
 

Request for City Council Committee Action 
from the Department of 

 
Date: December 8, 2008 
To: Ways and Means Budget Committee, Paul Ostrow, Chair  
Referral to: None 

 
Subject: Cedar Riverside Station Area Public Art 
 
Recommendation:  
1) Accept $40,000 in funding grant from the McKnight Foundation for the Cedar Riverside 

Station Area Public Art project. 

3) Increase the 2008 Revenue Budget for the Community Planning and Economic 
Development agency Fund 01600 – Other Grants – State and Local (01600-8900420-
372001) by $40,000. 

4) Amend the 2008 General Appropriation Resolution by increasing the Community 
Planning and Economic Development agency Fund 01600 – Other Grants – State and 
Local (01600-8900420) by $40,000. 

5) Authorize the proper City Officials to enter into an agreement between the Minneapolis 
Public Housing Authority and the City for an easement for the placement of a portion of 
this public artwork at 1627 6th Street South. 

 
Previous Directives:   None 
 
Prepared by: Mary Altman, Public Art Administrator 
Approved by: Barb Sporlein, Planning Director _______________________ 
Presenters in Committee: Mary Altman 

Reviews 
• Permanent Review Committee (PRC): Approval ___ Date ________________  
• Civil Rights Approval Approval ___ Date ________________ 
• Policy Review Group (PRG):     Approval ___ Date ________________ 

Financial Impact 
• No financial impact 
• Action requires an appropriation increase to the _X Capital Budget or __ Operating 

Budget 
• Action provides increased revenue for appropriation increase  
• Action requires use of contingency or reserves 
• Action is within the Business Plan 
• Action requires a change to the Business Plan 



• Other financial impact  
• Request provided to the Finance Department when provided to the Committee 

Coordinator 

Community Impact 
• Neighborhood Notification: None 
• City Goals: Goal 5 
• Comprehensive Plan: Chapter 6 (Draft Minneapolis Plan for Sustainable Grown, Chapter 

9) 
• Zoning Code: None 
• Other 

Supporting Information 

In 2001, Metropolitan Transit conducted a call for artists for the Hiawatha Line. As part of 
that process, they commissioned artists to develop a sequential artwork to “create a series 
of welcoming elements that also serve as a way-finding system to increase accessibility to 
[the Cedar Riverside] light rail station.” 

In 2003, CPED staff began working with the West Bank Community Coalition (WBCC) and 
the Cedar Riverside Business Association (CRBA) to identify priorities for station area 
enhancements, and this sequential artwork, as well as pedestrian lighting and signage 
improvements were selected as the three priorities. Since then, these partners have been 
able to raise the funding necessary to implement the lighting project, as well as the public 
art project installed at two locations. These locations are Cedar and 6th Avenues and 6th and 
16th Avenues, the latter of which is located on the property of the Minneapolis Public 
Housing Authority. (The pedestrian lighting was installed in the summer of 2006.) 

The McKnight Foundation is generously funding a portion of the project through a grant of 
$40,000. The Transit Oriented Development Set-Aside Program and Art in Public Places 
programs of CPED are also supporting the project, for a total budget of $92,000. 

Attachments  

Artwork Images and Site Plans 
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