
Request for City Council Committee Action from the Department of Community 
Planning and Economic Development - CPED 

 
 
Date:   June 8, 2010 
 
To: Council Member Lisa Goodman, Chair, Community Development 

Committee 
 
Subject:  Heading Home Hennepin Opportunity Centers in Minneapolis 
 
Recommendation: Approve the multi-jurisdictional program for two Opportunity Centers to 
prevent homelessness and authorize a cooperative agreement for these County funded 
projects.  
 
Previous Directives: Since 2003, the Minneapolis City Council has adopted multi-jurisdictional 
program approval resolutions from time to time for projects located within Minneapolis that are 
submitted to the Hennepin County Transit-Oriented Development (TOD) Program and 
authorized under Minnesota Statute §383B.79, a statute creating a multijurisdictional program 
involving Hennepin County and other jurisdictions. 
 
Prepared by:   Tiffany Glasper, Senior Project Coordinator, Housing, 673-5221   
                                                                                      
Approved by:   Thomas Streitz, Director, Housing Policy & Development       _______ 
                        Charles T. Lutz, Deputy Director, CPED                                  _______ 
                                                                
Presenter in Committee:  Tiffany Glasper, Senior Project Coordinator, CPED   

 

Financial Impact 
_ X__ No financial impact 
_____ Action requires an appropriation increase to the Capital Budget _____ or  
Operating Budget _____ 
_____ Action provides increased revenue for appropriation increase  
_____ Action requires use of contingency or reserves 
_____ Action is within the Business Plan 
_____ Action requires a change to the Business Plan 
_____ Other financial impact  
_____ Request provided to the Finance Department when provided to the Committee 
Coordinator 

 

Community Impact 
Neighborhood Notification – The official neighborhood organization of the area in which 
the project is located were not contacted by Hennepin County staff regarding these 
expansion projects. 
 
City Goals – In five years all Minneapolis residents will have a better quality of life and 
access to housing and services. 
 
Sustainability Targets – The proposed projects meet the affordable housing targets. 



 
Comprehensive Plan – 4.9:  Minneapolis will grow by increasing its supply of housing; 
4.11:  Minneapolis will improve the availability of housing options for its residents. 
 
Zoning Code – All projects being recommended either comply or will comply with the 
zoning code. 
 

Supporting Information 

By the adoption of Resolution 06-11-671, the Hennepin County board established Heading 
Home Hennepin: The Ten-Year Plan to End Homelessness in Minneapolis and Hennepin 
County.  The board directed county staff to work with community partners on implementation of 
a plan which includes the development of Opportunity Centers that provide multiple services for 
the homeless population at one site.  

The County distributed a Request for Proposals in July 2008 seeking responses from 
organizations capable of developing and providing services to homeless persons in an 
Opportunity Center for youth and single adults.   

Upon reviewing all responses, the County selected Youthlink, an organization with extensive 
experience serving homeless youth, as the entity which would develop and operate the Youth 
Opportunity Center.  Youthlink requested and received from Hennepin County, $700,000 in one-
time capital funding, the entire amount to be used for the renovation of an existing building 
located at 41 12th Street North in the North Loop neighborhood for the Youth Opportunity 
Center. This building is owned by Youthlink and Youthlink has committed to operating the 
Center without additional operating funds from Hennepin County.    
 
The County selected Catholic Charities, an organization with extensive experience serving  
single adults, as the entity which would develop and operate the Single Adult Opportunity 
Center.  Catholic Charities requested and received from Hennepin County, $827,352 in one-
time capital funding, the entire amount to be used for the renovation of an existing building 
located at 740 East 17th Street in the Elliot Park neighborhood for the Single Adult Opportunity 
Center. This building is owned by Catholic Charities  and Catholic Charities has committed to 
operating the Center without additional operating funds from Hennepin County. 

 


