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1. To acknowledge the problem of crime and gang  
activity in the Somali youth community; 

2. To identify the difficulties faced by the Somali 
community, and ways these difficulties contribute to 
increases in crime committed by its youth; and

3. To make recommendations for the City to work with 
the Somali community, other governmental agencies, 
schools, and social service agencies to coordinate 
strategies to address these issues.

Introduction



Overview

Report includes perspective from: 

1. Parents in the Somali Community;
2. Teachers working with Somali students;
3. Community agencies catering to Somali youth;
4. Officers from the Minneapolis Police 

Department; and
5. Somali youth.



Overview

The author’s research revealed that Somali youth 
crime usually stems from one or more of the 
following root causes:  

1. Compromised mental health; 
2. Poverty; 
3. Community resource issues; 
4. Homelessness; 
5. Education issues; and 
6. Truancy and gang membership. 



Recommendation One: Address the Concerns 
Raised in this Report with the Minneapolis Youth 
Coordinating Board 

Recommendations



Recommendation Two: Explore a Youth “Drop-in” 

Center

Recommendations



Recommendation Three: Community Outreach 

Recommendations



Questions?? 

Contact Information

Minneapolis Department of Civil Rights
350 South 5th Street – Room 239
Minneapolis, MN 55415

Phone: 612-673-3012
Fax:     612-673-2599

MDCR Website: www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/citywork/civil-rights/


