
 
 

Request for City Council Committee Action 
From the Department of Community Planning & Economic Development 

 
Date:  January 17, 2006 
   
To:  Council Member Lisa Goodman, Community Development Cmte 
  Council Member Paul Ostrow, Ways and Means/Budget Cmte 
   
Prepared by:  Erik Hansen, Senior Project Coordinator, Phone 612-673-5022    
Presented by:  Erik Hansen 
  
Approved by:  Chuck Lutz, Deputy CPED Director   __________ 

Mike Christenson, Economic Policy and Dev. Dir. __________ 
  
Subject: Lease of 1256 Penn Avenue North to Hennepin County for 

construction staging related to Northpoint Health & Wellness Center 
expansion. 

 
RECOMMENDATION:  (1) Authorize appropriate staff to execute a lease by and 
between City of Minneapolis and Hennepin County for 1256 Penn Avenue North for 
construction staging related to Northpoint Health & Wellness Center expansion.  (2) 
Authorize temporary right-of-entry immediately and until lease agreement is in place. 
  
Previous Directives: None related to the proposed lease. 
 
Financial Impact (Check those that apply) 

___ No financial impact - or - Action is within current department budget. 
        (If checked, go directly to Background/Supporting Information) 

 _ _ Action requires an appropriation increase to the Capital Budget  
 _ _ Action requires an appropriation increase to the Operating Budget 
 _X__ Action provides increased revenue for appropriation increase 
 ___ Action requires use of contingency or reserves 
 __ _ Other financial impact (Explain):  

___Request provided to the Budget Office when provided to the Committee    
                 Coordinator 
 
Community Impact  (Summarize below) 
 

Ward:  Ward 5 
 



Neighborhood Notification: Staff notified Northside Residents Redevelopment 
Council on November 17, 2005 

Comprehensive Plan:  N/A 
 
Zoning Code:  N/A 

 
Living Wage/Job Linkage:  N/A 

 

Background 
Hennepin County requested the use of City property at 1256 Plymouth Avenue North in 
September 2005 (see attached email communication Attachment 1).  The County will 
use the parcel as construction staging for its expansion of Northpoint Health & Wellness 
Center located at 1313 Penn Avenue North.  A proposed site plan is include as 
Attachment 2.  
 
The use of this property is not expected to interfere with or impact any redevelopment 
opportunities at the site.  Staff has informed both Northside Residents Redevelopment 
Council (NRRC) and the Minneapolis Urban League (MUL) of the proposed use.  
Neither of the groups has expressed objections to the proposed use.   
 
NRRC, which completed a Livable Communities funded visioning plan for the area, and 
MUL, which has been working together on a potential redevelopment proposal with the 
University of Minnesota, will not have a development concept to present to the City 
within that time.  There has been no decision on soliciting development proposals 
outside of these informal discussions with NRRC and MUL. There are no other known 
redevelopment interests in this property. 
 
Staff will work with the County to determine a reasonable lease rate for use of this 
property.   



Attachment 1 – Email Request for use of property 
 
 
From: Denise.K.Cossette – Hennepin County  
Sent: Thursday, September 22, 2005 11:58 AM 
To: Hansen, Erik O. 
Cc: Thomas.Bravo@co.hennepin.mn.us 
Subject: County use of lot on the SE corner of Penn & Plymouth Ave/ 
 
 
Erik, 
 
I am following up of our conversation approximately a week ago.  As you 
recall we talked about the remodeling of NorthPoint Health & Wellness 
Center that is schedule to start soon.  We also spoke of a group that would 
need the lot for the month of October, to which it sounds like you are 
committed to. 
 
Please consider letting the County use or lease this lot for the period 
November 2005 through December 2006.  Below is a synopsis from the Hennepin 
County Project manager, Tom Bravo, who is in charge of this project. 
 
Your quick response will be most appreciated.  Please contact me at your 
earliest convenience to discuss further action needed. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Denise K. Cossette, Assistant Lease Coordinator 
Hennepin County Department of HC W&T 
Leasing & Land Management Division 
417 North Fifth Street, Suite 320, MC L608 
Minneapolis, MN  55401-1362 
 
Justification of Parking Lot Need: 
From: Tom Bravo 
 
NorthPoint Health and Wellness Clinic sees over 3,500 patients on a daily 
basis and our current on site parking lot can only handle a couple of 
hundred patient and customer vehicles at one time.  Once the renovation of 
the NorthPoint Clinic starts in November, we will be facing additional 
vehicles from contractors and subcontractor's working at the site.  This 
will create a massive parking problem for NorthPoint. 
 
Plus one day week the NorthPoint Neighbor Facility distributes food to 
community members, which currently causes parking issues with the clinic. 
We don't want to compile one problem onto another by having construction 
contractors use the existing parking lot for staging during the duration of 
the construction. 
 
We are in need of a space close by the site where the contractors can set 
up his/her construction trailer and staging materials for 13 months.  The 
Minneapolis Parking Lot located on the corner of Penn and Plymouth is a 
great area for this type of set-up.  The county is willing to fix the fence 
around the existing parking lot and add whatever lighting security for a 
safe environmental.  The county will also remove any barriers or lighting 
after the project is complete next December 2006. 



 
The space will be used for the following staging: 
 
* Several construction job trailers 
* Contractor and sub-contractors parking for their personal vehicles. 
* Material storage behind a secure fence. 
* Location for construction material deliveries, instead of using the 
NorthPoint loading dock. 
  This will eliminate the liability issue between the county and the 
contractor on signing of construction materials. 
 
 


	Background 

