
 
 

Request for City Council Committee Action 
From the Department of Regulatory Services 

 
 
Date: April 28, 2004 
To: Council Member Dan Niziolek, Chair  
Public Safety and Regulatory Services Committee   
Referral to: Ways and Means   
 
Subject: Resolution relating to Demolition or Rehabilitation of Certain Vacant and 
Boarded Buildings without Matching NRP Funds. 
 
Recommendation: That the proposed resolution be passed. 
   
Previous Directives: Council direction on February 15, 1996 providing that the City’s 
Hazardous / Boarded Buildings Budget each year be based on matching neighborhood 
NRP commitments. 
 
 
Prepared or Submitted by:  Clara Schmit-Gonzalez, Deputy Director 
      673-3851 
    
Approved by : _____________________ 
  Merwyn Larson, Director of Inspections 
 
 
  _______________________ 

Lori Olson, Assistant City Coordinator 
  Operations and Regulatory Services 
 
                      ___________________________ 
  John Moir 
  City Coordinator 
 
 
 
Presenters in Committee: Merwyn Larson,  Director 
 

Financial Impact (Check those that apply) 
__X_ No financial impact - or - Action is within current department budget. 
        (If checked, go directly to Background/Supporting Information) 

 
 ___ Action requires an appropriation increase to the Capital Budget  
 ___ Action requires an appropriation increase to the Operating Budget 
 ___ Action provides increased revenue for appropriation increase 



 ___ Action requires use of contingency or reserves 
 ___ Other financial impact (Explain): 
          

___Request provided to the Budget Office when provided to the Committee Coordinator 
 
 
 Community Impact (use any categories that apply) 
 Neighborhood Notification 
 City Goals 1, 2 & 5 
 Comprehensive Plan 
 Zoning Code 
 Other 
 
 
Background/Supporting Information  
 
  
 The Problem Properties Taskforce, in looking at some of the issues related to 
repeat nuisance and criminal activities on certain properties in the City, has 
recommended that under certain circumstances, when funds are available, some 
properties should be demolished or rehabilitated without matching NRP funds. This is a 
change to previous council action in February of 1996 that established a practice of 
requiring neighborhood approval and matching dollars to demolish vacant and boarded 
buildings. 
 
 Some circumstances have changed over time. Neighborhood Revitalization 
Program funds are more limited, while at the same time the number of buildings in the 
City that are vacant and boarded has been significantly reduced. Additionally, the City 
and neighborhoods have emphasized rehabilitation where that makes financial sense. 
As a result of all of these factors, fewer buildings have been demolished over the last 
few years, meaning that in some cases, funds designated for demolition of vacant and 
boarded buildings have remained unused at the end of the year. 
 
 The Problem Properties Taskforce is proposing that, in light of these new 
circumstances, and when significant repeat problems of a nuisance or criminal nature 
relate to a vacant and boarded building, that certain buildings may be demolished or 
rehabilitated without matching neighborhood funds, as funding is available. City staff in 
conjunction with the Problem Properties Taskforce will establish criteria to rank 
properties for this type of demolition or rehabilitation. The normal billing and assessment 
processes will be used to recover the costs and any fees associated with these 
processes.  
 
 This will provide another option for dealing with some problem properties. 


