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Department of Community Planning and Economic Development –  
Planning Division Report 

Zoning Code Text Amendment  
 
 
Date:  September 18, 2006   
 
Initiator Of Amendment:  Council Member Goodman  
 
Date of Introduction at City Council:  July 21, 2006 
 
Ward:  All    
 
Planning Staff And Phone:  Michael Wee, (612) 673-5468 
 
Intent Of The Ordinance:  The intent of the amendment is to maintain the City’s existing regulations 
related to sexually-oriented businesses by not replacing Article IV of Chapter 549 of the code with 
Minnesota Statute Section 617.242.   
 
Appropriate Section(s) of the Zoning Code:   
Chapter 549:  Downtown Districts.   
 
Background:  The proposed amendment will maintain Article IV of Chapter 549 of Minneapolis Code 
of Ordinance and not replaced with Minnesota Statute Section 617.242.  Under subdivision 7 of the 
Minnesota Statute Section 612.242, which was codified on May 27, 2006, “a county, town, or city may 
adopt an ordinance or regulations that is consistent with this section, that supersedes or is in whole or 
in part more restrictive than this section, or that this section does not apply in the county, town, or city, 
and the county, town, or city ordinance applies.”  The city of Minneapolis intends to maintain its 
existing regulations related to sexually-oriented uses, as defined under the code of ordinances, by not 
replacing Article IV of Chapter 549 of the code with Minnesota Statute Section 617.242.   
 
 
Purpose For The Amendment: 
 

What is the reason for the amendment? 
What problem is the amendment designed to solve? 
What public purpose will be served by the amendment? 
What problems might the amendment create? 
 
 
The amendment will continue the City’s practice of concentrating sexually oriented uses in the 
downtown districts.  A recent statute passed by the State has allowed chartered cities to adopt 
their own ordinances to regulate sexually-oriented businesses.  The City of Minneapolis will 
exercise this option by not replacing its Article IV of Chapter 549 of the city code with State 
Statute Section 617.242. 
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The new statute related to sexually oriented uses offers a model of dispersion of such uses, which 
is contrary to the existing City policy of concentration of these uses.  The amendment would 
allow the City to continue to restrict the establishment of sexually-oriented businesses within the 
Downtown Districts where regulated under Article IV of Chapter 549 of the zoning code.   
 
The amendment will serve the public interest by ensuring that objectives related to public safety 
and welfare are continued to be met.  This will also ensure these uses are not in conflict with 
other uses that the zoning code was intended to protect.  
 
Planning staff does not anticipate that the amendment may cause problems relating to land use 
regulations.    
 
 

Timeliness: 
 

Is the amendment timely? 
Is the amendment consistent with practices in surrounding areas? 
Are there consequences in denying this amendment? 
 
The amendment is designed to maintain our existing ordinance related to sexually-oriented 
businesses and uses within the Downtown Districts.  This amendment is timely when Minn. 
Statute Section 617.242 was codified on May 27, 2006 allowing chartered cities to adopt their 
own ordinances to regulate sexually-oriented businesses/uses.         
 
Although regulatory practices on sexually-oriented businesses will differ from municipality to 
another, this amendment will bring the zoning code more into alignment with the purpose of 
public safety and welfare for the City of Minneapolis.      

  
The consequences of denying the amendment to not replace Article IV of Chapter 549 with 
Minnesota Statute 617.242 will reverse city’s goal and policy to bring sexually-oriented 
businesses in a centralized area within the Downtown Districts.   

 
Comprehensive Plan: 
 

How will this amendment implement the Comprehensive Plan? 
 
The amendment will implement the following policy of the comprehensive plan. 
 
Policy 1.9  Minneapolis will work to enhance the appeal of city living by improving residents’ 
actual and perceived sense of safety and security. 
Policy 4.4  Minneapolis will continue to provide a wide range of goods and services for city 
residents, to promote employment opportunities, to encourage the use and adaptive reuse of 
existing commercial buildings, and to maintain and improve compatibility with surrounding 
areas. 
Policy 4.8  Minneapolis will enhance Downtown’s position as a regional retail center which 
provides a shopping experience that is entertaining and unique in the region. 
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Staff comment:  The amendment is consistent with the comprehensive plan by protecting public 
safety and welfare, and by promoting a compatible land use within a district, consistent with the 
intent of the zoning code. 
  

Recommendation Of The CPED Planning Division: 
 
The CPED Planning Division recommends that the City Planning Commission and City Council adopt 
the above findings and approve the zoning code text amendment.   
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