCOs
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Firearms

• In 16% of cases when Officers asked, the 
Victim indicated that there were firearms in 
the home or Defendant had access 

• That is 4% of overall cases
• In 8% of cases that Officers asked, they 

did seize firearms 
• That is 0% of overall cases
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Damage to Property

• In 21% of cases, Officers noted that 
property was damaged during the 
incident

• Officers took photographs of the 
damage in 59% of cases
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Risk Assessment

• Officers asked the risk assessment 
questions in 18% of cases

• In 11% of cases where risk assessment 
questions were asked, victims indicated 
that there the Defendant had abused 
animals 

• That is 2% of overall cases
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MCAO Contact with Victims 
After Initial Police Report



Victim Contact with MCAO after 
Initial Police Report

• In 79% of cases resolved, the MCAO had 
contact with the victim after the police 
report
– In 50% of cases, input was available at ARR
– In 68% of cases, input was available at PT

• In 71% of cases, the victim indicated at the 
time of the pretrial that the police report 
was accurate
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Victim Contact with MCAO after 
Initial Police Report

• Victim’s Wishes for Case Resolution
– 31% of victims wanted a plea on case

• Which is 45% of victims that we talked to
– 35% of victims wanted the case dismissed

• Which is 51% of victims that we talked to
– 2% of victims indicated that they would leave 

case disposition up to MCAO
– 32% of victims didn’t provide an answer or we 

didn’t talk to them
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Victim Contact with MCAO at Trial

• In 59% of cases set for trial, the victim 
appeared on the trial date 
– In 27% of those cases, the victim appeared 

but told the MCAO a different version of 
events then previously

– In 45% of those cases, the victim appeared 
but recanted and denied that any crime had 
occurred
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