
 

 

Request for City Council Committee Action 
from the Department of 

Regulatory Services 

Date:  September 11, 2006 

To:  Council Member Samuels, Chairman 

Referral to: Public Safety and Regulatory Services 

Subject: Amending Chapter 341 of the Minneapolis Code of Ordinances relating to 
Taxicab vehicle licenses 

Recommendation 

That the City Council adopts an amendment to title 13, Chapter 341 that will permit the issuance 
of up to 45 new taxicab vehicle licenses each year for the next four years, thereby eliminating the 
maximum number of taxicab vehicle licenses, and moving to a deregulated model.  Also, the 
amendment will require that a percentage of new and existing taxicab vehicles be wheelchair 
accessible and that a percentage of new and existing taxicab vehicles be fuel efficient or operate 
on alternative fuels. 

 

Previous Directives 
This action reflects a requirement of Minneapolis Ordinance 341.270 “Public convenience 
and necessity” wherein a review of taxicab service levels are mandated periodically.   

Prepared or Submitted by Ricardo Cervantes, Deputy Director, Licenses and 
Consumer Services 

      

 

 

 



 

Approved by     _________________________________Date ________ 

 Ricardo Cervantes, Deputy Director, Licenses and 
Consumer Services 

 

________________________________ Date ________ 

Burt Osborn, Director, Licenses and Consumer Services 

 

________________________________ Date ________ 

Rocco Forte, Assistant City Coordinator 

Presenters in Committee: Ricardo Cervantes, Deputy Director, Licenses and Consumer 
Services 

Financial Impact (Check those that apply) 

_X_ No financial impact - or - Action is within current department budget. 

(If checked, go directly to Background/Supporting Information) 

___ Action requires an appropriation increase to the Capital Budget 

___ Action requires an appropriation increase to the Operating Budget 

___ Action provides increased revenue for appropriation increase 

___ Action requires use of contingency or reserves 

___ Other financial impact (Explain):  

___Request provided to the Budget Office when provided to the Committee 
Coordinator 

 

Community Impact (use any categories that apply) 

City Goals, Increased taxicab service to the community, and visitors. 

Background/Supporting Information Attach 

Licenses and Consumer Services 
Ricardo Cervantes, Deputy Director 

 

Staff Report on Taxicab Services 

August 9, 2006 



 

Minneapolis Code of Ordinances Chapter 341.270 currently requires the City Council to 
periodically consider whether public convenience and necessity warrant the authorization 
and issuance of additional taxicab licenses.  In compliance with this directive a public 
hearing was held before PSRS committee on May 17th, 2006 and continued on June 7th, 
2006 at which time the committee received extensive testimony, comment, 
correspondence, and documentary evidence into the official record for this matter.  The 
committee determined that public convenience and necessity warrant the authorization and 
issuance of additional taxicab licenses within the City of Minneapolis.  The committee further 
determined that the City of Minneapolis should pursue innovations in delivery of taxicab 
service in the areas of environmental stability, while addressing underserved communities 
including the disabled and non-English speaking populations.  A finding of fact, conclusions, 
and recommendation was prepared and adopted by the City Council on June, 21, 2006.        
The conceptual plan to distribute up to 45 new taxicab vehicle licenses each year for four 
years, as approved by the committee and City Council, has been prepared as an official 
amendment to Chapter 341 of the Code of Ordinances.   

 

The amendment will allow the Licenses and Consumer Services Division to distribute up to 
45 taxicab vehicle licenses in each of the next four years to new and/or existing taxicab 
service companies.  At the end of the fourth year, the restriction on the number of taxicab 
vehicle licenses will be removed and full deregulation of taxicab vehicle license limits will 
have occurred.  The amendment contains a provision that all new service companies have a 
minimum fleet size of 15 vehicles, and that 10% of these vehicles be wheelchair accessible, 
and that 10% be of the fuel efficient and/or alternative fuel type.  Existing taxicab service 
companies will have until 2008 to provide wheel chair accessible vehicles and fuel efficient 
and/or alternative fuel vehicles at a rate of 5% of their active fleet.  By 2009 the existing 
service companies shall have a minimum fleet size of 15 vehicles, and shall have at least 
10% of their active fleet be wheelchair accessible and 10% be of the fuel efficient or 
alternative fuel type.    As an incentive to operate wheelchair accessible, fuel efficient or 
alternative fuel vehicles, taxicab owners will not be charged a license fee for those vehicles 
licenses.  The chart below depicts the actual number of wheelchair accessible, and fuel 
efficient/alternative fuel vehicles that will be mandated for each taxicab service company, as 
they exist today. 

 

Projected wheelchair accessible and fuel efficient / alternative fuel vehicle 
requirements 

 

Company In 
Service  

Not in 
Service 

2008 required 

5% wheelchair 

2008 required 

5% Fuel efficient 

2009 required 

10% 
wheelchair 

2009 required 

10% fuel 
efficient 

       

Yellow 55 9 2.75 (3) 2.75 (3) 5.5 (6) 5.5 (6) 

Blue and 
White 

55 0 2.75 (3) 2.75 (3) 5.5 (6) 5.5 (6) 



Red and White 51 0 2.55 (3) 2.55 (3) 5.1 (5) 5.1 (5) 

Rainbow 49 1 2.45 (2) 2.45 (2) 4.9 (5) 4.9 (5) 

Green & White 50 0 2.5 (3) 2.5 (3) 5.0 (5) 5.0 (5) 

Airport 43 1 2.15 (2) 2.15 (2) 4.3 (4) 4.3 (4) 

ABC 22 0 1.1 (1) 1.1 (1) 2.2 (2) 2.2 (2) 

Air Connect 22 0 1.1 (1) 1.1 (1) 2.2 (2) 2.2 (2)  

AYS 12 0 .6 (1) .6 (1) 1.5 (2) 1.5 (2) 

Minneapolis 9 0 .45 (0) .45 (0) 1.5 (2) 1.5 (2) 

Skybird 5 0 .25 (0) .25 (0) 1.5 (2) 1.5 (2) 

       

Totals 373 11 19 19 41 41 

       

 

 

 

New Companies 

 

New company 
(samples) 

In 
Servic
e  

Not in 
Service 

2008 required 

10% 
wheelchair 

2008 required 

10% Fuel efficient 

2009 required 

10% 
wheelchair 

2009 required 

10% fuel 
efficient 

New company  15 0 1.5 (2) 1.5 (2) 1.5 (2) 1.5 (2) 

New company 25 0 2.5 (3) 2.5 (3) 2.5 (3) 2.5 (3) 

       

 

 

* Required vehicles are rounded up at .5 and higher, and rounded down from .4 and 
lower.    

 

 
Alternative fuel vehicle definition: 



 

Alternative fuels are substantially non-petroleum and yield energy security and 
environmental benefits.  As defined by the Energy policy Act of 1993 Department of Energy 
currently recognizes the following as alternative fuels: 

 
• A mixture containing 85% or more by volume of alcohol fuel, including methanol and 

denatured ethanol. 
• Natural Gas (compressed or liquefied). 
• Liquefied petroleum gas (propane). 
• Hydrogen. 
• Coal-derived liquid fuels. 
• Fuels derived from biological materials. 
• Electricity (including electricity from solar energy). 
• 100 % bio diesel (B100). 

 
Fuel efficient vehicle definition: 

 

A fuel efficient vehicle shall be a four door passenger vehicle with an EPA “City” fuel 
consumption rating of 23 miles per gallon.  (Fuel economy.gov) 

 

Limited Licenses 

 
Minneapolis Ordinance 341.310 currently permits licensed taxicab service companies to add 
taxicabs to their fleets during the cold weather months of October through April.   These 
additional taxicabs are referred to in Chapter 341 as “Limited Licenses”, and a common 
industry term for these licenses are “Winter Taxicabs”.  Existing service companies may 
apply for such additional licenses at a rate of one (1) limited license for every five (5) 
regular licenses.  The amendment proposes to increase the availability of these limited 
licenses in each of the next four years until the maximum number of limited licenses is lifted 
completely by 2010. 

 

Revenue issues: 

 
2005 Revenue collected per license type 

 

Taxicab vehicle license fees  $198,682.00 

Taxicab driver license fees  $  74,954.00 

Taxicab service company fees $  14,256.00 



 

Total Taxicab related license fees $287.892.00 

 


