
 

 

Twins Ballpark 
Transportation Mitigation Measures 

And  
Best Management Practices 

 
PARKING MITIGATION MEASURES 
 

• Disseminate way finding and parking location information prior to events through 
website, special mailings and media 

 
• Promote benefit of parking locations not directly adjacent to the Ballpark and their transit 

and pedestrian connections 
 

• Provide changeable message signs and other way finding technology to direct vehicles to 
available parking supply 

 
• Increase egress vehicle flow speed from Ramp A and reduce vehicle/pedestrian conflicts 

by allowing temporary reverse flow left turn exit onto Glenwood Ave and/or right turn 
exit onto 9th St N  

 
• Upgrade revenue collection points at ABC Ramps to allow for non-cash payment and 

expedite the Entrance to the ramps  
 

• Retrofit Ramp A and Hawthorne Ramp to allow vehicles to cross-over between them 
 

• Retrofit Ramp C to allow for 3 reversible entrance lanes off 2nd Ave N 
 

• Retrofit Ramp B to allow for reversible entry/exit off 2nd Ave N 
 
TRANSIT MITIGATION MEASURES 
 

• Promote transit use by providing an event ticket/transit fare package to be negotiated by 
the Twins and Metro Transit, including free transit with game day ticket  

 
• Allow purchase of transit passes through the Twins Ticket Office and concession stands 

 
• Promote high frequency local bus route service on 4th St, 8th St and Nicollet Ave as 

shuttles to and from downtown parking locations 
 

• Promote charter bus use and address staging/parking availability for those buses 
 

• Maximize use of any potential new LRT vehicles acquired by Metro Transit to expand 
the capacity of the Hiawatha LRT line in response to continuing ridership growth 

 
• In the longer term, promote higher LRT use when the Central and Southwest LRT lines 

become operational  



 

 

 
• Provide supplementary express bus service negotiated by the Twins and transit providers 

from key locations: 
 

o Park-ride lot along the Hiawatha corridor to supplement the LRT service  
o I-394 park-ride lots (using the ABC Ramp Transit Stations along the 3rd Ave 

distributor)           
o Other locations with large parking supply available (i.e. State Fairgrounds, 

shopping centers and large regional park-ride lots)        
 

• Explore supplementary Northstar Commuter rail service    
 

• Provide a circulating trolley or other easily identifiable transit vehicle connecting the 
Ballpark to parking garages, hotels and entertainment venues 

 
PEDESTRIAN/BIKE MITIGATION MEASURES 
 

• Provide clear, easy to read signage directing fans in/out of the Ballpark from/to parking 
facilities, LRT stations and the skyway system 

 
• Maximize sidewalk width and minimize obstacles to pedestrians on the sidewalk on 5th 

and 7th St N, along the Ballpark and between 1st and 3rd Ave N 
 

• Provide smooth and ADA compliant transition areas for pedestrians at key entry points to 
the Ballpark 

 
• Provide sufficient staging space for large crowds at and in the vicinity of the LRT station 

platform 
 

• Provide access to the existing skyway connecting the ABC Ramps at the corner of 2nd 
Ave N and 7th St N 

 
• Provide direct skyway/bridge connection to Ramp A from/to the Ballpark  

 
• Provide either a direct skyway/bridge connection to Ramp B from the Ballpark or a 

connection to the existing grade-level corridor that runs through Ramp B itself and 
connects people to the skyway system, buses and 2nd Ave N 

 
• Provide direct connection between the existing skyway currently connecting the ABC 

Ramps and the 6th St N pedestrian bridge  
 

• Provide abundant and secure bicycle lockers and other bicycle parking options at key 
entrances to the Ballpark  (Ideally, the bicycle area should have an attendant) 

 
• Ensure easy and convenient connections to the Ballpark from key bicycle routes (e.g. 

Cedar Lake Trail)  



 

 

 
• Improve fences and other streetscape features for people attending the game and 

living/using the surrounding area 
 
TRAFFIC MITIGATION MEASURES 
 
Freeway Operations: 
 

• Use clear, permanent and strategically located signage, on freeways and major regional 
roadways, directing traffic to Ballpark and adjacent parking facilities 

 
• Maximize use of the reversible HOV lanes on I-394 to increase freeway carrying capacity 

 
• Provide changeable message signs and other advanced transportation technologies to 

provide timely traffic information to drivers and direct traffic to less congested routes 
 

• Improve lane continuity along the 3rd Ave distributor and provide a second merging lane 
into I-394 to reduce traffic back-ups    

 
Downtown Streets Operations: 
 

• Provide wayfinding for pedestrians and drivers on local streets, at freeway ramps and 
parking garages 

 
• Use changeable message signs and other advanced transportation technologies to provide 

timely traffic information to drivers 
 

• Enforce orderly pedestrian flow at critical intersections to minimize vehicle/pedestrian 
conflicts   

 
• Limit turning movements at selected key intersections, implement partial lane closure, 

partially modify street traffic patterns including reversing flow on small segments of the 
street network 

 
• Reroute 3rd Ave N west of Ramp B down to the 3rd Ave distributor level and back up to 

Glenwood Ave to maintain the continuity of the street grid  
 

• Modify flow and lane directions on 2nd Ave N between Washington Ave and 1st Ave N 
 

• Possible conversion of 3rd Ave N to two-way between 5th St and roughly Washington 
Ave 

 
COMMUNICATIONS MITIGATION MEASURES 
 

• Provide detailed wayfinding information for event patrons on Twins website, brochures 
and media, including link to MnDOT, Minneapolis and other Metro traffic websites   



 

 

 
• Provide detailed information about transportation options (i.e. transit, biking, parking, 

driving directions), including maps, on Twins website 
 

• Include a link in the Twins website to Metro Transit’s trip planning feature    
 

• Distribute parking location, circulation patterns and alternative transportation options 
information with ticket sales 

 
• Use other communication mechanisms such as the downtown Minneapolis 

Transportation Management Organization (TMO) and the media to disseminate 
transportation options information 

 
• Develop a “Communications Clearinghouse” to disseminate information about ballpark 

construction impacts on the street network, parking facilities and the general public 
 

• Distribute parking locator cards to help people remember where they parked    
 
EXAMPLES OF BEST PRACTICES 

Public Transportation 
 
Express bus service from park-ride lots facilities to ballparks in Seattle, Cleveland, Chicago, 
Baltimore, San Diego, Denver and Kansas City. Bus route from downtown in Milwaukee and 
from transit hub in Boston 
 
The San Francisco Giants have sold transit passes to season ticket holders  
 
In Kansas City, express bus riders pay $5 but receive $5 off their tickets to the game. 
 
In Seattle, a downtown circulator offers post-game free rides to downtown transfer points  
 
The Chicago Cubs operate a $6 combined shuttle and parking service at the DeVry University 
campus for all weekend and night games. 
 
The Chicago Regional Transit Authority offers a transit trip planner at its website 
 
In Chicago, fans from northwest suburbs can take the Cubs Roundtripper non-stop bus from a 
park-ride lot for $7.50. Groups of 6 or more can purchase tickets for just $5 each. 
 
Express bus service to football games at Husky Stadium on the University of Washington 
campus in Seattle are offered at no cost to season ticket holders by event parking revenue    
 
Express bus service to football games when the Seattle Seahawks used Husky Stadium in the 
2000-2001, supplemented by a comprehensive “Tackle Traffic” campaign with a full range of 
media promotions (i.e. free transit service and travel time advantages of transit) 



 

 

  
In Denver, roundtrip express bus service (BroncoRide) is provided to football games from 30 
park-ride lots for $6. A season bus pass can also be purchased.  
 

Bicycles/Pedestrians 
 
Chicago Cubs offer free bicycle check service for all home games with racks located adjacent to 
Wrigley Field, 2 hours prior to the game and one hour after the game ends. 
 
In Seattle, parking for over 150 bicycles has been secured at the SAFECO Field garage.  
Information on pedestrian improvements around Seattle’s SAFECO Field can be found at: 
http://www.ballpark.org/cinvest.htm#pedplan 
 
The San Francisco Bicycle Coalition operates a secure Bike parking Facility at AT&T Park. The 
facility opens 2 hours before every game and closes 30 minutes after the game  
 
Also see: http:/ops.fhwa.dot.gov/program areas/sp-events-mgmt/handbook/toc.htm 

 


