
 

Request for City Council Committee Action 
from the Department of Regulatory Services 

 
Date: November 1, 2009 
 
To:  Council Member Samuels, Chair Public Safety and Regulatory Services Committee 
 
Referral to:  Council Member Paul Ostrow, Chair of Ways and Means Committee 

Subject:   

Ordinances amending Title 4 of the Minneapolis Code of Ordinances relating to Animals 
and Fowl - 

a. Chapter 64 relating to Dogs, Cats, Ferrets, and Rabbits. Amending and 
adding provisions regarding  (1) providing hearing officers in dangerous 
and potentially dangerous animal appeals increased authority to impose 
restrictions, (2) requiring the owners of cats as well as dogs to prevent 
their animals from injuring others whether on or off the owner’s 
property, (3) authorizing Animal Care & Control to require puppies of 
dangerous and potentially dangerous dogs to be spayed or neutered, (4) 
limiting the number of discounted “sibling” animal licenses per 
household to two, and (5) increase fees for multiple animal permits. 

b. Chapter 70 relating to Fowl, Pigeons, and Other Small Animals. 
Amending ordinance to increase fees for small animal permits. 

Recommendation:  

The City Council take action to amend Title 4 Animal and Fowl: 

a. Chapter 64 relating to Dogs, Cats, Ferrets, and Rabbits. Amending and 
adding provisions regarding (1) provide hearing officers in dangerous and 
potentially dangerous animal appeals increased authority to impose 
restrictions, (2) require the owners of cats as well as dogs to prevent their 
animals from injuring others whether on or off the owner’s property, (3) 
authorize Animal Care & Control to require puppies of dangerous and 
potentially dangerous dogs to be spayed or neutered, (4) limit the number of 
discounted “sibling” animal licenses per household to two, and (5) increasing 
fees for multiple animal permits. 

b. Chapter 70 relating to Fowl, Pigeons, and Other Small Animals. Amending 
ordinance to increase fees for small animal permits. 

 



Previous Directives:   
 

In April of 2007, the Dangerous Animal Work Group was established by Regulatory Services in 
response to a near fatal dog attack in the City of Minneapolis. The group developed specific 
recommendations to amend MCO 64.110 Dangerous and Potentially Dangerous Animals. In 
January of 2008 and February 2009, the council passed several amendments to 64.110.  
 
Department Information   

Prepared by:   
 
        Lori Olson, Deputy Director, Environmental Management and Safety 
        Dan Niziolek, Manager, Minneapolis Animal Care and Control 
        Joel Fussy, Assistant City Attorney 
 
Approved by:   
 
        ________________________________________ 
          Burt Osborne, Director 
 
        ________________________________________ 
          Lori Olson, Deputy Director, Environmental Management and Safety 
 
 
Presenters in Committee:   
 
Lori Olson, Deputy Director, Environmental Management and Safety 
Dan Niziolek, Manager, Minneapolis Animal Care and Control 
 
 

 

Financial Impact  (delete all lines not applicable to your request) 
• No financial impact 

 

Supporting Information 

Over the past year, Minneapolis Animal Care and Control (MACC) continued to enforce and 
implement the Dangerous Animal Ordinance (64.110). In reviewing the year’s work, MACC 
determined where changes to Minneapolis Code of Ordinances could provide MACC additional 
tools to more effectively address dangerous animals.  

In addition, MACC identified permit and licensing changes. 

The dangerous animal ordinance amendments deal with more effectively regulating owners of 
dangerous animals. Currently, MACC is only able to issue an administrative citation when a dog 
bites a person or animal on public property. This year, and in prior years, there have been a 
number of unprovoked animal attacks where the attacking animal was a cat and or the attack 
occurred to a person on the attacking animal owner’s property. In both of these cases, MACC is 
currently unable to issue a citation despite the owner failing to keep their animal from attacking a 
person or pet. 



In addition, the amendments propose changes to the dangerous animal requirements. One 
amendment would allow hearing officers the ability to set specific requirements for dangerous 
animals and thus tailor the requirements to the particular case. Another would allow MACC to 
require the spaying or neutering of the puppies of declared animals which are in the custody and 
care of the owner.  

Finally, MACC is requesting changes to permit fees and license discounts to more closely reflect 
costs associated with these services as well as the values expressed in ordinance. Proposed 
permit fees are intended to more accurately reflect cost recovery and to not provide financial 
encouragement to pet ownership greater than allowed by ordinance without a permit. 

Consequently, MACC asks that the City Council to amend Chapters 64 relating to Dogs, Cats, 
Ferrets, and Rabbits and Chapter 70 relating to Fowl, Pigeons, and Other Small Animals in the 
following manner. 

Amendments  

Section 64.110 

Subsection (f) and (h) – Allow hearing officer the ability to establish specific 
requirements for potentially dangerous and dangerous animals. 

Subsection (h) and (i) – Allow MACC to require puppies of declared animals to 
be spayed/neutered.   

Section 64.135  

Requiring owners of dogs and cats to prevent their animal from attacking a person 
or animal on the attacking animal owner’s property. 

  Section 64.30 

  Limiting the number of sibling licenses to 2 per household. 

 Section 64.100 

Increasing the multiple animal permit fees to $100 application fee and a $50 
annual renewal fee.  

Section 70.10 

Increasing the small animal permits fees to $100 application fee and a $50 annual 
renewal fee. 

 

 


