
 
 

Request for City Council Committee Action 
From the Department of Public Works and Regulatory Services  

 
 
Date:  February 1, 2005 
To:   Honorable Sandra Colvin Roy, Chair Transportation & Public Works Committee 
 
Subject: Drinking Water Supply Management Area and Source Water Protection 

Area Watershed 
 
Recommendation:  
1. Adoption of the delineated Drinking Water Supply Management Area and Source Water 

Protection Area Watershed (see attached map). 
2. Approval to submit to the Minnesota Department of Health (MDH) and Environmental 

Quality Board (EQB) for designation of the Drinking Water Supply Management Area 
(DWSMA) and the Source Water Protection Area Watershed (SWPAW) for the Minneapolis 
Water Intakes. 

 
Previous Directives:  
Feb 3, 2004 – T & PW Committee presentation on Source Water Protection. 
 
Prepared by:  Laura Huseby, Minneapolis Environmental Services, 673-3543 
Approved by:  

             _________________________________________________________ 
  Klara A. Fabry, P.E., City Engineer, Director of Public Works 
 
  __________________________________________________________ 
  Rocco Forte, Director of Regulatory Services 
 
Presenters:  Larry Cole, Minneapolis Waterworks Laboratory 

Laura Huseby, Minneapolis Environmental Services 
Art Persons, Minnesota Department of Health-Drinking Water 
Adam Kramer, Director of Water Treatment & Distribution Services 
 

 
Financial Impact (Check those that apply) 
_X No financial impact - or - Action is within current department budget. 
        (If checked, go directly to Background/Supporting Information) 

 
        Action requires an appropriation increase to the Capital Budget  
 ___ Action requires an appropriation increase to the Operating Budget 
 ___ Action provides increased revenue for appropriation increase 
 ___ Action requires use of contingency or reserves 
 ___ Other financial impact (Explain): 
          

___Request provided to the Budget Office when provided to the Committee Coordinator 
 



Community Impact (use any categories that apply) 
 
Neighborhood Notification 
City Goals 
Comprehensive Plan 
Zoning Code 
Other 
 
Background/Supporting Information: 
 
Source Water Protection is the term for protection of drinking water supplies.  Source Water 
Protection reviews the location of a water supply (aquifer, river or water body), to assess the 
potential problems existing within the drinking water supply management area and develop 
ways to mitigate these problems. 
 
The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) required the primacy agent (Minnesota 
Department of Health) to complete a Source Water Assessment of all surface-water-source 
water suppliers.  Minneapolis, St. Cloud and St. Paul assessments were completed in 
September 2001.   
 
These original assessments were the first step and were used to delineate the draft Source 
Water Protection Area Watershed.  It is important that watershed based protocols are 
developed for protecting the Mississippi River above Minneapolis.  Drinking water for much of 
Minnesota comes from the Mississippi River between Little Falls and the Minneapolis water-
intakes.  Significant growth is projected for the area between St. Cloud and the Twin Cities in 
the next ten years.  As this corridor develops, existing ground water supplies will be stretched 
and a reliance on the River as a drinking water source will increase.  The importance of 
proactively protecting the Mississippi River as a drinking water source is asserted by water 
professionals at all levels of government.   
 
Together with the Minnesota Department of Health, Minnesota Pollution Control Agency, 
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources, and the Met Council - the water suppliers of 
Minneapolis, St. Paul and St. Cloud formed a voluntary group to work on protection of the 
Mississippi River and the tributary watersheds.  Minnesota Rural Water Association is providing 
the education and outreach for the surface water suppliers to the groundwater communities in 
the Source Water Protection Area Watershed.  
 
Minneapolis’ team has delineated a map of the Source Water Protection Area Watershed 
(based primarily on existing watershed boundaries) and the Drinking Water Supply 
Management Area (based on local landmarks/boundaries).  Once approved by the City Council, 
it will proceed to the Minnesota Department of Health and the Environmental Quality Board for 
approval.  After approval, the next step is to involve local units of government and others in the 
Source Water Protection Area Watershed in developing and implementing a Source Water 
Protection Plan.   
 
Members of the Technical and Advisory teams included: 

• Sandra Colvin Roy, Minneapolis City Council 
• Scott Benson, Minneapolis City Council 
• Larry Cole, Supervisor of Treatment and Laboratory 
• Chuck Johnson, Rice Creek Watershed District 
• Molly Shodeen, Minnesota Department of Natural Resources, Section Waters 
• Art Persons, Minnesota Department of Health, Drinking Water Section 
• Judy Rue, Hennepin County Emergency Response 



• Tim Larson, Minnesota Pollution Control Agency 
• Chuck Reagan, Minnesota Pollution Control Agency 
• Lucian Osuji, Minneapolis Waterworks 
• Dave Neiman, Minnesota Rural Water Association 
• Laura Huseby, Minneapolis Environmental Services 
• Adam Kramer, Director of Water Treatment & Distribution Services 

 
With special thanks to Kristen Krause and Bruce Olsen, Minnesota Department of Health for 
map creation and coordination. 
 
Attachment 1:  Draft Brochure on Source Water Protection 
Attachment 2: Source Water Protection Notification Letter to Local Units of Government 
Attachment 3:  Background on Source Water Protection 
Attachment 4:  Map for the delineated areas 
 


