
 

 

Request for City Council Committee Action 
from the Department of Regulatory Services 

 
Date:  August 1, 2008 
 
To:  Don Samuels, Chair Public Safety & Regulatory Services with referral to 

Paul Ostrow, Chair Ways and Means/Budget Committee 
 
Subject:  FTE and budget increase in Revolving Account 
 
Recommendation: 
 
Authorize acceptance of 1,250,000 from Hennepin County for demolition support, 
with related assessment revenue paid to Hennepin County, and direction to the 
proper City officials to execute the related contracts. 

Direct the Finance Department to:  

• increase the revenue estimate for the Department of Regulatory Services 
(01600-8351000) by $2,550,000 for increased revenues and the County 
funding,  

• increase the appropriation for the Department of Regulatory Services (Fund 
01600-8351000) by $1,900,000, and 

 
• Increase Department of Regulatory Services & Emergency Preparedness by up 

to 8 FTE 
 
Previous Directives:   
None 
 
Prepared by:  Lee Larson, Manager of Operations Support, Department of Regulatory 
Services 
 
Approved by:_________________________________________________ 
Rocco Forte, Assistant City Coordinator of Regulatory Services and Emergency Preparedness 
 
Presenters in Committee:  Rocco Forte 

Reviews 
• Permanent Review Committee (PRC): Approval _N/A__ Date ________________  
• Policy Review Group (PRG):     Approval _N/A__ Date ________________ 



Financial Impact 
• No financial impact 
• X Action requires an appropriation increase to the ___ Capital Budget or _X__ Operating 

Budget 
• X Action provides increased revenue for appropriation increase  
• Action requires use of contingency or reserves 
• Action is within the Business Plan 
• Action requires a change to the Business Plan 
• Other financial impact  
• Request provided to the Finance Department when provided to the Committee 

Coordinator 

Community Impact 
• Neighborhood Notification 
• City Goals 
• Comprehensive Plan 
• Zoning Code 
• Other 

Supporting Information 

County Funding 

Hennepin County has agreed to provide the City with $1,250,000 for increased 
demolitions.  However, no funding was provided for the staffing needed to 
implement those increased demolitions. 

Increased Revenues 

For 2008, Regulatory Services raised administrative fees related to assessments 
and also raised VBR fees.  After a review of 2007 receipts and 2008 year to date 
revenues, we are conservatively projecting an ongoing revenue increase to the 
revolving account of $1,300,000 per year.  This increase is included in the 2009 
revolving account budget request. 

Staffing Request 

Eight FTE are needed to implement the increased demolition activity.  On an 
ongoing basis, those 8 FTE are needed to manage the increased workload in order 
to focus on enforcements for chronic offenders in Problem Properties and Problem 
Licenses.  We are asking for $650,000 for the rest of 2008 for the cost of the 8 FTE 
and their related expenses.   

Demolition funding and activities 

CPED provided funding of $170,000 for demolitions.  In addition, the department 
allocated $530,000 for Chapter 249 demolitions.  30 buildings have been 
demolished so far in 2008.  If this request is approved, we plan to demolish 70 
more buildings using 2008 funding.  However, actual numbers will be determined 
by the cost per demolition, although we are committing to demolishing 50 
buildings using the County funding. 



Resolved by The City Council of The City of Minneapolis:  

That the above-entitled resolution, as amended, be further amended by:  

Direct the Finance Department to:  

• increase the revenue estimate for the Department of Regulatory Services 
(01600-8351000) by $2,550,000 for increased revenues and the County 
funding,  

• increase the appropriation for the Department of Regulatory Services (Fund 
01600-8351000) by $1,900,000, and 

 
• Increase Department of Regulatory Services & Emergency Preparedness by up 

to 8 FTE 

 


