
2010 Annual Report - Preliminary 
Public Health Advisory Committee  

 
Topics Meeting Guests, if any Actions  Mtg Dates  
Youth Violence & 
Chemical Use (Alcohol 
Focus) Subcommittee  
 

Bass Zanjani, Youth Violence 
Prevention Coordinator  

PHAC charged by Executive Committee for 
Blueprint to Prevent Youth Violence to 
develop recommendations.  Informed by 
Blueprint, subcommittee determined focus 
to be on intersection of youth violence with 
alcohol specific to 10-24 yr olds.  After a 
series of subcommittee meetings & full 
committee meetings, involving local 
experts, PHAC finalized formal 
recommendation to Executive Committee at 
10/26 meeting: 
 
To strengthen the existing youth drug and 
alcohol us community-wide coalition to 
include a dedicated focus on the 
intersection of alcohol use & violence in 10-
24 yr olds.  Coalition efforts should 
specifically address: 

• Binge drinking 
• Access to alcohol 
• Messaging to youth and families 

 
Within the recommendation, a list of 
resources to guide the work of the coalition 
is included, as well as the health 
department’s efforts to map 2010 homicides 
w/ locations of licensed liquor 
establishments.     

1/26, 7/27, 8/24, 9/28, 
10/26 
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Youth Violence & Alcohol 
Use:  Culturally-based 
perspectives (Hmong, 
African American, 
American Indian, & Latino)  

Phanat Vang, Asian Media 
Access  
Mhonpaj Lee, Hennepin 
County Medical Center 
Rashida Fischer, African 
American Family Services  
Richard Wright, Indian 
Health Board  
Mitch Roldan, Centro 
  

Most guests’ professional work is focused 
on this priority health area & has been from 
at least the last few years to the last 20 
years.   Guests shared distinct culturally-
based insights/perspectives, & potential 
solutions re: this health priority, which 
increased understanding of the importance 
of culturally and linguistically appropriate 
programs to address these issues. (See 
meeting minutes for further details).   

5/25, 6/22, 7/27, 9/28 

Social Host Ordinance   PHAC endorses the intent & language of 
the Social Host Ordinance proposed by 
Council Member Cam Gordon  

1/26, 2/23 

Assessment of services to 
prevent youth gang crime 
in North Minneapolis  

Jared Erdman, 
Epidemiologist  
David Carson, Gang 
Prevention Coordinator  

This work was funded by an Office of 
Juvenile Justice and Delinquency 
Prevention grant, who’s goal is to improve 
the coordination of services for at-risk 
and/or gang involved youth in N. Mpls.  
PHAC members responded to the draft 
report of new data collected from:  police 
statistics, assessment interviews w/ key 
stakeholders, and youth forums w/ at-risk 
and/or gang involved youth.  
Local agencies will be able to use this data 
to apply for additional funds.  

2/23 

Youth Violence Survey 
Results- U of M Urban 4H 
Youth Violence Working 
Group 

Kathryn Sharpe, Jodi 
Anderson, & U of M Urban  
4-H Youth Violence Working 
Group: Souksavath 
Nantharath, North H.S., 
Adriana Leal, Southwest H.S., 
Brandy Matute, Southwest 

The U of M Urban 4-H Youth Violence 
Working Group presented preliminary 
results of a survey youth developed to 
determine what people think about youth 
violence & how it affects them.  PHAC 
members responded to the preliminary 
results and the youth’s subsequent ideas for 

6/22 
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H.S., Gao Lee, Patrick Henry 
H.S., Frank Rypa, South H.S. 

action which includes: mentoring middle 
school youth (Anwatin) and providing 
extra-curricular activities focused on 
reducing violence.   

Community Development 
Block Grant (CDBG) 
Subcommittee-Funding 
Priorities, Principles & 
Process  

Noya Woodrich, Sean Cahill, 
Renee Gust, John Schrom, 
Robin Kay Schow, and 
Samira Dini  

Subcommittee begins work to determine 
funding principles, priorities and process for 
the upcoming CDBG 2011-2013 grant 
process.  

3/23, 6/22, 7/27 

Progress Report Current 
CDBG Grantees  

Becky McIntosh, Director of 
Contract Administration   

Becky reviewed status report of current 
grantees & included some challenges faced 
by orgs (i.e. need to better report meeting 
eligibility requirements for HUD).  
Discussion w/ PHAC included ideas to help 
agencies w/ administrative support or 
provide other training.   

5/25 

CDBG Year-end Report  Becky McIntosh, Director of 
Contract Administration   

Becky returned to provided year-end report 
of CDBG grantees.  Two youth-serving 
grantees lost their grants primarily due to 
their inability to provide HUD’s required 
income verification for the youth they were 
serving. 

7/27 

Culturally-Based Health, 
Inclusive of Socioeconomic 
Determinants of Health: 
Viewing & discussion of 
“Unnatural Causes”  

 PHAC began its learning for work plan 
priority, “Culturally-Based Health, 
Inclusive of Socioeconomic Determinants 
of Health” by viewing 2 films from the 
Unnatural Causes Series: Introduction Part 
I & Bad Sugar.  The second film focused on 
diabetes experiences within a Native 
American community was chosen, primarily 
given its link to obesity, another work plan 
priority that the health department has some 
new capacity to address through SHIP & 

3/23, 4/27, 5/27 
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Communities Putting Prevention to Work 
(CPPW).  After some discussion of other 
audiences PHAC could potentially help 
target by co-sponsoring a community forum 
of this film series, the group formed a 
subcommittee to develop recommendations.  

Culturally-Based Health, 
Inclusive of Socioeconomic 
Determinants of Health 
Subcommittee  

Sean Cahill, Clarence Jones, 
Renee Gust, John Schrom, & 
Gretchen Musicant,  

The group has determined a 4-prong 
approach beginning with food: 

• Work across silos & look outside 
Minneapolis 

• Make related data accessible to 
community (i.e. via website) 

• Community engagement strategies 
(which help address lack of 
empowerment)  

• Policy approach (not just public 
policy)  

8/24, 9/28, 10/26 

Update: Statewide Health 
Improvement Program 
(SHIP)  

Lara Tiede  [11/23] 

Tobacco-Free Parks & 
Recreation 

Brittany McFadden, Program 
Director, Tobacco-Free Youth 
Association & Live Smoke 
Free/Association for Non-
Smokers MN 

PHAC recommends that the department 
support tobacco-free parks in Minneapolis  

1/26, 2/23  

Bicycle Parking Standards 
& Policies for City-owned 
Buildings  

Robin Garwood, Council 
Member Cam Gordon’s staff 

Introduction of bicycle parking standards & 
policies to PHAC, which may return to 
PHAC in the Fall for formal approval.   

5/25 

Proposed Green & 
Healthy Rental Licensing 
Standards 

Daniel Huff, City of 
Minneapolis Regulatory 
Services  

PHAC approved resolution to support the 
energy/health recommended rental licensure 
changes as outlined by City of Minneapolis 
Regulatory Services 

8/24 

Crisis Connection  David Therkelsen  David presented information on this 1/26 
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important resource.  Their call center 
provides confidential crisis counseling, 
information, & referral 24 hours a day.  
Volunteer counselors w/ at least 55 hours of 
specialized training received over 46,000 
calls in 2009 (~1,000 calls/week).  

PHAC By-laws/Ordinance 
Subcommittee 

Mitchell Davis Jr, John 
Schrom, & David Therkelsen 

Approved significant changes made to by-
laws/ordinance are that ward representatives 
will live and/or work in the ward they 
represent and PHAC members are expected 
to communicate regularly w/ their 
respective appointing authority about the 
committee’s work.  

1/26, 2/23 

Urban Health Professional 
Advisory Committee  

David Durenberger, 
Committee Member, Hennepin 
County Faculty Associates  

David shared the committee’s health 
literacy/cross-cultural communication plans 
to build upon the preliminary work 
involving HCMC and MN Visiting Nurse 
Association to establish a baseline for clear 
& culturally competent communication 
between providers & their diabetic patients. 
This year they will be partnering with 
Sustainable Resources Center to do similar 
work. The goal is to develop policy 
recommendations based upon outcomes.  

3/23 

 


