
 
Request for City Council Committee Action 
From the Department of Public Works 

 
Date:  September 14, 2010 
 
To:   Honorable Sandra Colvin Roy, Chair Transportation & Public Works Committee 
 
Subject: Central Corridor Agreements 
 
Recommendation: 

A. Authorize proper city officers to finalize and execute an agreement with the 
Metropolitan Council regarding removal of motor vehicle traffic from a portion of 
Washington Avenue in the City of Minneapolis for the Central Corridor Light Rail 
Transit Project in accordance with the terms described herein. 

B. Authorize proper city officers to finalize and execute an agreement with the 
Metropolitan Council, Regents of the University of Minnesota, and Hennepin 
County related to the Central Corridor Light Rail Transit Project and issues that 
affect the University of Minnesota in accordance with the terms described herein. 

  
Previous Directives: 

o July 11, 2008, Authorize the proper City officers to execute a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU1) with the Metropolitan Council, Regents of the University 
of Minnesota, the Hennepin County Regional Railroad Authority, and Hennepin 
County (“Parties”) for the purpose of defining the scope and commitment of the 
Parties to the Central Corridor Project mitigation issues and provide further 
direction to develop a second MOU which will define and detail specific design, 
construction, and operation issues related to the Project. 

o June 20, 2008, Approval of Preliminary Design Plans 
o June 16, 2006: Resolution 2006R-342, Recommending Light Rail Transit for the 

Central Corridor. 
o June 16, 2006: Approve summary comments and final detailed comments on the 

draft EIS regarding the Central Corridor Project. 
 
Prepared by:  Heidi Hamilton, Deputy Director, Minneapolis Public Works Department 

Brette Hjelle, Public Works Management Services and Budget 
 
Approved by: _________________________________________________________ 
  Steven A. Kotke, P. E., City Engineer, Director of Public Works               
 
Presenters: Heidi Hamilton 
 
Reviews 

Permanent Review Committee (PRC): Approval           Date  N/A 

Civil Rights Affirmative Action Plan  Approval           Date  N/A 

Policy Review Group (PRG):     Approval           Date  N/A 
 
Financial Impact 

Action is within current department budget 
 



Community Impact 
 Neighborhood Notification:  Nothing required at this time 

City Goals:  Consistent 
 Comprehensive Plan:  Consistent 
 Zoning Code:  Not Applicable 
 
Background/Supporting Information: 
The Central Corridor Light Rail Transit project is an 11-mile LRT line connecting downtown 
Minneapolis and downtown St. Paul.  The Central Corridor line run through the University of 
Minnesota campus and will link with the Hiawatha LRT line as well as the Northstar Commuter 
Rail line.  In July 2008 the City entered into a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU1) with the 
Metropolitan Council, the Regents of the University of Minnesota, the Hennepin County 
Regional Rail Authority and Hennepin County for the purpose of defining the scope and 
commitment of the Parties to the Central Corridor Project mitigation issues and provide further 
direction to develop a second Memorandum of Understanding to define and detail specific 
design, construction, and operation issues related to the Project. 
 
The Agreement between the four parties was reached after several months of mediated 
discussions between the University of Minnesota and Metropolitan Council.  The second 
agreement is between the Met Council and the City of Minneapolis for purposes of protecting 
the city from risks assumed in the four-party agreement related to prohibiting general traffic from 
Washington Avenue between Pleasant Street SE and Walnut Street SE.  In general, city staff 
from the Mayor’s Office, Public Works, and City Attorney’s Office have strived to negotiate an 
Agreement that protects the city’s interests and provide cooperation in satisfying concerns from 
the University about the impact of the Central Corridor LRT to the campus.   
 
A summary of the key terms of each agreement is provided below.  
 
Recommendation A - Interagency agreement regarding removal of motor vehicle traffic 
from a portion of Washington Avenue in the City of Minneapolis for the Central Corridor 
Light rail Transit Project.  
 
This agreement is between the Metropolitan Council and the City of Minneapolis is necessary to 
protect the city from claims for damages that may be made due to the restriction of general 
traffic from Washington Avenue.   It is planned that the City will assume jurisdiction of 
Washington Avenue between approximately Pleasant Street SE and University Avenue SE.  
The City will, therefore, be responsible for prohibiting general traffic on the Washington Avenue 
Transit Mall between Pleasant Street SE and Walnut Street SE.  The Metropolitan Council has 
agreed, at its cost, to indemnity, defend and hold harmless the City of Minneapolis from 
allegations of damaged property due to the limitation of vehicular traffic on Washington Avenue.   
 
Recommendation B - Agreement for the Central Corridor Light Rail Transit Project 
through the University of Minneapolis, Twin Cities – Minneapolis Campus 
 
Key terms of the Agreement that affect the City are summarized below.  The Agreement: 

1. Is between the Metropolitan Council, the Regents of the University of Minnesota, 
Hennepin County and the City of Minneapolis 

2. Supersedes the earlier Memorandum of Understanding between the Metropolitan 
Council, Regents of the University of Minnesota, the City of Minneapolis, the Hennepin 
County Regional Rail Authority and Hennepin County (MOU1). 

3. Identifies the project improvements that will be made by the Metropolitan Council on or 
near the University Campus. 

4. Recognizes that additional funding may become available within the project budget to 
add project improvements and that such additional improvements to the project scope 
will be considered by the parties.   

5. Identifies improvements that will be included in the project but paid for by the University. 



6. Identifies construction that will be completed by the University to accommodate the 
project, the cost for which the Metropolitan Council will reimburse the University. 

7. Stipulates that the University may request changes to the construction contract at 
University expense. 

8. Commits the parties to strongly support and advocate for the implementation of 
transportation system improvements in connection with the project that are not eligible 
for Project funding and specifically identifies pursuing full funding and completion of 
Granary Road. 

9. Stipulates, consistent with MOU1, that certain street traffic improvements in and around 
the University shall require agreement from the responsible road authority, the 
University, and the Metropolitan Council.  The agreement further states that all 
engineered design elements of the Washington Avenue Transit Mall shall be approved 
by the city.  The vast majority of design decisions have been made and resolved among 
all parties at this point in the project.  

10. Allows for the City and County each to be reimbursed for up to $200,000 in costs for city 
staff time for our project manager.  The University is being provided with up to $400,000 
of reimbursement.  

11. Identifies agreement between the Metropolitan Council and the University, excluding the 
City and County, related to the design, construction, mitigation, pre-revenue testing of 
mitigation systems, certification protocol and ongoing monitoring related to 
electromagnetic impacts and vibration. 

12. Establishes the arrangement between the Metropolitan Council and the University 
regarding construction in and around campus and related to historic preservation, and 
commits the city to work cooperatively in making efforts to reduce the impact of traffic on 
the University’s Old Campus Historic District. 

13. Stipulates the following agreement related to the Washington Avenue Transit/Pedestrian 
Mall, to be located between Pleasant Street SE and Walnut Street SE: 

a. Design shall be as agreed to by the parties in the construction plans with 
changes requiring approvals from interested parties as specified. 

b. Parties who do work that damages the transit mall shall restore the mall to the 
condition it was in prior to the work.  To the extent that parties not signatory to 
the Agreement cannot be forced to complete restoration, the Met Council shall be 
responsible for restoration.    

c. The Met Council shall maintain LRT stations and the University shall provide day 
to day maintenance of the transit mall including snow removal, landscaping, and 
solid waste removal. 

d. Allows the University to install and operate security cameras. 
e. General vehicular traffic shall be prohibited except for delivery trucks permitted 

by the city to access private properties between 7 pm and 7 am. 
f. Commits the University to maintain Walnut and Harvard Street north of 

Washington Avenue, which are University streets, to generally remain open to 
traffic exiting from south of Washington Avenue. 

g. Buses shall drive on the LRT tracks between Church and Walnut Streets unless 
there are unanticipated issues with vibration or it is determined that such 
operation unreasonably increases the risk to pedestrians, cyclists or vehicles. 

14. Commits the Metropolitan Council to ensuring that the complex intersection of Huron 
Boulevard/23rd Avenue/25th Avenue/University Avenue shall operate at the minimum 
level of service that the traffic modeling, upon which decisions were made, indicates can 
be achieved.  

15. Outlines the intent of the County to turn back Washington Avenue between Pleasant Ave 
SE and University Ave SE to the city and the City’s agreement to accepting this segment 
of roadway and the intent of city to consider and adopt an ordinance to prohibit general 
traffic from the Washington Avenue Transit/Pedestrian Mall as agreed to. 

16. Establishes the transfer of land and easements between the four parties to provide the 
project with necessary easements and “clean up” a number of right-of-way issues to 



ensure roads are physically located on easements belonging to the appropriate road 
authority. 

17. Commits the City to granting easements to the University for the pedestrian bridges 
across Washington Avenue that are in place today. 

18. Establishes dispute resolution procedures that require non-binding mediation prior to 
pursuing other available legal remedies and allows parties to agree to submit to binding 
arbitration.  Costs of dispute resolution shall be covered by the parities to the dispute. 

19. Establishes this Agreement as the complete agreement between the parties related to 
Central Corridor LRT except for specific agreement that have been identified in the 
agreement, such as the City’s funding agreements with the Metropolitan Council. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
cc: Peter Wagenius, Mayor’s Office 
 Corey Conover, City Attorney’s Office 


