
 

 

Request for City Council Committee Action 
from the Fire Department 

Date:  February 21, 2006 

To:  Don Samuels, Chair, Public Safety and Regulatory Services 

Referral to: Paul Ostrow, Chair, Ways and Means Budget Committee and 

  Barbara Johnson, President, City Council 

Subject: Fire Department Commercial Inspection Program 

Recommendation: City Council approval and authorization for the Fire Department 
to:  (1) Move forward with a formalized Commercial Inspection Program.  

       (2) Staff the program appropriately by adding four full time positions (4 
FTE’s).  This would accommodate three Fire Inspector Coordinator Positions and 
one Office Support Specialist II position. (Actual FTE proposed positions to be 
reviewed and classified by the Human Resource Department.)  

       (3)  Authorization to work with the Budget Office to develop a fee structure 
for the Commercial Inspections that would cover the personnel and administrative 
costs to support the program; and to proceed with a request to City Council with 
an Ordinance to establish the fees. 

       (4) Authorization to apply the revenues received from the commercial 
inspection program fees to the Fire Department general fund 0100 agency 280 
organization 2870 revenue source 3455.    

Previous Directives:  N/A 
 

Prepared or Submitted by:  Marie Swerdfiger, Admin. Analyst II Phone:  673-2545. 

Approved by:  Bonnie Bleskachek, Fire Chief ________________________ 

Permanent Review Committee (PRC)  Approval _____  Not Applicable __X___ 
Note: To determine if applicable see http://insite/finance/purchasing/permanent-review-committee-overview.asp 

Policy Review Group (PRG)  Approval ____ Date of Approval ____ Not Applicable __X__ 
Note: The Policy Review Group is a committee co-chaired by the City Clerk and the City Coordinator 
that must review all requests related to establishing or changing enterprise policies. 

Presenters in Committee:  Bonnie Bleskachek, Fire Chief and Dave Dewall, Fire Marshal 
 



Financial Impact (Check those that apply) 

___ No financial impact (If checked, go directly to Background/Supporting Information). 

___ Action requires an appropriation increase to the ____ Capital Budget or ____ Operating 
Budget. 

___ Action provides increased revenue for appropriation increase. 

___ Action requires use of contingency or reserves. 

___ Business Plan: ____ Action is within the plan.    ____ Action requires a change to plan. 

_X__ Other financial impact (Explain): Revenues from inspection fees would cover the 
program operating costs. 

_X__ Request provided to department’s finance contact when provided to the Committee 
Coordinator. 

 

Community Impact (use any categories that apply) 

Neighborhood Notification 

City Goals 

Comprehensive Plan 

Zoning Code 

Other 

Background/Supporting Information:  

Fire Department Commercial Inspection Program 

Currently, there is no formal “Commercial Building Inspection Program” for the 
City of Minneapolis.  The Fire Department has inspection staff dedicated to 
inspections of commercial buildings; however, the majority of their inspection 
time is dictated by the Certificate of Occupancy process for new construction and 
remodeling projects.  Inspectors do enforce fire code issues in existing buildings; 
mostly through daily complaints.  They are not afforded the time to completely 
analyze the structures and systems for the potential discovery of deficiencies that 
pose a threat to life and property. 

A formalized inspection program will allow for existing services provided by the 
Fire Prevention Bureau to continue and will help to establish criteria for a 
thorough analysis of an entire city block and all tax parcels within the city block.  
Rather than an inspector conducting an inspection of a single address, an 
inspector can identify and evaluate the multiple occupancies within the city block 
and address all of the code issues that may or may not have an impact on adjacent 
properties. 

The program will provide for:  

Discovery of building services that can represent a fire hazard if not installed and 
maintained properly. 

Identification of improper handling, storage, control or protection issues for a 
wide variety of hazardous materials. 



Industrial processes that could introduce unusual hazards will be inspected, and 
fire protection methods appropriate for the hazards will be enforced.   

Fire Department vehicle access requirements will be enforced and maintained. 

All required life safety systems will be inspected and proper installation and 
maintenance will be required and maintained. 

In addition to enforcing fire code related issues, Fire Department will be able to 
provide an avenue for ensuring that existing City records are current and accurate, 
and appropriate recommendations will be given for updating the information for 
all City departments to reference.   

 

 

 

 


