Carbon monoxide kills 3 in Minneapolis
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Carbon monoxide poisoning killed three people in this house on Girard Ave. N. in
Minneapolis Thursday night
Two men and a boy found in a north Minneapolis house apparently were overcome by
fumes from a gas generator.
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Two men and a 14-year-old boy died Thursday when they were overcome by carbon
monoxide fumes from a gas generator they were using inside a north Minneapolis home,
police said.
Firefighters responded to the home about 6:30 p.m. Thursday after being called with
reports that several people were inside the home unconscious. When they arrived, they
found two men and a boy, the son of one of the men, said Minneapolis police spokesman
Jesse Garcia. A gas-powered generator was running in the basement of the house, where
the electricity and gas had been turned off in the past couple days, Garcia said.
Efforts to revive the victims were unsuccessful. The two men died at the scene. The boy
was rushed to Hennepin County Medical Center, where he was pronounced dead.

Friends of the victims identified them as Harold Barnett, his 14-year-old son Terrell
Barnett and their friend Raymond Carr.
Harold Barnett, 44, had moved into the house, a white rambler on the corner of Girard
and 17th Avenues N., a few months ago, said his longtime friend John Baker. Though
Barnett was having financial difficulties, he had tried to put the gas and electricity
accounts in his name so they could stay hooked up, but after they were shut off he had to
resort to using the generator, Baker said.
Minneapolis police and firefighters worked Thursday night to clear the house of the
deadly fumes, which stayed at high levels for several hours. Neighbors and family
members gathered at the corner, at one point making a large prayer circle that stretched
across the street.
Ruth Berry, another longtime friend of Barnett, said her grandchildren called him "Papa."
He had "too much love," she said. Terrell liked to play video games and was always
being silly, "laughing like a hyena," she said.
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