
 
Request for City Council Committee Action 
From the Department of Public Works 

 
Date:  March 22, 2011 
 
To:  Honorable Sandra Colvin Roy, Chair Transportation & Public Works Committee 
 
Referral to: Honorable Betsy Hodges, Chair Ways and Means Committee 
 
Subject: Washington Ave SE (Oak St. SE to Huron Blvd SE,) Central Corridor 

Adjacent Street Lighting Project No. 2279: Public Hearing 
 
Recommendation:  

A. Passage of a Resolution ordering the City Engineer to proceed and do the work 
and adopting the special assessments in the amount of $220,023.96 for the 
Washington Ave SE Central Corridor Adjacent Street Lighting Project (TR024). 
 

B. Passage of a Resolution requesting the Board of Estimate and Taxation to issue 
and sell assessment bonds in the amount of $220,025 for the Washington Ave 
SE Central Corridor Adjacent Street Lighting Project (TR024) with the bonds to 
be paid for from special assessments. 
 

C. Passage of a Resolution declaring the City’s official intent per IRS Treasury 
Regulations Section 1.150-2 to reimburse expenditures for the above designated 
project by incurring tax-exempt debt of the City. 

 
Previous Directives:  

• January 28, 2011- Council approved designation, cost estimate and setting 
public hearing for Washington Ave SE Central Corridor Adjacent Street Lighting 
Project No. 2279 

• January 14, 2011- Council approved an increase of $220,000 in the 2011 capital 
appropriation and created capital project number TR024 to accept these funds 
for Washington Ave SE Central Corridor Adjacent Street Lighting Project 

• January 9, 2009- Council adopted the Minneapolis Streetlight Policy. 
  
Prepared by: Bill Prince, P.E., 673-3901     
  
Approved By: 

________________________________________________________________ 
  Steven A. Kotke, P.E., City Engineer, Director of Public Works 
 
Presenters: Bill Prince, Traffic & Parking Services 
 
Financial Impact  
 _X_ Action requires an appropriation increase to the Capital Budget   
 _X_ Action provides increased revenue for appropriation increase 
  
 



Reviews 

Permanent Review Committee (PRC): Approval    NA       Date 

Civil Rights Affirmative Action Plan  Approval    NA       Date 

Policy Review Group (PRG): Approval     NA      Date 
 
Community Impact  

• Neighborhood Notification - Neighborhood meetings were held August 12, 2010 before 
petition mailing and August 24, 2010 after petition mailing. 

• City Goals: Improve area street lighting in conformance with policy. 
  
Background/Supporting Information Attached 
Washington Avenue SE between Oak Street SE and Huron Blvd SE is one of the areas along 
the Central Corridor project in Minneapolis where street lighting costs were not covered by the 
University of Minnesota or Metropolitan Council.  The Minneapolis Streetlight Policy requires 
that, for pedestrian and Central Business District areas, end of service life areas, and capital 
improvement street reconstruction areas, that the property owners in that area be notified of the 
project and pending assessment and be given the opportunity to opt out of the project with 70% 
declared and recorded response. As of the response deadline date of August 27, 2010, 10% of 
the property owners by assessable area have opted out and therefore the opt out petition failed 
 
On January 28, 2011, the City Council designated the location, streets and improvements 
proposed to be made in the Washington Av SE neighborhood area.  The location of the street 
lighting project is Washington Av SE from approximately the east ROW line of Oak Street SE to 
the west ROW line of Huron Blvd SE. 
 
The proposed total assessment amount for the Washington Av SE (Oak St SE to Huron Blvd 
SE) street lighting portion of the Central Corridor Light Rail Project is $220,000.  The special 
assessments were determined by dividing the total proposed cost of $220,000 by the total 
square footage within the influence zones within the project limits (110,848 sq ft) for an 
assessment rate of $1.984 per sq ft.  The same rate applies to non-residential and residential 
properties. 
 
Individual assessments of more than $150 would be collected over 20 years beginning on the 
2013 real estate tax statements with interest charged at the same rate as the City pays in 
interest for selling assessment bonds.  Assessments of $150 or less would be collected in their 
entirety on the 2013 real estate tax statements with interest charged at the same rate as the 
City pays in interest for selling assessment bonds.   Information has been provided in the 
Notices as to how persons may prepay the special assessments in full without interest if they so 
choose. 
 
The Minneapolis City Council has passed resolutions whereby a deferment of a special 
assessment may be obtained by showing hardship for any homestead property owned by a 
person 65 years of age or older or retired by virtue of a permanent and total disability. 
 
The project covers the cost of replacement poles, davits and fixtures to replace existing street 
lighting in this corridor and all underground and foundation work. The project cost total 
described will be funded 100% from special assessments.  
 
 



 T&PW & W&M/Budget- Your Committee, having under consideration the Washington 

Ave SE Central Corridor Adjacent Street Lighting Project, Special Improvement of Existing 

Street No 2279, now recommends passage of the accompanying Resolutions: 

a. Ordering the work to proceed and adopting the special assessments for the 

Washington Ave SE Central Corridor Adjacent Street Lighting Project. 

b. Requesting the Board of Estimate and Taxation to issue and sell City of 

Minneapolis bonds in the amount of $220,025 for certain purposes other than the 

purchase of public utilities. 

c. Declaring the City’s official intent per IRS Treasury Regulations Section 1.150-2 

to reimburse expenditures for this project with proceeds of tax-exempt bonds. 

 

 Your committee further recommends summary publication of the above described 

Resolutions. 



 
Colvin Roy 

 
Washington Ave SE Central Corridor Street Lighting Project 

Special Improvement of Existing Street No 2279 
 

Ordering the work to proceed and adopting the special assessments for the Washington 
Ave SE Central Corridor Adjacent Street Lighting Project 
 
 Whereas, a public hearing was held on March 22, 2011, in accordance with Chapter 10, 
Section 8 of the Minneapolis City Charter and Section 24.180 of the Minneapolis Code of 
Ordinances to consider the proposed improvements as designated in Resolution 2011R-041 
passed January 28, 2011, to consider the proposed special assessments as on file in the Office 
of the City Clerk and to consider all written and oral objections and statements regarding the 
proposed improvements and the proposed special assessments; 
 
 Now, Therefore, Be It Resolved by the City Council of the City of Minneapolis: 

That the City Engineer is hereby ordered to proceed and do the work as designated in 

said Resolution 2011R-041 passed January 28, 2011. 

Be It Further Resolved that the proposed special assessments as on file in the Office of 

the City Clerk be $220,023.96 and are adopted and assessed against the benefited properties. 

Be It Further Resolved that the number of successive equal annual principal installments 

by which the special assessments of more than $150 may be paid shall be fixed at twenty (20) 

and that interest be charged at the same rate as assessment bonds are sold for with collection 

of the special assessments to begin on the 2013 real estate tax statements. 

Be It Further Resolved that the number of installments by which the special 

assessments of $150 or less may be paid shall be fixed at one (1) and that the interest be 

charged at the same rate as assessment bonds are sold for with collection of the special 

assessments on the 2013 real estate tax statements. 



Colvin Roy and Hodges 

 

 Requesting the Board of Estimate and Taxation to issue and sell City of 

Minneapolis bonds in the amount of $220,025 for certain purposes other than the 

purchase of public utilities. 

 Resolved by the City Council of The City of Minneapolis: 

 That the Board of Estimate and Taxation be requested to incur indebtedness and issue 

and sell City of Minneapolis bonds for the purpose of paying the assessed cost of street lighting 

improvements in the Washington Ave SE Central Corridor Adjacent Street Lighting Project, 

Special Improvement of Existing Street No 2279, to be assessed against benefited properties as 

estimated by the City Council, which assessments shall be collectible in twenty (20) successive 

annual installments, payable in the same manner as real estate taxes. 



Colvin Roy and Hodges 

 

Resolution declaring intent to reimburse project costs with tax-exempt bonds 

Resolved by The City Council of The City of Minneapolis: 

That pursuant to IRS Treasury Regulations Section 1.150-2, the City of Minneapolis 

hereby declares its official intent to reimburse up to $220,000 of expenditures related to the 

Washington Av SE Central Corridor Adjacent Street Lighting Project (TR024) from the proceeds 

of tax exempt debt of the City. The expenditures to be reimbursed include all preliminary 

expenses for planning, design, legal, consulting services and staff costs reasonably allocated to 

the project as well as costs incurred and paid for the design and construction of the project. The 

reasonably expected source of funds to pay such original expenditures and to pay debt service 

on the tax exempt debt to be issued by the City consists of special assessments collected on 

the annual property tax statement of the affected property owners.  

 


