
 

  
 

Request for City Council Committee Action 
From the Departments of Public Works  

 
Date:  July 21, 2009 
 
To:   Honorable Sandra Colvin Roy, Chair Transportation & Public Works Committee 
 
Subject:  Hennepin County Project No. 0612 Layout for the Osseo Road (CSA 152) 

and Victory Memorial Drive intersection.  
 
Recommendation:  

Adoption of a Resolution Approving the Hennepin County layout for the 
reconstruction of the Osseo Road (CSA 152) and Victory Memorial Drive 
intersection. 

 
Prepared by:  Jim Steffel, Supervisor Eng Tech II, Traffic and Parking Services, 673-2317 
  Steve Mosing, P.E., Traffic and Parking Services, 673-5746 
 
Approved by:  

             ___________________________________________ 
 Steven A. Kotke, P.E., City Engineer, Director of Public Works 
              

Presenters:   Steve Mosing, P.E., PTOE, Traffic and Parking Services 
 
Reviews:  
 Permanent Review Committee (PRC): Not Applicable 
 Civil Rights Affirmative Action Plan:  Not Applicable 
 Policy review Group (PRG):    Not Applicable 
 
Financial Impact (Check those that apply) 
_X_ No financial impact - or - Action is within current department budget  (If checked, go 

directly to Background/Supporting Information) 
___     Action requires an appropriation increase to the Capital Budget 
___ Action requires an appropriation increase to the Operating Budget 
___ Action provides increased revenue for appropriation increase 
___ Action requires use of contingency or reserves 
___ Business Plan:   __ Action is within the plan.    ___ Action requires a change to plan. 
___ Other financial impact (Explain):          
___ Request provided to department’s Finance Dept. contact when provided to the 
 Committee Coordinator 
 



Background/Supporting Information 
 
Hennepin County is proposing the reconstruction of the Osseo Road (CSA 152) and Victory 
Memorial Drive intersection to improve traffic operations and safety by modifying the alignment 
of the intersection. The county has acquired additional Right-of-Way in the northwest quadrant 
of the intersection. This acquisition provides for a realignment of the intersection that eliminates 
the current skew by joining the two streets at a ninety-degree angle. 
 
Public Works staff has participated in three neighborhood meetings regarding this project. 
 

• March 2009 - Victory Neighborhood Meeting, Hennepin County, Public Works 
• April 2009 - Victory Neighborhood Meeting, Hennepin County, Public Works 
• May 2009 - Open House, Residents, Hennepin County, Public Works 

 
Concurrent Initiatives 
 
Currently, Public Works is conducting a traffic study of the segment of Victory Memorial Drive 
between Osseo Road and Xerxes Ave N. Neighborhood residents have expressed an interest in 
traffic calming options for this roadway segment; however, to date, the neighborhood has not 
circulated a petition or identified a funding source for traffic calming measures. 
 
The current public works traffic study is essentially an update of a previous traffic study 
undertaken by public works in 2005 to address neighborhood resident concerns about cut-
through traffic and speeding on the same roadway segment.  
 
Following is a summary of the study conclusions: 
 

• During am peak hour 17 of 45 vehicles were cut-through 
• During pm peak hour  6 of 32 vehicles were cut-through 
• The 85th percentile speed was found to be 30 mph 
• The average speed was found to be 27 mph 
• Three percent of the motorists were traveling at speeds in excess of 35 mph 
• There was no history of a crash problem at any of the segment intersections 

 
Although the actual number of cut-through vehicles was relatively low, they represented a 
significant percentage of the traffic on this low-volume street segment, thirty-eight percent am 
and 19 percent pm. Additionally, the study found that the cut-through traffic, was travelling at a 
disproportionally  higher average speed.  
 
To address the cut-through traffic issue, Public Works evaluated the control at the intersection 
of Osseo Road and Victory Memorial Parkway. The then existing No-turn-on-red (NTOR) signs 
at the intersection were a significant source of delay and were unwarranted according to city 
guidelines. Public Works recommended the removal of the NTOR signs to improve intersection 
operations. A follow-up study conducted following the removal of the NTOR signs indicated the 
number of peak-hour cut-through vehicles on Victory Memorial Drive was significantly lower. To 
address the speeding issue, public works coordinated with the police department to increase the 
level of speed limit enforcement in the area. 
 
Public Works will continue to work with the Victory Neighborhood to address traffic safety 
concerns. Data collected for the current study effort is under review and a recommendation is 
forthcoming. Public works will be meeting with the residents living on and near this roadway 
segment in the near future to discuss the study results and the accompanying recommendation. 



 
The public works traffic studies in this area will also provide a good benchmark against which to 
compare future traffic patterns following the completion of the county project. 
 
 
Attachment:   Existing Intersection Layout (orthographic view) 
  Proposed Intersection Layout (orthographic view) 
  Hennepin County Plan Set Dated 01/13/09 
 

Cc: Council President Barbara Johnson, Ward 4 
 


