
 
 

Request for City Council Committee Action 
From the Department of Public Works 

 
Date:  April 18, 2006 
 
To:   Honorable Sandra Colvin Roy, Chair Transportation & Public Works Committee 
 
Subject: Public Hearing of the 2006 Minneapolis Stormwater Management Program 

and Annual Report 
 
Recommendation:  
• To receive public comments, and direct Public Works to respond to public input 

regarding the City’s 2006 Minneapolis Stormwater Management Program and 
Annual Report (this activity is pursuant to Chapter 2, Section 14, of the City of 
Minneapolis’ National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System [NPDES] Permit 
#MN0061018). 

 
Previous Directives:  
• March 21, 2006 - Set Public Hearing date for April 18, 2006, as required by the City’s 

NPDES Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System Permit. 
 
Prepared by:  Joe Carlson, Professional Engineer, Engineering Services, 673-3129 
 
Approved by:  

             _________________________________________________________ 
  Klara A. Fabry, P.E., City Engineer, Director of Public Works 
   
Presenter:  Joe Carlson, P.E., Professional Engineer 
 
Permanent Review Committee (PRC) Approval _________ Not applicable         X____ 
 
Policy review Group (PRG)    Approval _________ Not applicable         X____ 
 
Financial Impact (Check those that apply) 
_ X  No financial impact - or - Action is within current department budget (If checked, go 

directly to Background/Supporting Information) 
      Action requires an appropriation increase to the Capital Budget 
___ Action requires an appropriation increase to the Operating Budget 
      Action provides increased revenue for appropriation increase 
___ Action requires use of contingency or reserves 
  X   Business Plan:   X   Action is within the plan.    ___ Action requires a change to plan. 
___ Other financial impact (Explain):          
___ Request provided to department’s Finance Dept. contact when provided to the 
 Committee Coordinator 
 
 



 
Community Impact  
 Neighborhood Notification: Not Applicable  

City Goals: Preserve and enhance our environmental, economic and social realms to 
promote a sustainable Minneapolis.  Maintain the physical infrastructure to ensure a 
healthy, vital and safe city. 

 Comprehensive Plan: Not Applicable  
 Zoning Code: Not Applicable  
 
Background/Supporting Information: 
History   
The Minneapolis stormwater management program endeavors to improve the water quality of 
Minneapolis lakes, streams, wetlands, rivers, and other surface waters, with the ultimate goal of 
preservation and enhancement of our natural and historic environment, while concurrently 
fulfilling regulatory requirements.  The National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System 
(NPDES) is a program created in 1990 by the United States Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) to protect water quality through the regulating of discharges of pollutants to lakes, 
streams, wetlands and other surface waters.  The Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) 
is the Minnesota authority that is responsible for administering this program.  Under this 
program, specific permits are issued in an effort to regulate municipal and industrial activities.  
The City of Minneapolis maintains two distinct NPDES permits:  The Combined Sewer Overflow 
(CSO) permit which regulates combined storm and wastewater discharges from the sanitary 
sewer system; and the Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4) permit which regulates 
stormwater runoff discharges from the storm drain system.  
 
Requirements for Annual Reporting, Public Comment, and Council Action   
The MPCA issued an NPDES MS4 permit to the City of Minneapolis and the Minneapolis Park 
& Recreation Board (MPRB) on December 1, 2000.  This Permit requires the submittal of a 
Stormwater Management Program and Annual Report, due on June 1 of each year.  This 
Report is a coordinated effort by various City departments and the MPRB.  Information in the 
report covers the activities that will be implemented for the current and following year, and 
provides documentation and analysis of the activities conducted in the previous year. 
 
The Permit also requires an opportunity for public input into the development of the priorities 
and programs necessary for compliance, and also requires the adoption of the Report as the 
City's Stormwater Management Plan.  A summary of the public’s input and the City’s response 
to the comments are also required to be included as part of the City Council’s adoption of the 
Report through a formal resolution.  A Public Hearing notice and a copy of this year’s report (on 
CD) were sent to interested parties, environmental groups, and related governmental entities.  A 
Public Hearing notice was also posted in Finance and Commerce.  Written comments will be 
accepted until 12 Noon on April 18, 2006.  After this deadline has passed, Public Works 
personnel will prepare a written response to all comments that were either received as 
testimony at the public hearing, or that were submitted in writing.  This written response will be 
incorporated in the report, and then presented to the Transportation and Public Works 
Committee on May 2, 2006. Along with the report, there will be a recommendation that the City 
Council adopt this report as the City's Stormwater Management Plan. 
 
C:  Rhonda Rae, P.E., Director, Engineering Services 
 Greg Schroeder, P.E., Engineering Services 
 Paul Ogren, P.E., Field Services 
 Lori Olson, Environmental Services 
 Corey Conover, City Attorney 
 Mike Schmidt, Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board 


