
 
 

Request for City Council Committee Action 
From the Department of Public Works 

 
Date:  April 20, 2010 
 
To: Honorable Sandra Colvin Roy, Chair Transportation & Public Works Committee 
 
Subject:  Chicago Avenue S (8th Street S to 28th Street E) Street Lighting Project No 

6382: Designation, Cost Estimate, and Set Public Hearing 
   
Recommendation: 

1. Passage of a Resolution designating the location, streets and improvements 
proposed to be made in the Chicago Avenue S (8th Street S to 28th Street E) 
Street Lighting Project to install low-level pedestrian scale street lighting and high 
level lights at selected locations within the following three sets of boundaries: 

a. Both sides of Chicago Avenue between 8th Street S and 17th Street E. 
b. The east side of Chicago Avenue between 24th Street E and 25th Street E. 
c. The east side of Chicago Avenue between 26th Street E and 28th Street E. 

 
2. Adoption of a Committee Report receiving the cost estimate of $430,000 for the 

lighting project and the list of benefited properties, directing the City Engineer to 
prepare a proposed lighting special improvement assessment against the list of 
benefited properties and directing the City Clerk to give notice of a Project 
Approval and Public Hearing to be held on May 18, 2010 before the 
Transportation and Public Works Committee 

 
 These Resolutions may be authorized for summary publication. 

 
Previous Directives:   

• January 29, 2010 Council Resolution 2010R-039 designating Phase III of the 
reconstruction project. 

 
Prepared by: Suzette R. Hjermstad, R.E. Investigator II, 673-2401 
  Jeff Handeland, P.E., Project Engineer, 673-2363 
  Don Elwood, P.E., Director, Transportation Planning and Engineering, 673-3622   
 
Approved by: 
  ______________________________________ 

 Steven A. Kotke, P.E., City Engineer, Director of Public Works 
 
Presenters:    Jeff Handeland, P.E., Project Engineer 
 
Reviews 

Permanent Review Committee (PRC) Approval – NA 
Civil Rights     Approval - NA 
Policy review Group (PRG)    Approval - NA 

 
 



Financial Impact 
Special Assessments against benefited properties 

 
Background/Supporting Information: 
 
Chicago Avenue Street Lighting Project 
 
The project is proposed to install low-level pedestrian scale street lighting and high level lights at 
selected locations.  Capital cost of the lighting system is to be funded by special assessments to 
the property owners within the influence area of the lighting. 
 
Two versions of a petition were circulated for advisory purposes.  Each version included an 
estimated special assessment calculation and amount.  Version 1 was circulated to properties in 
the influence area from 8th Street S to 28th Street E.  Response to version 1 indicated 43% 
approval for the lighting project.  Version 2 was circulated to properties in the influence zone 
from 8th Street to 17th Street.  Response to version 2 indicated 65% approval for the lighting 
project. 
 
Based on the results of the advisory petition, input from Council Members of the impacted 
wards, and the existing lighting configuration on Chicago Avenue, Public Works staff requests 
that a street lighting project be designated to install low-level pedestrian scale street lighting and 
high level lights at selected locations within the following three sets of boundaries: 

1. Both sides of Chicago Avenue between 8th Street S and 17th Street E. 
2. The east side of Chicago Avenue between 24th Street E and 25th Street E. 
3. The east side of Chicago Avenue between 26th Street E and 28th Street E. 

 
The project would be funded by special assessments totaling either the final cost of the project 
or $430,000, whichever is less.  If the final cost of the project is equal to or greater than 
$430,000, an assessment rate of approximately $0.93 per square foot with the street influence 
area method would be used to calculate the actual assessments to the benefitted properties.  
The proposed assessment method consists of applying the influence area method along the 
sets of boundaries receiving low-level pedestrian scale street lighting and high level lights.   

 
The special assessments would be collected over 20 years beginning on the 2012 real estate 
tax statements with interest charged at the same rate at which the assessment bonds are sold.   

The lighting levels for this proposed project are classified as standard.  The annual maintenance 
and operation costs are to be paid by property tax revenue and the city-wide street lighting fee 
which is assessed to non-property tax paying properties. 
 
As provided in Chapter 10, Section 8, of the city Charter, submitted herewith is a list of parcels 
with owner’s names, as nearly as can be readily ascertained, which would be benefited by and 
assessed for the Chicago Avenue S (8th Street S to 28th Street E) Streetscape Project. 
 
 
 
Attachment 1 – Project Map 
 
 
Cc:   Council Member Goodman 
 Council Member Lilligren 
 Council Member Schiff 
 Steve Mosing 

Jack Qvale, Secretary, Board of Estimate and Taxation 
 



 
 
 
 

   ATTACHMENT 1 
 

 
 
 



 T&PW - Your Committee recommends passage of the accompanying resolution 
designating the location and streets to be improved in the Chicago Avenue S (8th Street 
S to 28th Street E) Street Lighting Project, Special Improvement of Existing Street No. 
6382. 



 
 
 
 
By Colvin Roy 
 
CHICAGO AVENUE S (8TH STREET S TO 28TH STREET E)  
STREET LIGHTING PROJECT 
SPECIAL IMPROVEMENT OF EXISTING STREET NO 6382 
 Designating the improvement of certain existing streets at the location described 
hereinafter. 
 
 Now, Be It Resolved by The City Council of The City of Minneapolis: 
 
 That the following existing streets within the City of Minneapolis are hereby 
designated to be improved, pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 10, Section 8 of the 
Minneapolis City Charter, by installing low-level pedestrian scale street lighting and high 
level lights at selected locations within the following three sets of boundaries: 
 Chicago Avenue S (both sides) from 8th St S to 17th St E; 
 Chicago Avenue (east side) from 24th Street E to 25th Street E; 
 Chicago Avenue (east side) from 26th Street E to 28th Street E.  



 T&PW - Your Committee, having received a base cost estimate of $430,000 for 
improvements and a list of benefited properties for the Chicago Avenue S (8th St S to 
28th St E) Street Lighting Project, Special Improvement of Existing Street No. 6382, as 
designated by Resolution 2010R-_______, passed April 30, 2010, now recommends 
that the City Engineer be directed to prepare proposed assessments against the list of 
benefited properties. 
 Your Committee further recommends that the City Clerk be directed to give 
notice of a public hearing to be held on May 18, 2010, in accordance with Chapter 10, 
Section 8 of the Minneapolis City Charter and Section 24.180 of the Minneapolis Code 
of Ordinances, to consider approving the above-designated streetscape project and to 
consider the amount proposed to be assessed to each benefited property and the 
amount to be funded by the City. 
 
 

 


