
 
 

Request for City Council Committee Action 
From the Department of Public Works   

 
 
Date:  September 28, 2004 
To:   Honorable Sandra Colvin Roy, Chair Transportation & Public Works Committee 
Referral to: Honorable Barb Johnson, Chair Ways & Means/Budget Committee 
 
Subject: Right Of Way Acquisition for County Main Street Bridge Reconstruction 
 
 
Recommendation:  
Authorize Approval of the City/County Agreement (County Agreement No. PW 55-20-03 for 
County Project No. 9321) at a cost not to exceed $40,000 (funds are available within 4100-937-
9372), pending satisfactory review by the City Attorney’s Office. 
 
Previous Directives:  
• Resolution 2003R-288, dated June 20, 2003, approving layout of the Hennepin County Main 

Street Bridge. 
 
Prepared by:  Jack Yuzna, P.E., Engineering Services Division, 673-2415 
Approved by:  

             ___________________________________________ 
 Klara A. Fabry, P.E., City Engineer, Director of Public Works  

Presenters:  Jack Yuzna, P.E., Principal Professional Engineer 
 
 

Financial Impact (Check those that apply) 
_X_ No financial impact - or - Action is within current department budget. 
 (If checked, go directly to Background/Supporting Information) 

 
        Action requires an appropriation increase to the Capital Budget  
 ___ Action requires an appropriation increase to the Operating Budget 
 ___ Action provides increased revenue for appropriation increase 
 ___ Action requires use of contingency or reserves 
 ___ Other financial impact (Explain): 
          

___Request provided to the Budget Office when provided to the Committee Coordinator 
 
 
Background/Supporting Information: 
 
On June 10, 2003, the Transportation & Public Works Committee recommended to approve 
Hennepin County’s layout for its new CSAH 23 (Main Street) bridge over the Burlington 
Northern/Sante Fe Railroad (at approximately 2nd Avenue NE) in northeast Minneapolis. The new 
bridge will be required to meet current statutory standards. This will result in an increase in the 
bridge clearance and the need to raise the bridge roadway approximately 3 feet higher than its 



current elevation. To accommodate this increase in elevation, the roadway and retaining walls 
between 1st Avenue NE to 3rd Avenue NE will need to be rebuilt as well. The County has 
scheduled the project to begin in the spring of 2005. With a spring start, Main Street would be 
reopened to traffic before the winter of 2005. 
 
Since the bridge lies within a historic district, Federal regulations require mitigation of the bridge’s 
replacement. The mitigation may take many forms depending on the nature of the project. For 
example, it may be built into the structural elements of the projects or it may take the form a 
documenting the present bridge and thus providing a historical record.  
 
The County has opted to mitigate the bridge replacement with several design considerations. The 
roadway width is to be narrowed, sidewalks will be widened and bicycle lanes are to be added. A 
riverside scenic overlook will be built on the bridge. Ornamental pedestrian lighting will be 
included on the bridge and along the roadway approaches. Aesthetic treatments reflecting the 
historic character of the district will be incorporated in the façade of bridge and retaining walls. 
The roadway and river front within the project limits will be landscaped.  
 
Though, not part of the mitigation, but of interest is that the bridge will include an additional 
second span to accommodate possible future Light Rail Transit (LRT) along this corridor. The 
County’s plan is to erect walls on both sides of the bridge’s south span. These walls will effectively 
block up the south span until the LRT line is built. The walls will have the same aesthetic 
treatment as the retaining walls thus making them indistinguishable from the retaining walls in the 
interim. 
 
At that time of the layout approval in 2003, it was anticipated that the City’s cost participation 
would be between $75,000 to $100,000 (2% to 3% of the project cost). This would have been 
significantly less than the average for local participation in other County roadway/bridge project 
(The County’s road reconstruction cost participation policy stipulates a local contribution that is 
usually between 15% to 20% of the total project cost.). The City contribution has been reduced 
due to the County’s funding sources, and that the landscaping and aesthetic details were required 
mitigation for the bridge replacement and therefore not a cost to the City.  
 
The County’s cost participation policy normally would have the City sharing the cost of 
engineering, construction and acquisition of any required right-of-way and/or easements. The 
County has decided to only ask that the City share in the cost of acquiring the right-of-way and 
temporary and permanent easements. The estimated total cost for the acquisition is eighty 
thousand dollars ($80,000). Per the policy, the City’s cost share would be fifty percent (50%) or 
forty thousand dollars ($40,000). Funds are currently available (Fund Agency/Org. 4100-937-
9372) to cover the City’s participation. 
 
 
 
 
 
Attachment 1 - General Location Map 
Attachment 2 – Resolution 2003R-288 
 

 
cc: Council Member Don Samuels, Ward 3 

Council Member Natalie Johnson Lee, Ward 5 
 





 
 
 
 


