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Background
• The purpose and need for the project is to relieve 

congestion on Washington Avenue, removing 
traffic diverting to University/4th Street 
interchange, and improve transit access to NB I-
35W.

• Estimated Cost of $13.4 Million
• Cost Breakdown: 

– $9.4 Million State Bonds
– $4.0 Million Local Match

• Project Team consists of Hennepin County, City 
of Minneapolis, and MnDOT



Project Scope
• Northbound ramp from 4th Street South to I-35W
• 4th Street South eastbound double left turn lane 

to northbound I-35W
• Auxiliary lane from north end of I-35W bridge to 

Johnson Street NE
• Development of a concept that is consistent with 

or does not preclude a managed facility on I-35W 
(Mn/Pass or HOV)



Project Scope (cont.)
• Remove one of two lanes from Hwy 55 to NB I-

35W
• Reconfigure Johnson Street exit to serve 

Johnson Street, New Brighton Boulevard, and 
Stinson Boulevard

• Add retaining walls on portions of I-35W
• Analyze freeway traffic noise and mitigate with 

noise walls where necessary



Public Involvement
• Open House #1 – August 23rd

• Third Ward Neighborhoodfest

• Open House #2 – October 25th

Open Houses &
Exhibitions:

• Northeaster, October 19th

• The Journal, November 7th

Media Coverage:



Public Involvement (cont.)
• Central Corridor Management 

Committee

• Downtown Minneapolis 
Transportation Management 
Organization

• Windom Park Neighborhood

• Beltrami Neighborhood

Presentations:



Project Schedule
• Preliminary Engineering

• Public hearing  and approval 
process

• RFP Release

• Open bids

• Substantial Construction 
Complete

June-Sept.  2011June-Sept.  2011

Sept. – Dec. 2011Sept. – Dec. 2011

December 2011December 2011

February 2012February 2012

November 2012November 2012



4th Street S Ramp and Auxiliary Lane



4th Street S and I-35W Interchange



I-35W Lanes Added Map 1



I-35W Lanes Added Map 2



I-35W Lanes Added Map 3



Noise Policy and Process



Thank you! Questions?

Nick Peterson
Hennepin County Transportation Department
nick.peterson@co.hennepin.mn.us
612-596-0382


