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Construction on Riverview Senior Apartments to Begin 

A ground-blessing ceremony took place on September 25 and construction will 
soon begin on Riverview Apartments, a 42 unit apartment building at 54th Street 
and Riverview Road.  It will provide affordable housing for senior citizens. This 
project is a result of years of leadership and action by two neighborhood 
congregations, Lake Nokomis Lutheran Church and Minnehaha United Methodist 
Church, whose members recognized the need for affordable senior housing in the 
Nokomis East neighborhood. Minnehaha AARP and especially their president, 
Bob Benson, were also supportive. Planning for the project involved NENA and 
many neighbors as well as Council member Colvin Roy. The developers for the 
project are Plymouth Church Neighborhood Foundation and Common Bond. 
Residents who are interested in a unit should inquire about availability and 
eligibility by calling 651-290-6228. 

Enrollment Projections May Save Howe Building  

According to a September 21 letter from Courtney Cushing Kiernat, the Enrollment 
Planning Project Manager for Minneapolis Public Schools (MPS), the Area B/Zone 2 
schools have seen an increase in K-5 enrollments and based on census data are 
expected to see continued growth.  Cushing Kiernat says that the current Hiawatha 
school building is unable to handle the projected increase. So MPS is proposing a 
Hiawatha PreK-5 dual campus model with the Howe school site. This change is proposed 
for fall 2013.  Cushing Kiernat says this proposed enrollment strategy came directly from 
the community meeting on May 31, 2011 at Hiawatha school. 

A meeting to discuss the dual campus proposal will be held Thursday, October 13 from 
6:30 to8:00pm at Hiawatha Community School, 42nd Street and 42nd Avenue South.   

Howe school has been vacant for 5 years and various uses have been proposed.  In the 
recent past, it was seriously considered for senior housing but the developers found that 
renovating the building for housing made it too expensive.  More recently, the idea of 
using the site as fields for Sanford athletics was floated.  A new Request for Proposals 
(RFP) went out this summer to see who might be interested in the site.  The results of 
that RFP have not been shared.   

 

 

Help Minnehaha Park 
Get Local Historic Site 

Preservation Grant 

Nine historic places in 
Minneapolis are 
competing for $1 million 
in preservation grants 
through a new program 
from American Express 
and the National Trust 
for Historic Preservation 
and one of them is in our 
ward - Minnehaha Park.  

Voting is on Facebook.  
People who “Like” 
Partners in Preservation 
on Facebook can vote 
once a day thru Oct. 12 
for their favorite project. 
The site with the most 
votes is guaranteed its 
full grant request, up to 
$125,000.  The rest of 
the $1 million will go to 
other sites based on 
recommendations from a 
local advisory committee 

Another site in our area 
is the Fort Snelling 
Upper Post, Building 67. 

Open Houses on the 
weekend of Oct. 8-9 at 
all 25 sites will provide 
the opportunity to tour 
and learn about each of 
the historic places – but 
you can vote for our park 
right away! 
 

 
 



 
City Council begins 2012 City budget Consideration  
 
The City Council’s Ways & Means/Budget Committee began hearing department 
presentations of the Mayor’s 2012 budget recommendations at their Sept. 22 
meeting. Budget hearings will continue through mid-November, with final approval 
of the 2012 budget scheduled for Dec. 14.  The first of two public hearings is the 
direct result of Council members’ recognition that hearing from the public on the 
same night they were expected to take a final vote gave very little flexibility or real 
chance to make substantive changes.  The second will be held as required by 
state law, immediately before the Council votes on final approval.  
 
Public hearings on tax levy and 2012 City budget: 
 
Ways & Means Public Hearing, Wednesday, Nov. 30, 6:05 p.m.  
City Hall, 350 South 5th Street, room 317  

Truth in Taxation Hearing, Wednesday, Dec. 14, 6:05 p.m.  
City Hall, 350 South 5th Street, room 317  
 
For a schedule of all the department’s budget hearings, go to 
www.minneapolismn.gov/city-budget. All budget hearings will be broadcast live 
(and rebroadcast) on City cable channel 79. You can find the rebroadcast 
schedule and also view the hearings online at www.minneapolismn.gov/webcasts.  
You can look at the proposed 2012 budget at the following website:  
http://www.minneapolismn.gov/city-budget/2012recc/index.asp   

Hiawatha Corridor Signal Developments 
 

Minneapolis Public Works continues to work with other entities operating in the 
Hiawatha Corridor to get necessary approvals and contracts in place for the 
substantial improvements that will require new, advanced equipment.  In the 
meantime, the City has been making every possible improvement that can be 
done without the new signal controller boxes and loop detectors.   
 

• To improve things for pedestrians and bicyclists crossing Hiawatha, the 
City added countdown timers to each signal light.  The timers let you know 
exactly how much time is available to cross.  Public Works is also 
coordinating with a Hennepin County task force who are looking at other 
ways to improve pedestrian safety as part of the Minnehaha/Hiawatha 
Community Works project. The addition of bump-outs and changes to the 
median are two ideas being discussed.  

 
• Signal head displays and timings in the eastbound direction have been 

changed so that vehicles will not see a green light and green arrow at the 
same time that the gates are descending.  This was causing confusion for 
drivers.   

 
• Public Works is testing a new sequence of operations at 26th Street that will 

allow left turns to be made both before and after the mainline north-south 
traffic goes on Hiawatha.  The intent is to improve operation for the 
southbound left turn lane where traffic often backs up.  Watch for the 
change which will be implemented soon. 

 
                                         Continued on next page. 
 
 

 
 

 
Members needed for 

Homegrown 
Minneapolis Food 

Council 
 

The Homegrown 
Minneapolis Food 
Council will develop 
policies and advise 
elected leaders on ways 
to expand access to 
healthy, sustainable, and 
locally grown foods in 
Minneapolis. The food  
council will address 
challenges  including 
processing, promotion, 
distribution, consumption 
and composting of 
healthy, sustainable, 
locally grown foods. 

Applicants should live or 
work in Minneapolis. 
Applications are open 
from Oct. 3 to Oct. 21:  
click HERE. and select, 
“current openings” then 
download and complete 
the application. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

• Other changes have been made to the existing signal equipment.  The 
order of north/south through and left turn sequences was changed at 42nd 
and 46th Streets so that after the LRT passes, the signal can now go to the 
north-south lefts thereby reducing the delay for those movements.  There 
was also a change to “phase reservice” feature.  While a train is present 
and the gates are down the “base” preemption operation is to run 
north/south Hiawatha traffic.  Under this new technique if the preemption 
lasts longer than normal (e.g., due to back to back trains) the signal can 
cycle through and “reserve” other allowable moves (westbound left turn or 
southbound left turn). This feature has been installed at 38th, 42nd and 46th.   

 
As changes are made, the 12th Ward office continues to forward community 
comments about traffic operations to the Hiawatha Signal System Improvement 
Project staff. 
 
  

 
 
The third annual Monarch Festival was held on September 10 at Lake Nokomis. The event, 
started by the Nokomis East Neighborhood Association, celebrates the connection between 
Minnesota and Mexico, as represented by the 2,300 mile migration of the Monarch butterfly. 
 
Museum in the Streets: Lake Street  
 
Museum in the Streets: Lake Street is a project of the Lake Street Council in 
partnership with Museum in the Streets, an international company that works with 
local communities to design and install panels that support self-guided heritage-
discovery walking tours.  Museum in the Streets: Lake Street will install three bi-
lingual tours with around 20 individual sites each along Lake Street in 
Minneapolis, including some in the Longfellow neighborhood. The completed 
project will create free of charge walking tours that foster a sense of historic 
identity, educate, encourage preservation of historic sites and promote the 
knowledge of the stories, events and traditions of the Lake Street communities. 
On October 26, representatives from the Lake Street Council including Joyce 
Wisdom and Cara Letofsky will talk about the project at “Breakfast with a 
Preservationist” at the Mill City Museum, 710 South 2nd Street.  The event is free 
and open to the public.  
 

 
 
 

Businesses Required 
to Offer Recycling 

 
Most Minneapolis 
businesses already 
recycle but as of Sept 1, 
a new ordinance  
requires all businesses 
to offer recycling.  
Under the new 
ordinance, businesses 
are required to provide: 
 
•        Regular recycling 

collection (at least 
twice a month) for all 
materials generated 
on-site deemed 
recyclable in Mpls, 
including paper, 
cardboard, metal 
cans, plastic bottles, 
glass bottles/jars. 

•        Recycling 
containers. 

•        Recycling collection 
and storage areas. 

•        Written recycling 
information and 
instructions sent to 
tenants and/or 
employees annually 
or posted.  

•        A written recycling 
plan. 

Property owners can find 
a simple, step-by-step 
guide to setting up a 
new recycling system at 
RethinkRecycling.com/ 
business.  Click HERE 
to go directly to the 
page.  

 

 

 

 



 
Downtown Street Paving 
 
More than 50 blocks of downtown streets have smoother driving surfaces (much 
of it paid by federal government as part of reparations to damage on detour routes 
after the I35W bridge fell.) Added to the streets paved or seal coated in the past 
few seasons and those paved by Hennepin County, well over half of the 
downtown core has driving surfaces that are three years old or less.  Visit the 
City’s website for more information on Downtown street repaving. 
 
 
Animal Shelter Fundraiser  
 
On Saturday, October 22  from 11:00 am to 2:00pm Minneapolis Animal Care 

and Control will host a special event  at 
the animal shelter, 212 17th Ave N.    
 
“I’m in the Dog House” will be 
“kenneling” prominent Twin City 
celebrities to raise awareness and much-
needed funding for the Animal Shelter.  
The celebrities will urge their friends and 
family to make a donation to the shelter 
in order to “adopt” the celebrity and free 
them from their kennel. CM Colvin Roy 
will be kenneled from 12:15-12:30. The 
event includes activities and 
demonstrations including tours of the 
animal shelter, agility demonstrations, 
face painting and you can ask questions 
of a veterinarian. The event is free and 

open to all. Freewill donations to the shelter are accepted.  
 
If you cannot attend on October 22 you can still donate to MACC at: 
http://givemn.razoo.com/story/Macc-I-M-In-The-Dog-House  
 
2010 Achievements Protect Our Lakes, River and Streams 
 
Water quality is an important priority for the City of Minneapolis. Here are some of 
the actions taken in the last year to protect our lakes and rivers:  
 
Street Sweeping - In 2010 over 19,000 tons of materials were picked up by 
street sweepers.  In 2010 we started testing the material for phosphorus and for 
total suspended solids, or sediment to help determine how and where street 
sweeping investments can be most effective for improving water quality. 
 
Teen youth employment programs - Two Park Board programs involve teens in 
intensive environmental work projects.  In 2010, one of the summer youth 
employment programs – the Mississippi River Green Team – focused on 
Powderhorn Lake by building 100 rain gardens in one of the sub-watersheds.  
 
Multilingual public outreach and education - A water quality education video 
ahs been released in five languages – Hmong, Lao, Viet, Khmer and English.  In 
addition to being distributed citywide, it has been playing on the city’s cable TV. 
 
                                       Continued on next page.  
 

 
 

Map of Minneapolis 
Tree Canopy Now 

Available 
 
A study of the city’s tree 
canopy  (funded mostly 
by DNR) is now online.   
 
It finds that nearly 32% 
of our city is covered by 
tree canopy, more than 
previously estimated. 
The majority of the city’s 
tree canopy on 
residential property, and 
the greatest potential for 
new tree canopy also 
lies on residential 
property.  
 
Tree canopy is an 
important part of the 
urban environment. Most 
people know that trees 
are important to a city’s 
character, beauty, 
property values and air 
quality. Less known are 
trees’ effects on health, 
crime and energy 
consumption.   

For more information 
and to see the map, visit 
www.minneapolismn.gov
/trees 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Water quality monitoring - Minnehaha Creek has issues with phosphorus, 
chlorides from road salt, and bacteria.  2010 was the first full year of data from a 
new monitoring station at Xerxes Avenue where Minnehaha Creek enters 
Minneapolis.  For twelve years there has been monitoring near the end of 
Minnehaha Creek, upstream of where it enters the Mississippi River. After 3 to 5 
years of data collection at the Xerxes station, comparisons between the two 
stations will be possible to better understand sources of the pollutants and actions 
that are needed. 
 
Capital projects - 2010 was the first of two years for constructing the 37th 
Avenue North Greenway. Stormwater runoff from this area of the city discharges 
to Crystal Lake in Robbinsdale, which is an impaired lake.  The project is 
addressing local flooding, and will help with the water quality of Crystal Lake due 
to a large grit chamber and other features that are being built this year.   
 
Read the Book.  Join the Conversation.  
 
One Minneapolis One Read is Minneapolis’ first-ever 
community read where everyone in town is invited to 
read the same book. The book, “The Grace of Silence” 
is authored by Minneapolis native and National Public 
Radio host, Michele Norris. This memoir describes the 
experience of the Norrises as the first black family on 
the block in a south Minneapolis neighborhood. 
 
There are several events in October where residents 
can came together to discuss the book and the themes raised.  You can find 
details on the website: www.OneMinneapolisOneRead.com.   
 
The City, Hennepin County Libraries and Minneapolis Public Schools are 
promoting literacy and respectful public dialogue in this initiative. Minneapolis 
residents can play a positive role in their communities and explore important and 
sometimes difficult issues. 
 

 

Longfellow Stroll 
Patrol Established by 

Longfellow Community 
Council (LCC) 

 
The patrol is a group of 
neighborhood residents 
who volunteer to “stroll” 
the  neighborhood, 
noting unusual activity, 
reporting graffiti, and 
getting to know their 
neighbors and making 
reports if necessary 
(calling 311 for graffiti for 
example).  
 
To join your neighbors or 
stay informed of the 
group’s activities, join 
the e-mail group: 
http://groups.yahoo.com/ 
group/longfellowstrollpat
rol/  Or, call LCC staff, 
Joanna Solotaroff at 
612-722-4529 x2. 
 

 
 
Events & Special Meetings   
 
SENA Annual Meeting & “Idea Auction” 
October 3, 6:30-8:00 pm  Lk Hiawatha Park Bldg, 2701 E. 44th St.  Chat with 
neighbors, vote for SENA board members, hear SENA review & update.  Participate in 
“Idea Auction” to use $1,000 from SENA for a neighborhood improvement project.  Call 
612-721-1601 for information. 
 
Lake Nokomis Community Schools Pancake Breakfast & Walk-a-thon 
October 8th, 8:30-10:00 am  Breakfast at Wenonah cafeteria, 5625 23rd Ave S. $6 
adults, $3 children ages 3 and up.  Fundraiser walk around Lake Nokomis follows 
breakfast.  To volunteer, email lncs.pta@gmail.com . 
 
Waters of Minnehaha Pancake Open House 
October 8th, 9:00-11:00 am  3733 23rd Ave S.  New senior living community invites 
neighbors to a pancake breakfast & tour of the building.  Contact Amber at 612-238-
2716 or ameendering@thewatersseniorliving.com for information. 
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Nokomis Healthy Seniors Fall Frolic 
October 15, 10:00 am – 4:00 pm  Bethel Lutheran Church, 4120 17th Ave S.  4th annual 
fundraiser for NHS features entertainment, book sale, bake sale, bingo, raffle, silent 
auction, face and hair painting.  Food provided by Fat Lorenzo’s and other local 
restaurants.  To purchase tickets or volunteer for the event, call NHS at 612-729-5499. 
 
“I’m in the Dog House!” - Minneapolis Animal Care & Control Fundraiser 
October 22, 11:00 am – 2:00 pm  MACC, 212 17th Ave N.  This fun and lively 
community event will include tours of the facility and showcase the work of MACC.  
Animal groups and pet businesses will have displays and fun activities for kids of all 
ages.  Local celebrities will be “kenneled” in an effort to raise funds to match a $10,000 
Challenge Grant provided by a private Twin Cities foundation. 
 
Longfellow Community Council -  Best Meeting Ever 
October 27, 6:00-8:00 pm, Minnehaha Academy North Campus, 3100 W. River Pkwy. 
Enjoy local Longfellow cuisine, learn about what is happening at LCC and visit the 
resource fair. Childcare available if you call LCC at 722-4529 in advance of the meeting. 
 
Minnehaha Falls of Fun Halloween Celebration 
October 29, 2:00-4:00 pm  Minnehaha Falls Park, 4801 Minnehaha Ave.  Bring your 
young ghosts and goblins to celebrate Halloween. 
 
Indoor Trick or Treating at Waters of Minnehaha 
October 31, 4:00-5:30 pm  3733 23rd Ave S.  Kids are invited to trick-or-treat with 
residents. 
 
Sibley Park Halloween Party 
October 31, 4:30-6:30 pm  40th St & 19th Ave S.  Kids 12 and under are invited to come 
in costume and trick or treat. 
 
Roosevelt Library Renovation Plans Open House 
November 1, 6:30-8:00 pm  4026 28th Ave S.  See visuals of proposed renovations and 
talk with library project team members.  
 
Boards & Commissions Openings 
 
There are currently many openings on the City’s Boards, Commissions & 
Advisory Committees.  Applications are accepted in the spring and fall.  Please 
visit www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/boards-and-commissions/ for application 
information. 
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I am honored to serve the residents of the 12th Ward.  If you have any 
questions or comments please call me at 612-673-2212 or e-mail me at 
Sandra.Colvin.Roy@ci.minneapolis.mn.us.  
 
To subscribe or unsubscribe to the 12th Ward News, click HERE and make 
your selections.  Or, contact Loren Olson, with your request at 
Loren.olson@ci.minneapolis.mn.us or 612-673-2378. 

 
 

 



 
 

  


