
 

Request for City Council Committee Action 
from the Fire Department 

 
Date:   February 14, 20100 
 
To:   Don Samuels, Chair, Public Safety, Civil Rights & Health Committee 
   Betsy Hodges, Chair, Ways and Means/Budget Committee 

 
Subject:   Minneapolis Fire Department Standard of Coverage 
 
 
Recommendation: Receive and file 
 
 
Previous Directives:   
 

January 28, 2011 adoption of Resolution 2011R-050 amending the 2011 General 
Appropriation Resolution. Resolved by The City Council of The City of Minneapolis: 
That the above-entitled Resolution, as amended, be further amended by modifying 
footnote “t” to read as follows: “t) The Fire Department should evaluate the current 
Council policy related to the Standard of Coverage in the context of the 2011 budget 
resources allocated to the Department and report back to the Public Safety & Health 
and Ways & Means/Budget Committees no later than February 15th 22nd with 
recommendations for any changes to that policy.” 
 
December 17, 2010 Adoption of the 2011 General Appropriation Resolution 
Footnote t: “The Fire Department should evaluate the current Council policy related 
to the Standard of Coverage in the context of the 2011 budget resources allocated to 
the Department and report back to the Public Safety & Health and Ways & 
Means/Budget Committees no later than February 15th with recommendations for 
any changes to that policy.” 

   
July 22, 2005 Adopt Standard of Coverage; and Direct budget staff to present 
recommendations to City Council to achieve the necessary revisions to the five-year 
financial direction to provide sufficient resources to meet the standard of coverage 
during the 2006 budget process. 

 

 
Department Information   

Prepared by:  Karen Lowery Wagner 
Approved by:  Alex Jackson, Fire Chief 
Presenters in Committee:  Alex Jackson, Fire Chief 

 
Financial Impact   



• No financial impact 

Community Impact 
• Neighborhood Notification 
• City Goals 
• Comprehensive Plan 
• Zoning Code 
• Other 

Supporting Information 

In July of 2005, the City Council adopted the Minneapolis Fire Department Standard of 
Coverage.  The standard delineates the level of service the citizens can expect from the Fire 
Department.  It also established response time standards for EMS, fire and technical rescue 
response. 

Part of the standard of coverage is minimum and optimal staffing levels.  The minimum 
level is 96 fire personnel below the rank of battalion chief working a day and the optimal is 
114 per day.   

The standard was developed as part of the process to have the Minneapolis Fire Department 
accredited by the Commission on Fire Accreditation International and was also based on a 
risk analysis report prepared by CityGate, an outside consulting firm. 


