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SEH No. AMPLS00802.00   Minneapolis 

 
 
 
Jon Wertjes 
Director 
Department of Public Works 
350 5th Street Room 233 
Minneapolis, MN 55415 
 
Dear Mr. Wertjes: 
 
The firm of Short Elliott Hendrickson (SEH) is pleased to prepare the application for Federal 
Transportation Project Funding under the New Freedom Program. This funding would be used to develop 
an Accessible Pedestrian Signal (APS) pilot project. This proposed two-year project would test the 
effectiveness and practicality of the specially designed equipment to assist disabled individuals in 
crossing busy intersections with traffic signal control. The New Freedom funding service is a federal 
program that operates on a 80% federal 20% local basis. It is anticipated that this proposed project would 
cost $125,000, with $100,000 federal funds and a $25,000 local match. The local match will be obtained 
through Public Works capital funds. 
 
The APS equipment is particularly designed to assist the blind and deaf in crossing signalized 
intersections to allow easier and safer access to bus stops in urbanized areas. The APS System utilizes 
lights, audible signals, vibro-tactile push buttons, and other sensory improvements to guide disabled 
individuals to the pedestrian push buttons at high activity intersections (particularly along bus routes) to 
let them know when and where to safely cross the street. 
 
The project includes the installation, operation, and maintenance of this state of the art pedestrian crossing 
equipment at nine (9) locations in downtown, outlying business areas, and special use areas. The 
suggested locations are as follows: 
 
1st Ave. N and 6th St. N 
W. Franklin Ave and Lyndale Ave S  
Hennepin Ave S and W. Lake St  
University Ave SE and 15th Ave SE 
12th St South and 2nd Ave S 
Nicollet Mall and 6th St S 
3rd Ave S and 5th St S 
E. Franklin Ave and E River Pkwy 
12th Ave S and 54th St. South 
 
These locations were chosen to test a wide variety of usage types and surrounding circumstances to 
determine whether or not widespread application of this technology is feasible, effective, and practical. 
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The process to evaluate the APS system will need to consider safety, ease of use, cost to install and 
maintain, impact on surrounding property (noise), as well as the impacts of the surrounding environment 
on the APS System. We propose that the following methods be used as the evaluation tools: 
 

1) Before and after accident records 
2) Survey distributed to appropriate disability organizations 
3) Manual and/or electronic observations at project locations 
4) Maintenance records 
5) Complaints received at project locations 
6) Physical observations and on-site interview to determine impacts of 

surrounding sounds (sirens, LRT whistles, etc) 
7) Bus stop load counts 

 
We are currently meeting with appropriate Met Council representatives, assembling information, and 
preparing forms needed for the Monday, August 20 submittal deadline. All support documents including 
letters of support will be needed by Friday, August 17th. If any modifications or additional comments need 
to be made please contact me as soon as possible at 612-758-6708. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
 
Thomas F. Becker 
Senior Transportation Engineer 
Short Elliott Hendrickson 
Butler Square Building, Suite 710C 
100 North 6th Street 
Minneapolis, MN 55403 
 
 


