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Request for City Council Committee Action
from the Department of Intergovernmental Relations

Date: October 7, 2009

To: Chair Hodges

Referral to: IGR Committee

Subject: 2010 Legislative Agenda

Recommendation: Receive and File the supporting information. The information is background
material for presentations to be made in committee on October 13. The information and
presentations will assist in developing the 2010 Legislative Agenda.

Prepared by: IGR Staff

Approved by Gene Ranieri

Presenters in Committee: IGR, City Attorney and Regulatory Services staff

Supporting Information. The City Attorney’s Office and Regulatory Services will present their
2010 legislative proposals. The City Attorney’s proposals include changes to criminal and civil
law. Regulatory Services’ proposal recommends changes to liquor licensing.
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Amend MS 609.02, Subd.
16 (Definitions section of the
criminal code)

Amend to include violations
of 609.79 (harassing phone
calls); 609.2661, 609.2662
and 609.2662 (murder of an
unborn child in the 1%, 2™
and 3" degrees; and
violations of 609.267,
609.2671, and 609.2672
(assault of an unborn child
in the 1%, 2" and 3™
degrees) as qualified
domestic violence-related
offences for enhancement to
gross misdemeanors or
felonies.

Allows these additional
domestic-violence related
offenses to serve as a basis
for enhancing the penalty
level for new cases.

Yes. Bed space impact.

City Attorney

The following chart represents new legislative proposals from the City Attorney’s office for 2010. Unless
amended by the committee, items included in the 2009 legislative agenda remain. Many items from the
2009 agenda remain priorities for the City Attorney’s office.




Amend MS 609.224 (5"
degree assault), or 609.2242
(domestic assault).

Create a new law that enhances the
penalty from a misdemeanor to a
gross for assaults committed in the
presence of children.

Children who witness
violence, particularly
domestic violence, are at
greater risk for drug and
alcohol dependency and
juvenile and adult
criminal behavior.

No. Local fiscal
impact. County level.

Amend MS 169.13 (reckless or
careless driving)

Amend to provide a gross
misdemeanor penalty for reckless or
careless driving conduct resulting in
a death or great bodily harm.

C.A. office has several
cases that involve death
or great bodily hard from
negligent, but not
grossly negligent driving.
Now, only option is to
charge with
misdemeanor or felony.
No option for gross.

No. Local fiscal
impact. County level.

Amend MS 169.13 (reckless
or careless driving, “Road
Rage”)

Amend to make aggressive driving
perpetrated with malicious intent a
gross misdemeanor offense.

No. Local fiscal
impact. County level

Amend MS 169A.03, Subd. 3
(DWI)

Amend to include a new subsection
as an aggravating factor: “Having
caused an accident resulting in
property damage or physical injury
to any other party.”

Accidents that result in
damage or injury to a
third party should be
eligible for more severe
sanctions under the DWI
laws.

No. Local fiscal
impact. County level.

Amend MS 624.7142 (carrying
a pistol while under the
influence of alcohol or
controlled substances).

Amend to prohibit carrying a pistol
with a blood-alcohol concentration of
.08 or more.

The current law
continues to use the
outdated .10 blood
alcohol level.

No. Local fiscal
impact. County and
city level.

Support for GAMC and other
safety net programs

The public safety section of the
agenda already has a general
statement supporting the entire
public safety system, but it does not
mention health care or social
services. The public health section
of the agenda does currently include
language supporting the public and
mental health safety net.

Safety net health
services are a vital
component to the entire
public safety system.

Yes. GAMC
unallotment was
$381M.

Oppose efforts to decriminalize
misdemeanor livability-type
offenses.

Item needs to be added to agenda.

In the 2009 session, we
successfully deflected
numerous attempts to
decriminalize several
misdemeanor, city
livability-type offenses.
Additional attempts
could be made in the
2010 session.

State, courts and
cities could reduce
their costs with some
proposed changes in
the short-run. Long-
term costs to
residual crime and
city livability negate
these savings for the
City.

Civil Proposals: Abandoned
Properties

Various options.

Requlatory Services
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340A.415 (License Revocation
or Suspension; Civil Penalty)

Amend so that conditions can be
placed on a liquor licenses unique
to a given licensee or circumstance
whether a license has already been
issued or not and without passing
individual ordinances laying out the
terms and conditions of that
particular license.

Cities have a need to
place reasonable
conditions on a liquor
license in order to deal
with local and individual
licensed liquor
establishments to better
protect the public and
ensure public safety.

No




